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1 I ntroducti on

The original Compendium for the Tuamotus in French Polynesia started out as a way for s/v
Soggy Paws and a few friends to organize notes and various internet sources on the Tuamotus,
prior to our cruise there in Spring of 2010. Later, it became a way for us to pass on what we've
learned while cruising the Tuamotus in 2010 and 2011. Now the idea has migrated with Soggy
Paws, from the Tuamotus, to the Marquesas, to the Societies, Hawaii, the Cooks and Samoas,
Tonga, Fiji, the islands between Fiji and the Marshall Islands, the Marshall Islands, Micronesia
and now the Philippines.

If you haven'tyetfound our ot her ‘'ptliegrengvalablé onlinenat
http://svsoggypaws.com/files/

This is not intended to replace the guidebooks or charts, but to supplement out-of-date guides
with recent cruiser first-hand reports, and fill in places that the guides don't cover.

To complile this 'compendium’, we have used all sources at our disposal, including websites,
blogs, emails, SSB reports, and our own experience. We always try to indicate the source of
our information, and the approximate time frame.

If your information is included in this guide, and you object to its inclusion, please just email us,
and we'll remove it. But this is a non-commercial venture mainly to help cruisers from all of our
collective experiences.

1.1 Organization of the Guide

This guide is loosely organized from East to West and North to South in the Philippines. (ie from
the perspective of people coming from Palau toward the Philippines.

1.2 Overview of the Area
From Noonsite.com: http://www.noonsite.com/Countries/Philippines

The Philippines is an archipelago of over 7000 islands lying between the Pacific Ocean and the
South China Sea. They are divided into three regions: Luzon to the north, the Visayas in the
centre, and Mindanao in the south.

The Philippines has been a popular cruising destination for many years. Day- sailing through the
archipelago is undoubtedly the best way to visit this vast area and one can find a good
anchorage every night. This also avoids the danger of running into one of the many unlit fishing
boats, as well as their nets or traps. Cebu and the surrounding islands have some of the most
attractive anchorages and places such as Romblon and Puerto Galera should not be missed.

Although the government is trying to stamp out corruption and also to standardize the entry and
exit charges applied to yachts, the situation is confused. On the positive side, however, the
Philippines have a lot to offer the cruising sailor and in spite of such inherent difficulties, it
remains a country well worth visiting.

There are small boatyards in various islands and the Filipinos are skilled workers, particularly in
wood. Teak is still widely available, but while its price is steadily increasing, its quality is
deteriorating.
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General repair facilities, such as engine or electrical repair, are also available in most centres,
the widest range being concentrated in and around Manila. Most marine supplies have to be
imported, but local nautical charts are available both in Manila and Cebu.

The majority of Filipinos speak good English as a second language and almost all newspapers
are published in English.

1.2.1 Security Issues

Long a shunned cruising destination, the Philippines have opened up to cruising in the last few
years. However, there are several reported incidences of "security” problems in the Philippines.

2018 Update: Though anything can happen anywhere in this tumultuous world, the accepted
no-go zones in the Philippines are southern Palawan, anywhere near the north coast of Borneo,
and the SW area of Mindanao, especially the Jolo Peninusula and Sulu Islands that string
towards Borneo from Zamboanga. A few brave cruisers have transited the area quickly and
quietly without stopping, but prudent cruisers take the long way around.

September 20157 Samal Island: The last incident in Samal island was around 2001. About
11:30 pm, a banka with 11 men pulled up to the rock jetty surrounding Holiday Oceanview
Marina at the north end of Samal Island and sent two teamsd one for each pierd to kidnap
people from one boat each. They ended up with 4 victims and escaped in the banka before the
yachties could reach any authorities. As of early 2016, these kidnap victims have not been
released (a large ransom has been demanded). The marina has subsequently added guard
towers on both ends of the rock jetty, which are manned 24x7 by armed personnel.

Feb 2013: The anchorage is just around the North Western tip of Mindoro in Paluan Bay. Way
point 13.21.560 - 120.28.013 opposite Gamtas Point. On 21st Feb at about 9.30 pm a local
banka (boat) came along side in the pitch black with a person saying they had run out of fuel
and could we help. As we came into the cockpit from below we noted 6 people in the banka. As
we offered them our petrol jug 4 of them came on board. 1 had a gun and we were forced to
kneel down while they tied our hands behind our backs.

http://www.noonsite.com/Countries/Philippines/philippines-mindoro-paluan-bay-armed-
boarding-robbery

Note that inquiries in 2018 at nearby Puerto Galera Yacht Club indicate that this was an isolated
incident.

Sep 12, 2013 - From the NY Times,: The conflict in Zamboanga City (SW Mindanao) began
Monday when several hundred heavily armed men tried to march to the city hall to raise a flag
and declare independence from the national government, according to the police. The rebels
claim it was a peaceful march and that they were attacked by the military.

The group has demanded that the Organization of Islamic Cooperation or the United Nations be
brought in to facilitate negotiations, according to Mr. Climaco. The national government has
countered that the standoff is a domestic matter.

The Moro National Liberation Front signed a peace deal with the Philippine government in 1996,
but its leaders were angered when a separate agreement was forged with the rival Moro Islamic
Liberation Front last year that some leaders said would encroach on the original deal.
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The Abu Sayyaf Group and the Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom fighters did not participate in
peace talks and advocate an armed struggle to establish an Islamic state in the southern
Philippines. Security analysts say the Abu Sayyaf has lost much of its ideological underpinnings
and operates primarily as a kidnap-for-ransom gang.

April 2014 - Kidnapping of a German Couple of their boat in Palawan. There are conflicting
reports as to whether cruisers were actually targeted, or whether the Germans themselves were
targeted due to their activities in the Philippines. Here's Noonsite's report. Click here

June 11, 2014 - Leader of Abu Sayyef captured. From Reuters: "Philippine security forces
captured on Wednesday a top al Qaeda-linked Islamist wanted by the United States and
involved in the kidnapping of Western tourists, and hailed the arrest as a major blow to his
militant network.

The Christian-majority Philippines has a Muslim minority largely based in its resource-rich
southern islands where Muslim rebels have been fighting for autonomy for years."

Link to full article

Kidnappings in Northern Borneo i There have been a number of kidnappings in Northern
Borneo perpetrated by the same rebel groups listed above, incidents in June and July 2014, and
one prominent one from a restaurant in Sandakan in May of 2015.

Insurance Exclusions: American Insurance Agencies tend to exclude ALL of the Philippines.

Lloyds of London excludes only the northern coast of Borneo and the Sulu Archipelago (the

string of islands that hangs down from Zamboanga on the SW corner of Mindanao, towards

Borneo). Googl e Ll oyds Joint War Committee and youdll
the specific exclusions. All of these exclude coverage ONLY for Piracy or War, they will still

cover you if you put your boat on the rocks.

1.3 Time Zone

The entire Philippines is on time zone +8. This is the same time zone as Singapore and Perth.
The Philippines do not observe Daylight Savings Time.

The sun rises early (about 5:30) and sets early (about 5:30).

1.4 Weather In This Area

1.4.1 General Weather Conditions

From the Puerto GaleraYachtClub: The Phi l i ppine islands experienc
of weather: the NE monsoon, from November through April; and, the SW monsoon from May
through October. The NE monsoon bringsthe6 Ami hand wi nds, which typical

and 20 knots, under mostly clear skies. TheSWmonsoon brings the 6éHabagat b
range from 10 to 25 knots, under variable skies. It is the SW monsoon season that drives most

of the cyclonic storm systems -- Tropical Depressions that may turn into Typhoons (a.k.a.

Hurricanes, Cyclones) in as little as 24 hours.

Ahead of and behind a cyclonic storm system you can expect winds to be light or very light, and
variable, for 24 hours or more.
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Typhoons can occur at any time of the year and it is recommended that you obtain weather
bulletins at least once every two days, whatever the season.

Ellen 7 s/v Wiskun - 2012: Typhoon season in this area officially starts late June to about
November.

Typhoons have been known to hit Philippines as early as May and as late as early December.

The Southern Philippines (Davao Gulf area) is considered typhoon free, but the top part of the
main island of Mindanao can still be hit, especially if the typhoon tracks to the central part of the
Philippines.

The Dumaguete area can be hit by typhoons as it is part of the Central islands of Visayas. If you
plan to sail your boat there, then my suggestion is to sail straight to Visayas from Micronesia
(i.e. Palau). If you want to store your boat in a typhoon free area and fly to Dumaguete instead,
then Davao Gulf is the best bet for you.

1.4.2 Weather Sources

Soggy Paws - May 2014: So far, here are the weather sources I've found most useful for
getting a quick overview of the current weather situation in the Philippines.

http://www.typhoon2000.ph/t2kgraphsat.qif

http://www.goes.noaa.gov/sohemi/sohemiloops/shirgmscolw.html
https://www.windyty.com/?7.100,125.100,4

Typhoons approach from the east, and can occur any time of the year, so it is always prudent to
keep an eye on the Joint Typhoon Warning Center. The best low-bandwidth summary is this
one:

http://www.usno.navy.mil/NOOC/nmfc-ph/RSS/jtwc/ab/abpwweb.txt

Sail Samal - November 2008: Determining the best departure times for your route planning,
the following links will provide weather conditions and forecasts in this area:

Philippines

Pagasa station - http://www.pagasa.dost.qov.ph/

Tides 1 Davao gulf - http://www.mobilegeographics.com:81/calendar/year/1502.html

Japan to Philippines, Pacific Northwest

Anaylysis chart - http://www.jma.go.jp/en/g3/

- http://www.oceanweather.com/data/

Wave chart - http://www.data.kishou.qgo.jp/kaiyou/db/wave/chart/awpn e.html

Severe weather info centre - http://severe.worldweather.wmo.int/tc/wnp/

Singapore, Indonesia, Malacca Strait, Philippines
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Surface wind chart - http://www.weather.gov.sg/weather-marine-surface-wind

Wave chart - http://www.weather.gov.sg/weather-marine-waves-height

Marine Warnings - http://www.weather.gov.sg/weather-marine-shipping-bulletin

Asia
Australia weatherzone - link here

Wetterzentrale (German) - http://www.wetterzentrale.de/topkarten/fsavnsas.html

Lifelines - 2008: We use the internet rather than HF radio. This isn't just because we are HF
trogladytes. It is also because there is so much more and better information available on the
internet. Here in the Philippines, where 3G or GPRS mobile phone signal is cheap and available
everywhere (by prepaid card from SMART), using your phone as a modem is the way to go.

The website everyone keeps an eye on here is "Typhoon 2000" (a Philippines site). We look at
this first. Typhoon 2000: http://www.maybagyo.com/

If this site shows something brewing, we then check out the "Joint Typhoon Warning Centre"
site (U.S.A.) for more detailed information about predicted track etc.

Joint Typhoon Warning Center: http://www.usno.navy.mil/JTWC/

If no-one is showing a typhoon, we still don't believe there isn't one just around the corner. So
we check the Australian weather bureau site - Darwin MSLP - to see if there is a low over
Papua New Guinea that's getting lower and might turn into something. Philip has picked up a
number of typhoons before they formed by observing these lows. Unfortunately the site is
24hours behind, so you need to keep an eye on this one regularly to look for trends.

Australian Bureau of Meteorology - Darwin MSLP:

http://www.bom.gov.au/cqgi-bin/nmoc/latest.pl?IDCODE=IDD80100

If no bad weather is brewing, we may then have a look for general weather predictions: the
Singapore weather bureau site for the South China Sea isobars and their satellite images; the
GRIB files to see what wind is predicted here; and sometimes the NOAA Significant Wave
Height site for this area.

Singapore weather: http://www.weather.gov.sg/wip/web/Marine
GRIB: http://www.grib.us/GribData/tabid/53/Default.aspx

NOAA Significant Wave Height South China Sea:
https://oceanography.navy.mil/legacy/web/cqi-bin/graphic.pl/metoc/357/21/0-0-1/0

Soggy Paws - 2014: The Mother of All Weather Websites
This site is focused on Guam, but also covers the Philippines.

http://weather.jeffspiratescove.com/

This site is somewhat bandwidth-heavy, but a good place to start, and you can bookmark
individual links of you are normally bandwidth-stressed.
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In our transit through this area, what we used most of the time for watching the weather were
these files (via the free service Saildocs):

Text forecasts ()::
send thd

A spot forecast for the location we were ind every 6 hours for 10 days
send spot:07.1N,171.3E|10, 6|PRMSL,WIND,WAVES,RAIN,LFTX

A O I' GRiBHfile that gave a fairly detailed forecast for a reasonably small area for about 5
days, and included sea state information
send GFS:6N,10N,173E,165E|.5,.5|0,6..144|PRMSL,WIND,HTSGW,WVDIR,RAIN

A 6 wi d eGRiBahatgvatched conditions approaching us. The area we request while in
transit was a pretty wide area on a 3x3 grid, for the next 10 days. This is about a 25K GRIB file.
This provided a decent long range forecast.

send GFS:0 N, 30N,160E,175 W|3,3|0,12..240|PRMSL,WIND,RAIN

During times of tropical activity, we also found these sources useful for additional perspective

RCC Pilotage Foundation - Nov 2008: We at her f axes é

Australia broadcasts on 5100.0kHz, 11030.0kHz, 13920.0kHz, 20469.0kHz, 5755.0kHz,
7535.0kHz, 10555.0kHz, 15615.0kHz, 18060.0kHz and Japan on 3622.5kHz, 7305.0kHz,
13597.0kHz, 18220.0kHz.

1.4.3 Weather Sources i Voice
Sail Samal - November 2009:

Brunei Bay Radio

Allan Riches has spent years promoting the southern South China Sea/Sulu area for tourism
and alternative cruising area other than the usual route from Darwin to Bali to Singapore to
Phuket. Brunei Bay Radio is the regional gateway for the Sailmail network.

It provides the following services:

1 Low cost HF SSB radio e-mail service for recreational vessels - This service is suited
to cruisers who need more daily connection time than a standard SailMail subscription,
i.e. children's long distance education or running a business while cruising. It is also for
commercial vessels and for remote land sites.

1 Voice services - For schedules and frequency of voice services.

9 Cruising notes - If you want to send or receive cruising notes on west Borneo, southern
Philippines and a route from Davao to Makassar, email Allan directly at
radio@bruneibay.net

1 http://www.bruneibay.net/bbradio/
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1.4.4 Typhoons

In general, the southern Philippines consider themselves tyhpoon free, as most typhoons form
in the Caroline islands (FSM) around 7-10 N. The spinning of the earth usually causes them to
curve northwestward, usually sparing the southern Philippines. Davao and Port Bonbonon have
been listed as "typhoon safe".

A ATypical 0 August in the Western Paci

US Sailing Directions: Typhoons occur on the average of five times a month in the western
North Pacific during the month of September. July, August, and October have almost as many.
Two-thirds of all typhoons of this area occur during these four months. Typhoons are least
frequent during the month of February. They average about one per month for the entire
western North Pacific Ocean.

It appears that most of the typhoons of the western North Pacific form to the W of 150°E
longitude. An occasional typhoon occurs farther to the E.

19



s
G‘qi"un

7013110706
5
Palau FILER 15& 1 10800

%

OE
e

fa's

TR e

Track of Super-Typhoon Haiyan Nov 2013
Originated near Chuuk, passed over Palau, and went straight to the Philippines.

The Joint Typhoon Warning Center is the best source of typhoon forecasting in the area.

http://www.usno.navy.mil/JTWC/

This site aggregates inputs from the various surrounding weather offices (primarily NOAA, the
US Navy, and Japan) and produces a consolidated forecast.

1.5 Customs & Immigration

Screensaver i March 2017: After having come in from Malaysia/Borneo (via Palawan and
exiting south from Dav andéxpeniencegwithaCustommgndt hought s
Immigration in the Philippines.

Many will enter via Palawan and Puerto Princessa where not all the formalities are completed to

the |iking of all the offices. A do vaguely recal
100% but | guess | let it go at the time. If you are coming in,  probabdy better to pay more

intention to that side comment, if you get it.

The rules and the practices around checking in and out are the subject of much debate online
and among cruisers. The head offices to most of these bodies are located in Manila and if you
take the time to contact them | believe you will be told that you need only do the full Immigration,
customs, harbour master check-in when you enter and leave the country, plus at any of the Free
Port Zones you must see Harbour Master of which there are 3 or 4 around. Your boat can stay
seemingly indefinitely without a skipper or crew. There may be a time limit on your boat though,
so if youde planning on staying long term i.e. more than 18 months or so, you would be wise to
check.

The administration of the rules for moving around within Philippines in reference to checking in
and out are a little blurry. Davao & Subic (or specifically the Subic Yacht Club) & free port Zones
were the only ones | came across trying to do the check-in checkout process even though you
are not leaving the country
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SailSamal.com - 2013: Though yacht clearing in experiences have been quite different at
different places in the Philippines (see each section for various yacht experiences), here is a
summary of requirements from Davao (Samal Island).

Upon entry, one copy of each of the following is required:
9 Yacht registration certificate
i Crew list

There is the usual ban on importation of items that you see in some, if not all, countries, i.e.
firearms, obscene materials and drugs with no prescriptions. What are noted below are the
uncommon ones:

1 Written or printed article in any form containing any matter advocating or inciting treason,
rebellion, insurrection or sedition against the Government of the Philippines, of forcible
resistance to any law of the Philippines, or containing any threat to take the life of or
inflict bodily harm upon any person in the Philippines.

1 Articles, instruments, drugs and substances designed, intended or adapted for
preventing human conception or producing unlawful abortion, or any printed matter
which advertises or describes or gives directly or indirectly information where, how or by
whom human conception is prevented or unlawful abortion produced.

1 Any device or articles used for gambling.

1 Lottery and sweepstakes tickets except those authorized by the Philippine Government,
advertisements thereof and lists of drawings therein.

1 Any article manufactured in whole or in part of gold, silver or other precious metal, or
alloys thereof, the stamps, brands or marks of which do not indicate the actual fineness
or quality of said metals or alloys.

1 "Copied" dvds and Cds are also prohibited.

Harbor fees: Private, non-commercial pleasure yachts are exempted from arrival and
departure port fees.

Once the entry procedures have been completed, foreign pleasure yachts are allowed to stay in
the Philippine waters indefinitely without incurring import duty and tariffs provided they are not
sold while in the Philippines.

1.5.1 Pre-Arrival

Soggy Paws 1 Feb 20181 Visa on Arrival vs Visa in Advance: Citizens of most first world
countries can get a tourist visa on arrival, by boat or by air. The normal tourist visa is 30 days,
and is extendable. However, the cost of extending the tourist visa is approximately $50-60 USD
for the first month, and then about $75 for another two month extension. It is easy to extend for
up to 6 months in 2 month increments.

However, another cruiser told us they got a 1 year multiple entry visa in Guam for $90 USD per
person (and a second cruiser arranged theirs in Palau). The outcome of this visa is that you get
60 days on arrival, and still have to do renewals after that. Here is the Philippine Embassy in
the USO6s web page on visas:
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http://www.philippineembassy-usa.org/philippines-dc/consular-services-dc/fag-
dc/#tnonimmigrant

And the list of Philippine Consulates and Embassies world wide.

http://www.cfo.gov.ph/links/philippine-embassies-and-consulates-abroad.html

Soggy Paws T August 2017: When we checked in to Immigration in Davao this time, the
of ficer in charge of Aincoming shipsd told us tha
are the email addresses they gave us:

bss mnla@gmail.com

biseaportsops@gmail.com

bidavaosos@gmail.com (note that this one is Davao-specific)

The notice should give vessel details (hame, flag, callsign, MMSI, L,W,D, captain's name)
Arrival details (approx when and what port).

Crew Details (name, nationality, passport number, date of birth, pp expiration)

What port you left from.

For going directly to a marina like Holiday Oceanview in Samal, PGYC, or Subic, | would state

that your intention is to go directly to the marina and report in to officials according to that

marinads practices. Note that | <checked the webs
and Subic and Manila) and all indicate to contact them directly and they will forward information

to the officials.

We have been in and out of the Philippines about 4 times in the last 3 years, and this is the first
I've heard of this.

AiBl O in the email addresses | think means ,Bureau
maybe Bureau of Ships and Seaports. Tried googling with no luck.
1.5.2 Immigration

http://www.immigration.gov.ph/visa-requirements/non-immigrant-visa/temporary-visitor-
visa/visa-waiver

http://www.immigration.gov.ph/visa-requirements/non-immigrant-visa/temporary-visitor-
visa/extension-of-authorized-stay-beyond-59-days#

Soggy Paws 1 Feb 2018: We got our first visa extension (of 29 days) in the Davao office

Afwhile we waitedo today. The receipt for that ex
extension itself, and 1000 Phpfor A EXxpr ess Lane Feeo. Presumably
passport off and tell them you are not in a hurry, and avoid that fee??

Soggy Paws - August 2017: In this check-in, we were NOT charged the approx. $15 USD
AExpress Feeo that wRres Dyuereewniked that feeyas lmeimganong e d .
transparent, and too much like a bribe. (this fee was reinstated in 2018)

Finally, we haveno6t applied for an extension yet,
Immigration office, at least in Davao,isnolonger doing extensions AWhil e Y
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apply for an extension a week in advance, and then come back after a week to pick up your
passport with the extension. Make sure you keep a copy of your passport before you submit it
with the extension paperwork!

Soggy Paws 1 Feb 2016, updated Nov 2016: Now that we have stayed in the Philippines long
enough to be required to extend our visa, | can comment clearly on the process. We are
American, so this applies to all foreigners who do not require a visa in advance.

First, when you enter the country by boat or by air, you are given a 30-day Temporary Visitors
Visa. In Davao we paid a fee at Immigration at check-in by boat, but not by air (however, this
fee may be buried in the cost of your airline ticket). We were given a receipt for all fees we paid
on boat check-in. (in Nov 2016, it was 720 PHP in Davao, for Immigration fees)

After your initial 30 days, you must first apply for one Tourist Visa Waiver, for 29 days. This
costs 3,115 pesos apiece. There is a form you fill out, and you need a copy of a passport photo
and a copy of your entry stamp in your passport.

Once your 30 + 29 days are up, you may apply for a longer extension to your Tourist Visa. The
extension can be applied for in 1-month, 2-month, or 6-month increments. The cost per month
is 500 pesos, plus about 4,000 pesos in paperwork fees for every extension application. Also
once your first 59 days are up, you must (one time) apply for an ACR Identity card, which costs
about $50 US per person. The total cost for two of us to renew for 2 more months, plus pay for
our Identity Cards (good for a year) was about $250 USD. At this kind of price, buying a cheap
fare on Cebu-Pacific, Air Asia, or Philippine Airlines to go visit somewhere else in SE Asia to
reset your immigration, might look pretty attractive.

For a couple or a family, only one person needs to make the trip to do the visa extension, as
long as the other has filedoutafi s peci al power of attorneyod, giving
authorization to act for him/her. This form is available from the Immigration website.

In Davao it used to be a half day process to get the visa extension, but as of late 2016, it only
took me about a half hour one day.

Using these extensions, a non-visa required foreigner may extend their stay up to thirty six (36)
months while visa required foreigner may extend their stay up to twenty four (24) months.

There is a map showing all the immigration offices here:
http://www.immigration.gov.ph/index.php/information/directory-of-transactions

See the Immigration FAQ here http://www.immigration.gov.ph/fags/extensionofstay

Soggy Paws 1 February 2016 7 EXIT CLEARANCE - Leaving after more than 6 months in

the Philippines: Note that if you have been in the Pl for more than 6 months, when you go to

leave, there is an extra step you must do AHEAD OF TIME. I dondét know exactly
called, but it is a piece of paper with your picture and fingerprints that vouches that you have not

left with open arrest warrants or unresolved debts. You must have this piece of paper with you

to check out, whether flying out, or checking out to leave by boat. Make sure you go to

|l mmi gration about a week in advance and get this
even if you have an airplane ticket (they will make you miss your flight!). And it costs money.

Not e: One discussion online in 2016 indicated th
Amore than 59 dayso. Check with your I mmigration
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Solita - August 2013: You need to visit an Immigration office to apply for and extend visas.

The options to renew your visa from places in the Philippines with no Immigration office is to fly
or ferry somewhere else (Manila, Cebu, Davao, Puerto Galera, Puerto Princessa, etc)

If you overstay your visa, it will cost you 1,010 pesos to have it reinstated as well as any due
visa costs.

Visa information: You can obtain Philippines visa information by logging on to:
www.immigration.gov.ph

1.5.3 Customs

Soggy Paws T November 2016: We again had an easy and free check in with Customs in

Davao. The boat is now good Aforevero (?7? We have ne\
Philippines about Adutyo being due on the boat if
period, like many other countries).

Soggy Paws 1 September 2014: On our first entry into Davao, based on the prior comments

|l 6d hear d, we did NOT check into Customs in Davao
However, after having be e nbouidearanakesigndfolllbving anot her ¢
proper procedures, we did check OUT with Customs, and we also checked in with Customs

when we returned. In 2014, anyway, Davao Cust oms
required.

Solita - August 2013: We have discussed with many cruising folk whether, as a private non”
commercial vessel, we need to visit Customs in the Philippines. Many people do not declare

t hemsel ves and don 6problene ®@mourt2@ll Visi (toealdwandrea we did
not declare ourselves to Customs as we only intended to cruise the Palawan Island area for 2
months. We re- entered Malaysia in the company of two other yachts who had cleared in and
out of the Philippines Customs, and we were all treated equally by Malaysian Customs and
Immigration.

In 2012 we declared ourselves to Customs in Puerto Princessa. It was quite an effort to find the
Customs building and they certainly were not aware of what vessels were in the harbour. They
told us that we do need to clear in and out of major ports as we travelled through the
Philippines. They gave us a clearance to Cebu, our next major port, and charged us 200 pesos
to clear in.

Two months later, we arrived in Cebu. We spent 4 months on our boat refit before visiting

Customs in Cebu City, to clear in and out on the one day. They were fine with this, charged us

150 pesosforthepaper wor k, and cleared us out to Pal awan,
arriving there for many months. They also inferred that cruising boats should clear through

major ports in the Philippines, butt hey di dndét soaté¢him. t oo rigid ab

We cleared into Puerto Princessa, and then out of the country with the PP Customs Office, for a
cost of 115 pesos for each clearance (a total of 230 pesos). They were helpful and courteous.

Note: If clearing in or out with Customs, visit Immigration first, as they need to sight your current
visa or Immigration Clearance to leave the country.
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Note: We found having a Customs Clearance form de
very useful when we flew out of the country then re” entered. The airlines will ask that you have

a return or on” going ticket when you enter the Philippines, but we were able to prove that we

were returning to our boat, which had been cleared into the country, and would exit the

Philippines in it.

1.5.4 Health

Soggy Paws 1 2018: There is a quarantine office in Davao, but to my knowledge, no yacht

ever checked in or out with Quarantine. | dondét know about other ports.
155 Pets

Soggy Paws - 2014: Pets are not a problem checking in to Davao. You leave your boat at the
marina in Samal, and take a ferry in to check in first with Immigration, and then Customs. To
my knowledge no one even asked about pets on board.

1.5.6 Stopping at Outer Places Before Officially Clearing In

Soggy Paws 1 2018: It seems to be an accepted practice to check in with the Police or Coast

Guard at the first stop, and tell them your intentions to make your way to a port with clearance

facilities. Also, the Philippine Coast Guard has monitoring stations at key points where ships

normally pass. We encountered them at both southern tips of the Gulf of Davao, and in going

through the Hinatuan Passage. If you have AlS, they will call you on VHF 16 by name and take

you off 16 and ask a few questions ( @eonscetheayat i on,
called us by MMSI only!

Soggy Paws - 2014: Based on what I've read from other cruisers, this seems not to be a
problem. A number of boats wait to clear into Cebu or Puerto Galera or Puerto Princessa,
having cruised their way into the port of entry over a week or two.

We ourselves made an overnight stop on our first entry to the Gulf of Davao from Palau, but we
purposely selected a somewhat remote anchorage.

On the second entry, coming from Indonesia, we stopped overnight at the Sarangani Islands
(just south of the Gulf of Davao), and were visited by a Coast Guard boat, who did not seem
bothered by the fact that we were stopping for a couple of days, before heading up to Davao to
clear in. They were interested in who we were, where we were coming from, and where we
were going, but were not concerned with clearance procedures.

However, when we did finally check into Immigration, we accidentally let slip that we had waited

a day (in the marina in Samal) before going in to check in at the Immigration office. The

Il mmi gration official was pretty upsedffciaki th this.
procedures.

1.5.7 Inter-Country Clearances

Soggy Paws i April 2018: Based on other cruiserds experiences
we did not clear out of Davao for our next port (Cebu/Port Carmen and then Puerto Galera).
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Solita - August 2013: In 2012 we were told by Customs in Puerto Princessa that we do need
to clear in and out of major ports as we travelled through the Philippines. They gave us a
clearance to Cebu, our next major port, and charged us 200 pesos to clear in.

Two months later, we arrived in Cebu. We spent 4 months on our boat refit before visiting

Customs in Cebu City, to clear in and out on the one day. They were fine with this, charged us

150 pesosforthepaper wor k, and cleared us out to Pal awan,
arriving there for many months. They also inferred that cruising boats should clear through

major ports in the Philippines, butt hey di dndét seem too rigid about t

When we arrived in Puerto Princessa, we cleared into Puerto Princessa, and then out of the
country with the PP Customs Office, for a cost of 115 pesos for each clearance (a total of 230
pesos). They were helpful and courteous.

1.6 Local Information and Customs

PGYC - 2010 PDF: Filipinos consider their children to be more worthy than themselves in
almost all aspects of life. While you are anchored in a secluded spot, if a fishing boat should
come along side with a child or two on board, giving a gift for the children is taken as a friendly
sign and an acceptable gesture -- superior to offering a gift to the parents themselves. Tip:
Before entering Philippines waters, buy a few writing books, pencils and ball pens (school
supplies) as gifts for children 1 if fish are offered in return for your gift it is impolite to refuse, but
accept only enough for one meal.

Rum, gin and beer are very inexpensive in the Philippines (In a store: US$1+ for a bottle of rum,
US$2+ for a bottle of gin, US$0.50+ for a bottle of beer) so do not stock up on these items
before you arrive; stock up on these items before you leave the Philippines.

Whiskey and Brandy are considered expensive items in the Philippines 17 having a couple of
spare bottles on board when you arrive will give you a currency tradable for favours and
assistance. However, do not encourage people to drink to excess on board your boat I most
Fil i pi no 0 stheireligionydo not diirk regufarly and some have been reported to
become intoxicated quickly.

1.6.1 Holidays in the Philippines

Soggy Paws 1 2018: Source: Rappler.com The following is a list of public holidays for the
country as a whole. Each region will also have a few additional holidays to celebrate local feast
days/festivals.

January 1, 2019, Tuesday - New Year's Day

April 9, 2019, Tuesday - Araw ng Kagitingan

April 18, 2019 - Maundy Thursday

April 19, 2019 - Good Friday

May 1, 2019, Wednesday - Labor Day

June 12, 2019, Wednesday - Independence Day

August 26, 2019, last Monday of August - National Heroes' Day
November 30, 2019, Saturday - Bonifacio Day
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December 25, 2019, Wednesday - Christmas Day
December 30, 2019, Monday - Rizal Day

Special non-working days:

February 5, 2019, Tuesday - Chinese New Year

February 25, 2019, Monday - EDSA Revolution Anniversary

April 20, 2019 - Black Saturday

August 21, 2019, Wednesday - Ninoy Aquino Day

November 1, 2019, Friday - All Saints' Day

December 8, 2019, Sunday - Feast of the Immaculate Conception of Mary

December 31, 2019, Tuesday - last day of the year

Additional special non-working holidays:
November 2, 2019, Saturday
December 24, 2019, Tuesday

Malacafiang will issue a proclamation to declare national holidays for Eid'l Fitr and Eid'l Adha
(Muslim holidays) after the approximate dates of the Islamic holidays have been determined.

1.7 Yachtsmen's Services - Overview

1.7.1 Money

Soggy Paws 1 2018: The Philippines currency is the Philippine Piso (pronounced peso by
everyone). In June 2018, the exchange rate was about 53 pesos per US Dollar. The
Philippineshaveagood ATM net work, and itdés not hard
cities. Some Europeans and Australians have had trouble occasionally with their credit cards at
ATM machines, but usually this is resolved by calling the home banking institution.

Wefound some smaller cities only have one or
of cash, (frequently) you may be out of luck. So when you find a convenient ATM, load up on
cash.

The biggest challenge with money in the Philippines is that every ATM charges a 250 PHP ATM
fee. And most banks limit withdrawals to 10,000 PHP. So finding a bank that will let you
withdraw 20,000 PHP cuts your ATM fee effectively in half. So far, BPI (Bank of Philippine
Islands) is the one | have had the most success with. Occasionally | find another ATM/bank that
will let me withdraw 20K PHP, but not often. And some ATMs in small towns will only let you
withdraw 5,000 PHP.
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Credit Cards are accepted in the big cities in the larger establishments, but often a 3-5%
surcharge is added. But cash is the norm in most of the country, and in the small stores and
services everywhere.

Transferring Cash from Australia: One fri end whobés credit card woul
in Puerto Galera, found it impossible to request a cash transfer from their home bank in

Australia. They tried several online cash transfer mechanisms, but each time, when it was

discovered that they were out of Australia, the transaction was cancelled. They finally had to

have a relative initiate the transfer.

1.7.2 Diesel and Gasoline

Soggy Paws i 2018: Buying fuel in the Philippines is not a problem like it is in Indonesia. The
only problem is, actual fuel docks are few and far between. There are nice gas stations in most
areas, and you can hire a trike to take you and your jugs to the closest gas station.

1.7.3 Propane (Cooking Gas)

Soggy Paws i 2018: In Samal at Oceanview Marina, it was not difficult to get US, Asian, and
Australian tanks filled.

1.7.4 Groceries

Everyone eats in the Philippines, just like the rest of the world. However, Western Food (things
like cheese, wine, good crackers, good beef, boneless chicken, etc) are not readily available,
except in the big cities. Every little village has a small store (colloquially called a sari sari store)
where you can buy the basics.

1.7.5 Water

1.7.6 Haulout, Storage, and Repair Facilities

Here is an overview of haulout facilities in the northern PI. More details on these facilities, and
other facilities, are covered in their respective sections below.

Puerto Galera Yacht Club 1 2015: The travel lift closest to Puerto Galera is located at Papaya
Yacht Charter & Services, at Brgy. Papaya, Nasugbu, using the ex-Team New Zealand travel
hoist (previously located Maya Maya Yacht Club). Approximate GPS location is: 14.176N
120.606E. Services offered are: haul out, below-waterline repairs and maintenance, engine
overhaul and yacht storage. Contact: +63 920 925-9023 http://pycsi.com/

The next nearest travel lift is located at the Watercraft Venture in Subic Bay Freeport Zone,
Olongapo, Zambales. http://www.watercraftventure.ph/

The next nearest Philippine travel lift is located at the Manila Yacht Club, where welcome is
reserved mostly for club members and reciprocal club members.

Also, in Subic Bay, there is a haul-out facility using a crane. Especially popular with wide
catamarans and maxi yachts because the costs and working arrangements are reported to be
more flexible, compared to Watercraft Venture. Contact Translift Port and Equipment Services,
telephone +63 918 366-4663 or +63 908 894-0622
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The nearest public dry dock is located in Subic Bay Freeport (see page top photograph), owned
and operated by Subic Dry Dock Corporation, a long day-sail North of Puerto Galera, where
almost any size of private or luxury yacht can be accommodated in one of two dry dock vessels.

South of Puerto Galera there is a dry dock at Jasaan, Cagayan de Oro city, operated by
PICMW. Recent reports from yachts using the Jasaan dry dock are favourable both from a
yacht-friendly stand point and also the cost was considered low compared to alternative dry
dock facilities outside of the Philippines around Asia.

1.7.6.1 RRYD Shipyard, Bataan

No cruiser | know has been to this facilty,and P GYCds inf o doesnoét menti on
emailed me this: Hi, this is the head of sales for RRYD shipyard here in Bataan. And we do

accept new built fiberglass, aluminium and mild steel boat. We do supply any kind of boat and

our shipyard specialized in yacht, sail boat, dive boat, speed boat and etc. Kindly contact us

only on our email, sales.rryd@gmail.com or text/call at 09272239774.

1.7.6.2 Watercraft Ventures (in Subic Bay)

Dream Away i April 2016: We arrived with a reservation at Watercraft Venture Marina. No
VHF contact, so no-one to help with lines, or tell us where to berth. We had booked, but maybe
we should have been more proactive and phoned or emailed the day before our arrival.

Watercraft Venture Corporation:

Bldg. 1031 Rizal Hi-Way,

Subic Bay Freeport Zone,

Olongapo City, Kalaklan, Zambales.

Tel: +63 47 252 1739 / 1740 Fax: +63 47 252 1738

Email: Cindy Kathleen Dela Cruz (known as Kath) at Watercraftventure @gmail.com

Her mobile is +63 932 865 6849.

Technical Operation Manager Jared Leong. Mobile: +63 922 837 3658 or +63 917 596 0231.

The marina would have been happy to complete our check-in ($$). They were quoting $50US
EACH for Quarantine, Customs and Immigration, $100US to coordinate the procedure, and
1,500Php for Port Authority. (The fees quoted are per boat so total is $US 250 + Port Authority)
As we had previously checked in in Tacloban, we only had to pay the Port Authority fee, for
which we never received a receipt. Best advice is to check in elsewhere before arriving in
Subic.

We docked into a vacant slip and went to talk to the marina office staff. All was well; we were
expected and told we could stay in our current berth for a week before the owner returned. We
organised a lift out date for the following month and agreed to move to another slip at the end of
the week. So far all has gone as planned and we are happy with our decision to come here.
Work is being scheduled during our absence and more urgent jobs are currently being dealt with
at a very reasonable cost. We have encountered no security issues and are comfortable
walking outside the marina at night.

Noonsite i Oct 20157 Watercraft Venture: Watercraft Ventures, next to Subic Bay Yacht
Club marina, has a limited number of pontoon spaces, best booked in advance, at reasonable
cost. The yard is well managed by Jared Leong, and it does good work and well priced. Get full
guotes first. Jared and his engineer, Ryan, drove 4 hours up the coast to collect a raw water
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pump from us - it had already been 'repaired’ at Subic through them. It was returned, properly
mended, and fitted within 2 days, all under warranty. Excellent service.

Windchimes i June 2014 7 Watercraft Venture (from Noonsite): We arrived in Subic Bay
late May 2013 with the idea of hauling out and having some repairs done. The only places
where we could haul were Kudat and Subic Bay - we decided to head for Subic Bay. Having
heard all the stories of woe and the negative comments about Subic Bay and in particular
Watercraft Venture Corporation, we decided to be our own judge.

Making contact by e-mail and asking lots of questions, it became clear that they would be up to
the task of hauling us out. The yard sent a list of charges and what work that could be done, so
from there on we knew what to expect.

On arrival we spent a week at their small marina so as to ready the boat for haul out (we had to
make shore arrangements for accommaodation as you are not allowed to live on board whilst on
the hard).

The day of haul out went very well, 2 swimmers in the water so as to position the slings, 2 yard
people on board as line handlers....Time to lift....... the haulout crew did an excellent job and at
no time was the boat in any danger...from the lift out point to the hard stand went smoothly and
positioning the boat even better..in all, the operation went very well.

Watercraft have the sole right to below the water line in regards to scraping and sanding and
applying your brand of antifoul (they quoted on this and outlined what was to be done) so you
knew before what it would cost. We had a sanding back to primer coat and as we had
International as our paint system they applied a 2 pack primer/ bond coat and 20 litres of
Interswift 655 antifoul and boot top cut in.

We also had problems with a very noisy shaft so | decided to modify the stern tube, have the
shaft checked and add an inboard end cutlass bearing, at the same time replacing the water
end cutlass bearing.

Working in conjunction with Mr Jared Leong the Technical Operation Manager and a very
competent person we added an extension to the stern tube, fitted a PSS seal, new bearings in
the thrust block and all went back OK (this job was quoted on for work done by the yard as | did
a lot of work myself as well).

| had the topsides sanded back and primer coat and 2-3 coats of finish looks good (once again
job quoted).

Back again in the water, the lift and splashing were carried out with great care and as we had a
berth in the small marina there were yard people on board as well as on the dock. We spent all
our time at Watercrafts small marina and in the event of a typhoon or strong winds we were
shifted over to the Subic Bay Yacht Club onto one of their vacent berths. Watercraft have an
arrangement with SBYC for this, all you pay is for water and electricity. By the way 220volts AC
is AT 60 Hz - so be careful with your AC power useage, some things will not be happy running
on 60 cycles.

My overall experience with Subic Bay, and in particular Watercraft, was a good one. Make sure
you know what you are getting (Quoted work) as you would anywhere else, ask questions, be
pleasant & happy, treat people with respect and the jobs go to plan...remember they have seen
it all before.
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Before - Mar-June 2013: We pulled into Subic in front of the yard (Watercraft Ventures) and
they had us in the slings and on the hard inside an hour. Very careful crew on the Travel lift,
even put a guy in the water to place the slings. Once they propped the boat up they welded all
the supports together with re-bar, very secure method.

We were not allowed to stay on the boat while in the yard, didn't really want to it's a terribly
dirty, dusty place, so stayed in a small hotel a 25 min walk away, major downside was Kazi (the
dog) was not allowed so she guarded the boat from 7 to 7. Once things were settled began the
process to drop the rudder for a look, the yard guys(3) began hand sanding the hull prior paint
and filled the rather deep coral gouges in the keel from our fun in Yap. As the guys were
sanding | began digging a pit to allow the rudder to drop free, about 3 1/2 ft deep by 3'x2',
whenever the supervisor went away the guys took my tools away and dug, glad they did, has to
be some benefit to geaserhood . Rigged both tackles from the running backstays under the
rudder to slow its descent, glad | had the look, was better than had thought, minimal electrolysis
and wear on the post, redoing the the stuffing box was a major pain but was able to re-secure it
to the hull and hope fully cure that leak point. Got it all back together with lots of grease and
elbow-grease. It all works with just two fingers to steer again.

Finished the bottom painting and back in the water for a 5 min putt to a slip in the Subic Bay
Yacht Club.

Yard Details:

Costs: In and out P400 x LOA

Laydays: P30 x LOA

Utilities: water and electricity (220) metered, and garbage charges
I will be happy if we get out for $3,000 US.

Higher fees if you use outside workers, plus royalty fees. All underwater work must be done by
WCV employees.

For security reasons as of 3/1 you can not stay onboard. This was a real hit for the local
caretakers, but thiefing has been a problem. We have been warned many times to lockup and
don't leave anything unattended.

Barefoot Dave set his bag down to photograph someone's launching and lost P12,000. Guard at
gate and one roaming 24 hours. So they are making a serious effort to control problem. Still
some local worker/caretaker liveaboards.

We didn't plan on staying onboard, (shoot me first), but we had no reservations and after a
frustrating afternoon of looking, nothing was available, Holy Week!! Didn't you know. Easter is a
week and a half off.

The yard was not much help, they were unprepared for this problem. They did let us stay the
first night, and the second day, with the help of a taxi driver, | found a nice place. He was
adamant that | not look in Olongapo, (sp?) due to security risks. Mango Valley #3 (047)
2502063/2064 is clean, quiet, simple, safe, 20 minute walk to boat, close to lots of groceries,
restuarants and fast food, the BIG mall, ATM's, and beach. P1,600 and up. No cooking or
refrigerators, but they may have them available after Holy Week, (watch me genuflect).
Everwhere else sold out until after Easter.
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Let the yard know at least a day ahead of your arrival, so they can prepare an entry/exit permit.

Strangely, the only place without cell phone service was our last night stop (14 44 493N / 120
16 069E) a 10 mile sail to Subic Bay. Nobody shot at us, but perhaps that was because we
followed a US Navy ship in.

All and all we are very satisfied with the workmanship, (better than what | would do). We
anchored in front of the ways and they immediately had us out of the water. Very safe, 6 guys
with a diver in the water for final positioning of straps before elevation. By 2:00 we were in place
with stands welded in place with rebar.

In 2 days the boats was prepped, and first coat of paint on. 5 guys working on it and very helpful
to R as he dropped the rudder and also had to dig a hole.The negatives: Very dirty, dusty,
pathetic cats and NO credit cards.

He says we will be out in 10 days, he has many boats coming in. We were lucky for our spot,
since they had just launched 4 boats.

1.7.6.3 Papaya Yacht Services (near PGYC & Subic)

Screensaver i 2016 - Papaya Yacht Services (Near PGYC & Subic): Slipping a yacht in
Philippines with 7ft draft can be challenging as places like Port Carmen and Davao can only get
you out and in at specific high tides due to depth issues. These problems do not exist at
Watercraft Ventures in Subic, or Papaya, where you can haul out at any time.

My haulout date was set a few days away, so | decided to head up to Subic and pick up the
paint, Ocean Master Kruiser 3. Typically this is very similar to International& Micron 66 and
comes at a similar pricing ( expensive) But it has done me well and the timing was right with
significant discounts.

Watercraft Ventures are a little too regimented and little more expensive, plus you can not stay
on your boat, whereas Papaya were more flexible and willing to work with you. Rohonson from
Papaya was very helpful in my case. If you go to Papaya, you need to make sure you have
everything between yourself and Papaya as there is ho way you can just duck down to the
hardware or to any marine shop, there is virtually nothing here.

That said | did have some stuff shipped in, and other than Fedx being a painful rip off, if you
used UPS all went well and Rohonson was also very helpful with receiving these items before |
arrived.

| got a quote from Papaya and other than items | changed he stuck to his quote. In my case
approximately 67000 ($1800 Ozy) for everything excluding the paint. This included about
22000 (600 Ozy) in polishing, plus some minor damage, power water etc. So in all, while this
was not the cheapest | believe it was very reasonable.

The travel lift is more than big enough for Screensaver and it has the height as well so there
were no issues hauling me out. Probably 50% of the yards here wond let you do your own
Antifouling as | guess they want the revenue. | was however allowed to do my own water
blasting, so as soon as her keel was on the ground, away I(we) went.

All did not quite go to plan though. My water blaster is 230v 50hz whereas the power here is

220v 60hz and my water blaster wasnodot tppefor keen o

3 minutes, ran for 8 and so on. | hadnot had
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Philippines power before this, solwasal i t t |l e surpri sed. I n the end
with couple of guys and we each did a side.

The wind had begun to get up and Screensaver was standing broadside on approaching gale
force winds, and | was getting nervous. | asked if we could put the travel lift back just for a bit of
extra peace of mind, as Screensaver began quiver in the wind. No proble--they did everything |
asked, and | was very glad as the wind peaked at 48knots over the next two days and | stayed
with the travel lift and stands all supporting Screensaver.

Sanding was under way and | usually get the top sides polished whenever | haul out in the vain
hope that this will help the Gel coat and retain some value in Screensaver for Mr Gucci in many
years. While the Polishing process was a taking longer than | liked and anticipated they were
doing a far better job than | have had for many years, and possibly the best job.

1.7.6.4 Manila Bay Yacht Club

Puerto Galera Yacht Club website i 2015: There is a travel lift is located at the Manila Yacht
Club, where welcome is reserved mostly for club members and reciprocal club members

1.7.6.5 Holiday Oceanview Marina (Samal Island, near Davao, Mindanao)

Soggy Paws 1 2015: Holiday Ocean View Marina at the north end of Samal Island in the Gulf
of Davao has a good solid railway and boat storage facility. They can handle catamarans up to
about 50 feet in length, and monohulls up to about 6 ft draft (7 ft possible, but can haul/launch
only on extreme tides). Deeper draft vessels will need to schedule their haulout around the
highertides. We haul ed and | aunched our 5.5 ft mono at
table for Davao).There is a good selection of skilled and unskilled workers available at the boat
yard. Almost everything (repair parts and supplies) can be found in Davao, or shipped in from
Manila or Cebu. The marina is a nice one, with floating concrete docks and a nice clubhouse
with good cruiser amenities. The city of Davao has lots of parts, etc. There is a marina shuttle
that runs (free) 3 times a day to the ferry dock for Davao. There is great shopping/provisioning
plus big malls in Davao.

Make sure you contact the marina ahead of time to schedule your haulout. There is usually a
gueue, and you candét just pop ithaywdltrytget haul ed
accommodate boats with an emergency situation.

1.7.6.6 Port Carmen Boatyards
There are two boatyards in Port Car men, Zekeobs

http://www.noonsite.com/Noonsite/PDF Files/PortCarmen

Soggy Paws 1 August 2018: A contact number for Zeke from Facebook: +63 9175429700

Camile - January 2014 (from Noonsite): Camille is an early Catana catamaran that has done
a ot of miles. We at€tarmeninMarch 212 tk iavéstigatg somel
persistent brown stains coming through the deck paint. In fact our investigations opened up a
whole can of worms.

To shorten a very long story, we had to remove many many layers of top coat and non skid
deck paint and filler to get to the top layer of fibre glass on our foam cored boat. Maybe 200 to
300 small cracks were ground out, epoxy filled and sanded down. The whole top of the boat
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was then given 2 layers of epoxy glass, faired smooth and painted with primer, top coat and non
skid. Now the boat looks better than new and we have started on the top sides and under the
bridge deck. We have also had paintwork and extensive woodwork and varnishing done inside
the boat and stainless steel fabrication outside.

Al'l the above has been done t ositeaworkferceyWelaregety st andar
pleased with it and all at a cost that would be much more expensive elsewhere.

We sheltered here during the super typhoon Haiyan that devastated nearby Leyte and Samar
last November. There was no damage to any of the yachts, and Zeke and some of his men
were on hand to see the yachts were kept safe. The bar here is a joy to use and would not be
out of place in a posh yacht club. It is a major asset in a boat yard.

A word of caution: many of the workers are highly skilled in their chosen occupations, but some
are not. It is up to you to monitor your jobs and weed out any that are not performing well.

While we have been here there have been some issues over paint jobs on a couple of yachts. In
my opinion the problem could have been dealt with more sympathetically by the management
here, and as a result, one of those yacht owners has been very vocal in his condemnation of the
boatyard. The painter who did both those jobs now no longer works here.

You wondt get a quevenghing i®matetiahcests plustabolrdor the day.
However, you do get weekly bills so you can monitor ongoing costs quite effectively.

I n conclusion, doné6t bGCoindoe wn and @lk te theyothér yachgiesjooku hear .
the place over and then make your decision.

Solita - January 2014 (from Noonsite): Sol i ta has just completed a 3 n
boat yard, Republic Drydock, Pt Carmen, Cebu, the Philippines. We have had an amazing

amount of interior and some exterior work done here, and we are very pleased with the results.

The workers we used are good at their job, lovely to deal with and professional in their care of

the boats they work with. Pepe is also very easy to deal with, and all his bills are transparent

and fair. The costs for all of our boat work, yard fees and electricity was very reasonable and

probably far less that in any other country.

This is our s e ciowedpent®rhonths herd lastBeaphaving a lot of exterior
timber, fiberglass and paint work done. Pepe even created a shallow-draft careening grid for us
so we could anti-f o u | here. We were so happy with | ast year

would return this year.

It should beacknowl edged that facilities here are Athird wi
come prepared to live and work in conditions not as luxurious as those in Australian, American

or British boat yards. The finished ¢$tamdardsnay not a
Having stated that, the comraderie between cruisers, the opportunity to share a cold beer at

Zekebs bar at the end of the day and the knowl edg
reasonable cost makes it all worthwhile.

There have been some negative comments about the boat yards this past year, and while it is
imperative that all opinions should be aired in the public domain, it should be remembered that
these are the opinions of individuals, and that they can have serious consequences if taken

generally. Unfortunately these recent comments have created some legal and business issues
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for the yard owners, and this has cascaded down to the workers and other people who earn
their living by providing services to the boat owners.

Our experiences here at the Pt Carmen boat yards have generally been positive ones, so we
would just like to add our comments into the mix.

Flow - April 2013: We had hoped to have a haul out at Zeked:
cradle and that had been occupied for months by one boat. What he can offer is to secure
alongside his jetty and wait for a tide that is low enough so you can do some work.

Kelaerin - December 2011: The entrance to Port Carmen is guarded by a reef. There is a

channel throughl24A@a2. 29AB4am®o6tNhen you carefully
water to Z e k eplace a mile south of the entrance. We entered at low tide and never had less

than 6ft under our keel.

Zeke is an expat American who has lived in the Philippines for 20 years. He has expanded his
boat basin over the years and is known for getting good wood work done there and some
engine work as well. He can use the slipway that belongs to the shipyard in between his two
basins. There is no hardstand. Zeke built a small clubhouse, which serves good food, beer and
wine at good prices. He charges the same price for moorage no matter what size the boat is,
250 pesos a day, which includes water and electricity. The boats are Med-moored on both sides
of the ditch, so passing other boats to get farther in can be tricky. Zeke was chock-a-block full
when we arrived, yet he managed to wiggle some things around and we had a unique tie up on
the outside of a catamaran until we could move in when someone else left.

It is an easy walk to the main highway to catch a bus into Cebu, where the shopping is best.
There is not much in Port Carmen itself other than a market and small stores. Danao is the
closest town with a few local fast food restaurants, laundry services, department store and
market. The Allied Bank is the only ATM that would work for us and the line to use it wraps
around the block, especially on Fridays. Danao is known for its gun factory.

Valhalla - May 2003: From July 2002 through May 2003, VALHALLA was berthed at Pinoy
Boat Services located in the 'Drydock’ area between Danao and Carmen, Cebu Island,
Philippines.

The boatyard is located within Port Carmen as shown below and is an excellent place to have
minor or major repairs completed. It's convenient for access to Cebu City (1 hr bus ride) where
just about anything can be obtained. Propane is available locally (Lilia's Store, 'Drydock City" -
they will get your tank filled) and fuel in Danao or Carmen. Danao has a large department store
and supermarket and good local market. Carmen has the best Internet Cafes in the area and
small local market.

Anchoring is available in Port Carmen, northwest of the entrance.

Pinoy Boat Services Website: Pinoy Boat Services is a full service yacht storage,
maintenance and repair facility in Port Carmen, Cebu, Philippines. You can stay here while you
are in the Cebu area, or we can keep your boat safely here while you are away; and we can
work on your boat. We can also deliver vessels of any size to anywhere in the world.

We specialize in fiberglass work, woodwork, and cabinet work on private yachts. We are
capable of work on any scale, from repairing a single drawer to complete renovation of a bare
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hull. Hardwoods are easily and inexpensively available here in the Philippines, and our
craftsmen are experts in their use

Our reputation for high quality & dependable service has helped us earn a loyal following and
the distinction of being recognized as a premier repair facility. Offering full repair and
maintenance services, we can meet almost any need.

Pinoy Boats services of Danao is a family,owned business with over 20 years experience in
boats and repairs. From the outset, we have been committed to the highest standards of
customer service for the boating community. Quality, professionalism and value has made
Pinoy Boats services of Danao the Philippines number one boat Repair centre, and a firm
favourite with loyal customers throughout the country and the world.. Friendly professional
advice We pride ourselves on providing our customers with a friendly and efficient service in all
aspects of boating. You'll be dealing with professionals in sales, finance and service who really
understand boats and the boating community. Together, they can help you with any query and
ensure you get the boat, the deal and the service that's best for you.

You are more than welcome to live aboard your yacht in our dock while you are enjoying the
delights of the Cebu area. Our yard is situated within a compound guarded by armed security
personnel, and is convenient to Port Carmen and Danao City. Transport to Cebu, is easy,
frequent and cheap.

You can leave your yacht here in our keeping indefinitely with complete confidence, and at most
reasonable rates. We are positioned at ten and a half degrees north latitude on the east coast of
Cebu island, about 20 nautical miles north of Cebu City. At this latitude destructive winds are
very infrequent, and our yard is laid out so as to enjoy excellent typhoon protection. All vessels
are moored fore and aft to heavily built jetties. Your boat will be kept here in cossetted safety
under Zeke's watchful eye!

1.7.6.7 Kudat, Malaysia

Fellow Traveler - 2012: Many boats in the Philippines to Kudat, which is in Sabah, East
Malaysia (Borneo) only a short sail across the Balabac straights from S. Palawan. It is about
400 miles from here. Big yard, huge travel lift, not the perfect boat yard, but a real one. It draws
yachts from all over SE Asia. | will go there when | finally bite the bullet and haul my boat.

1.7.7 Yacht Clubs and Marinas
This section copied from Puerto Galera Marina website

Philippine yacht clubs, marinas and sailing clubs are few and far between when one considers
that the Philippines comprises 7107 islands, with a vast expanse of safe sailing waters available
in and around the Philippine archipelago. The Philippine yacht clubs, marinas and sailing clubs
that do exist are generally determined to make every visitor feel as welcome as possible. Some
also have the capability to offer short, medium & long term hardstand boat storage.

In this directory we have listed all the active Philippine yacht clubs, sailing clubs and marinas,
starting with the one closest to Puerto Galera. Beyond Philippine yacht clubs, sailing clubs and
marinas, don't forget to check out the Yacht Friendly Moorings section for information about
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other places to tie up or drop the hook, and to make friends in the Philippines after crossing the
West Pacific, West Philippine Sea or the South China Sea

1.7.7.1 Punta Fuego Yacht Club & Marina, Nasugbu, Batangas
GPS Location: N14°07.79' E120°35.39'

Marina Facilities: Boat launching ramp, marina, showers, restaurant, Internet and fuel

Accepts visitors; short-stay marina berth (subject to availability), club membership absolutely
required for medium & long-stay berthing.

Marine VHF: 72
Tel: 463 43 729-0182 & +63 917 511-1616

Email: marina@clubpuntafuego.com

www: http://clubpuntafuego.com.ph

Screensaver i March 2017: Probably the nicest and newest marina facility in the Philippines.
Also charges at western prices. Clean tidy, small--around 25 berths, and 4 moorings, with
another 4 going in.

I would not go here in a Typhoon unless | was sure of the wind direction. It could get sea action.
There is a small café/restaurant/bar. Access beyond the marina is a little restricted as you are
in a closed estate.

No Hardstand or haul out. It does however have a fuel dock that | have used twice.

Kelaerin i Nov 2011: Our first stop after leaving Subicwas Punta Fuego, (14A07.°
120A35. 46E), a private marina in a cove beneath t
for the very wealthiest of the Philippine families. There was room at the marina and they accept

guests, but we comfortably anchored just outside. We had heard there was a restaurant on the

hill and when we went to the bistro at the dock we were told that the shuttle bus was for

residents only. The man standing next to her, obviously a resident and yacht owner, gently

reprimanded the young lady, telling her they must be welcoming to other yachts and then

sponsored us for the duration. When we went to pay our lunch bill we discovered he had picked

up the tab. A nice beginning to our cruise.

1.7.7.2 Taal Lake Yacht Club, Talisay, Batangas
GPS Location: N14.083° E120.994°

(Note: no longer accessible from the sea)
Club Facilities: Launching ramp, showers, restaurant, accommodation (adjacent) and Internet

Accepts visitors on daily membership basis; full club membership required for regular use of the
facilities.

Marine VHF: n/a
Tel: +63 917 838-3726

Email: peter@tlyc.com

http://tlyc.com
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1.7.7.3 Romblon Yacht Club, Romblon, Romblon
GPS Location: N12°35.37' E122°16.42'

Considered Typhoon Safe

Club Facilities: Moorings, anchorage, boat lanching ramp, sail training (dinghy); fuel and water
(by arrangement). Clubhouse under construction, more facilities to be added in 2013/14

Accepts visitors; offers short, medium & long stay moorings.
Marine VHF: n/a
Tel: +63 918 247-9941

Email: info@romblonyachtclub.com

http://romblonyachtclub.com

1.7.7.4 Busuanga Yacht Club, Busuanga, Palawan
GPS Location: N12°01.59' E119°59.00'

Considered Typhoon Safe

Club Facilities: Moorings. Showers, accommodation and restaurant, water, Internet, fuel and
mechanic at adjacent Puerto Del Sol Resort

Accepts visitors; offers short, medium & long stay mooring.
Marine VHF: n/a
Tel: +63 977 201-2223

Email: office@puertodelsolresort.com

http://busuangayachtclub.com

1.7.7.5 Manila Yacht Club & Marina, Manila City, Metro Manila
GPS Location: N14°33.66' E120°58.95'

Marina Facilities: Launching ramp, marina, moorings, travel hoist, showers, restaurant, Internet
and fuel. Note: the marina is frequently at capacity but there is an anchorage outside the
breakwater

Accepts visitors who arrive by boat only; club membership absolutely required for medium &
long-stay berthing. ONLY open to club members and reciprocal club members.

Marine VHF: n/a
Tel: +63 2 523-6926

Email: admin@manilayachtclub.org

http://manilayachtclub.org

Screensaver - March 2017: Expensive, they want a US $ Deposit and you better have deep
pockets. In spite of what some say it has a very nice bar and restaurant, and the Marina itself
seems in pretty good condition. You may have heard rumours about a curfew which is is partly
true. To clear that up, locals (i.e. Filipinos) may not enter after 8:00pm (wives excluded).
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They have moorings there, but if you have 2m draft or more, you will likely run into one of their
mooring blocks as | did. | would not stay on one of their moorings in a Typhoon, they are way
too close, but the marina itself, | think would be ok. The pollution in the water is heavy and it
does smell specifically at the lower tides. No hard stand or haul out. But excluding the price |
would go back there and stay, as it is very handy to see Manila and the waterfront is nice part of
Manila

1.7.7.6 Watercraft Venture Marina, Subic Bay Freeport, Zambales
GPS Location: N14°49.25' E120°17.50'

Marina Facilities: Marina, hardstand storage, travel hoist, haul-out ramp, water & power and fuel
Accepts visitors; offers short, medium & long-stay berthing or hardstand boat storage

Note: visiting yachts are required to obtain entry/exit permit; Watercraft will handle this for a fee.
Marine VHF: n/a

Tel: +63 47 252-1739

Email: wwvcmarina@yahoo.com

Screensaver i March 2017: Primarily Watercraft is for haul out and boats going up and
coming down from the hard stand, or where Watercraft are doing work on your boat.

If they have a free berth you might be able to get in. This is definitely not Typhoon rated and far
from it, but they have a deal with Subic Yacht Club whereby in the event of a Typhoon Subic
Yacht Club will find places for those in Watercraft. These guys are one of two that | know of that
have a travel lift. Easy access to Chandlery (Broadwater Marine)

Dream Away i April 2016: We arrived with a reservation at Watercraft Venture Marina. No
VHF contact, so no-one to help with lines, or tell us where to berth. We had booked, but maybe
we should have been more proactive and phoned or emailed the day before our arrival.

Watercraft Venture Corporation:

Bldg. 1031 Rizal Hi-Way,

Subic Bay Freeport Zone,

Olongapo City, Kalaklan, Zambales.

Tel: +63 47 252 1739 / 1740 Fax: +63 47 252 1738

Email: Cindy Kathleen Dela Cruz (known as Kath) at Watercraftventure@gmail.com

Her mobile is +63 932 865 6849.

Technical Operation Manager Jared Leong. Mobile: +63 922 837 3658 or +63 917 596 0231.

The marina would have been happy to complete our check-in ($$). They were quoting $50US
EACH for Quarantine, Customs and Immigration, $100US to coordinate the procedure, and
1,500Php for Port Authority. (The fees quoted are per boat so total is $US 250 + Port Authority)
As we had previously checked in in Tacloban, we only had to pay the Port Authority fee, for
which we never received a receipt. Best advice is to check in elsewhere before arriving in
Subic.

We docked into a vacant slip and went to talk to the marina office staff. All was well; we were
expected and told we could stay in our current berth for a week before the owner returned. We
organised a lift out date for the following month and agreed to move to another slip at the end of
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the week. So far all has gone as planned and we are happy with our decision to come here.
Work is being scheduled during our absence and more urgent jobs are currently being dealt with
at a very reasonable cost. We have encountered no security issues and are comfortable
walking outside the marina at night.

1.7.7.7 Subic Bay Yacht Club & Marina, Subic Bay Freeport, Zambales
GPS Location: N14°49.20' E120°17.45'

Considered Typhoon Safe

Marina Facilities: Marina, water & power, haul-out/travel hoist (by arrangement with Watercraft
Venture), showers, accommodation, restaurant, swimming pool, Internet and fuel (by
arrangement)

Accepts visitors; club membership suggested for medium & long-stay berthing.

Note: visiting yachts are required to follow entry/exit procedures (see yacht club website)
Marine VHF: 72

Tel: +63 47 252-5211

Email: marina@sbyc.com.ph

http://subicbayyachtclub.ph

Screensaver i March 2017: Would have been a grand place in its day, and the pool still is.
They are giving the place a face lift and | believe have a few other things in the plan, but it would
take a lot to restore it to its former glory. That said, it does have all modern conveniences, not
just power and water, it also has cable, phone, TV, etc., although much of it is not working.

As a visitor it is also western pricing, but as a long term share holder owner, the pricing is pretty
good and if | intended to base myself in the Philippines, it would be here. The Yacht Club is said
to be Typhoon rated and my guess is they are living on past credentials but this would, and in
fact was, my pick for any Typhoon hiding if | were going to stay in a Marina.

No Hardstand or haul out, but Watercraft is next door, easy access to Chandlery (Broadwater
Marine), shops about 1k down the road. This is in the free port zone so as a visitor you will need
to be cleared in and out, and a charge will be applied.

1.7.7.8 Saturday Afternoon Gentlemen Sailors (SAGS), Subic Bay Freeport, Zambales
GPS Location: N14°49.28' E120°16.31'

Club Facilities: The informal, fun SAGS sailing club in Subic Bay uses the Boathouse of the
Subic Bay Yacht Club and The Lighthouse Marina Resort Hotel by kind permission

Accepts visitors; has no berths or moorings or hardstand boat storage to offer in Subic Bay.
Marine VHF: n/a
Tel: +63 926 639-8531

Email: zedavecilla@lighthousesubic.com
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1.7.7.9 lloilo Sailing Club, Arevelo, lloilo City, lloilo
GPS Location: N10°41.3' E122°28.2

Club Facilities: Beach launching, dinghy storage, beach bar / restaurant, sailing courses
Accepts visitors; club membership recommended for medium & long-stay mooring.
Marine VHF: n/a

Tel: +63 33 336-1728

Email: iloilosailing@gmail.com

http://iloilosailing.webs.com

1.7.7.10 Cebu Yacht Club & Marina, Mactan Island, Cebu
GPS Location: N10°18.98' E123°57.51'

Marina Facilities: Marina, moorings, anchorage, restaurant, accommaodation, Internet and fuel

Accepts visitors; club membership absolutely recommended for short, medium & long-stay
berthing.

Marine VHF: n/a
Tel: +63 32 340-2939

Email: evosmena@yahoo.com

http://cebuyachtclub.com

Screensaver i March 2017: Cebu Yacht Club is probably the smallest of all of the marinas at

maybe 12 berths. Costs more than western pricing at
Needless to say, | went there only by land. It is subject to swell from passing ferries, but quite

handy to Cebu CBD, and Broadwater plus a few other handy places are right there.

Restaurant and bar at the marina, plus it is only a 2 min walk to many other choices.

1.7.7.11 Bohol Yacht Club, Tagbilaran City, Bohol
GPS Location: N9°38.97' E123°50.84"

Marina Facilities: Marina, anchorage, water & fuel (nearby), no clubhouse
Accepts visitors; offers short, medium & long-stay berthing.
Marine VHF: n/a

Tel, Email n/a

1.7.7.12 Abanico Yacht Club, Puerto Princesa, Palawan
GPS Location: N9.764094° E118.733764°

Club Facilities: Anchorage, moorings, dinghy-dock, pub-grub (except Tuesdays). Call VHF or
Tel# on approach (daylight) for guide to moorings /anchorage

Accepts visitors; club membership recommended for short, medium & long-stay berthing.

Note: getting an email reply is a challenge, best to telephone
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Marine VHF: 72
Tel: +63 908 888-4497

Email: abanicoyachtclub@yahoo.com.ph

1.7.7.13 Davao Boat & Leisure Club, Lanang, Davao City, Davao del Sur
GPS Location: N7.104000° E125.650333°

Club Facilities: Boat retrieval (tractor/trailer), boat/trailer hardstand storage, maintenance;
showers, power, water. Restaurant at adjacent beach resorts

Accepts visitors; offers short, medium & long-stay hardstand boat storage.
Marine VHF: n/a
Tel: +63 919 402-7765

1.7.7.14 Holiday Oceanview Marina, Samal Island, Davao Del Norte
GPS Location: N7.198170° E125.710195°

Considered Typhoon Safe

Marina Facilities: Marina; showers, laundry, power, water, Internet
Accepts visitors; offers short, medium & long-stay berthing.
Marine VHF: n/a

Tel: +63 929 510-5160

Email: info@holidayoceanviewmarina.com

http://www.holidayoceanviewmarina.com

Screensaver i March 2017: Oceanview Marina is definitely the best value for money in spite
of the erratic power and location. Plenty of free space when | was there (Jan 2017).

Security has been increased since the kidnappings from the marina in September 2015.

The marina offers some free shuttle and shopping services, plus free ferry from Samal to
Davao.

The yard can haul out both Mono (to 7ft draft, but must have spring tide) and Cats (to about 50

ft). Internet is next to useless, especially on weekends. There is no bar, food, or restaurant

anywherenear, except the mar i nba coarfreyrisn ga nb efiehro,n osro dbaa,r an
Cruisers do a Friday night potluck, and there are several opportunities a week to get a lift from a

cruiser into the nearby small town for dinner. Broadwater chandlery is down the road.

1.7.8 Boat Parts & Repairs

DO NOT SHIP STUFF INTO THE PHILIPPINES WITHOUT RESEARCHING THE OPTIONS.

In spite of what Fed Ex and DHL say, using them will be problematic for you. Stuff

coming in via DHL/FedEx gets stopped in Manila fo
take weeks and lots of money to get to you.
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See this section on various options / problems cruisers have had shipping stuff into the
Philippines.

Soggy Paws 1 January 2018 - Broadwater Marine: Broadwater marine is a marine store with

stores in Subic and Cebu. They opened one briefly in Samal, but have since closed it. They

stock a lot of stuff, and will ship within the Philippines. However, their stock largely comes from

Australia, at high Australian prices, and then Philippine customs duty is added. Fairly large

markup over other sources outside the country, if you can figure out how to get it into the

country. | f you need it, and they have it, itdéds nice t

Soggy Paws T January 2018 7 Yanmar Dealer Update: The Yanmar dealer in Cebu is not

operating any more. When we tried to get gaskets and saildrive parts from Azumi, they took

forever to give us a quote, and then the quote was very high. It was cheaper to order them in

the US and pay Johnny Air to ship them to us (approx. 2 week delivery from their consolidator in

NY) . I f you really needed them, flying to Singap
in stock. The US del aer didndét have what we need
shipped from Japan to the US. Silly system Yanmar has.

Soggy Paws 1 December 2016 7 Yanmar Dealer: There is no Yanmar dealer in Davao, but
there is one in Cebu and in Subic. The one in Subic told us they were the dealer for the
Philippines, and other places get their parts from them. We priced their parts and they were
approximately 30-40% less than US prices, but charge a customs fee (net ends up still way less
than U.S.).

The parts come from Singapore, and unless they have them in stock, will take about 20 days to
get to them in Subic, and then they will ship them to wherever you want in the Philippines.

Azumi Corporation

The Venue Annex Building, Units 201-205
Rizal Highway Corner Brillian St.

Subic Bay Freeport Zone

Philippines 2222

Telephone No. (047) 250-0806

Soggy Paws 1 December 2016 i Custom Freezer Box Materials: We had a brand new front-

loading 8 cu ft custom refrigerator box built by the carpenters at Holiday Oceanview in Samal.

We wanted a big box,well-i nsul ated, that wasno6t ted®VCHoether y . So
interior walls. We managed to source the Expanded PVC and the Extruded Polystyrene (blue

board) insulation in Manila.

Expanded PVC (Lightweight White Building Material that we used for interior of our refer box)

Cady MarketinginManila. | t 6s about $50 per 406x8086 12mm sheet,
into 46x46 squares and shipped them via 2GO to Da

Foam A Bl u éobReferringubation (aka Extruded Polystyrene)

This is 20 thickeextamdedl poilys2yyx46 panels, and
building insulation, but it is essentially the same stuff as sold in the US for fridge/freezer

insulation. This is what we used for our fridge insulation. We found them at a construction

company (Concrete Solution Builders & Supply in Manila) The panels cost 1050 php per panel,
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and they shipped them from Manila via some shipping company, and we had to go into Davao
to pick them up. It took about 2 weeks to get to Davao. Freight was an additional 7000 php.

The heavy duty hinges and the heavy door latch were shipped in via LBC Air (with help from a
friend in California) from the US, sourced from http://O-Reps.com

The Frigoboat compressor and evaporator plate were purchased in Singapore from Wilson
Tsing wiltsing@singnet.com.sq doing business as CT-Tech Marine Air-con Engineering. (we
picked it up ourselves on our way through Singapore in 2015, but you might be able to ship it in
via LBC?)

Soggy Paws 1T December 2016 i Balikbayan Boxes: Change in Balikbayan Box Policy. In

mid-December 2016 the PH Customs department announced a new policy that Balikbayan

boxes would no |l onger be fidut yizédhandeadpravanill ess you a
There is paperwork to file before the box arrives in the Philippines. This is supposed to take

effect Dec 25, 2016. We have one box enroute already via LBC, we will see how this shakes

out.

Soggy Paws 1 April 2016 - Shipping: Shipping stuff from the US, we have used both

AiBali kbayan Boxesd via LBC (|l bcexpress.com) and J
| arge boxes and one irregular parcel (a 960 tube)
arrived intact around 3 months later (as promised). We were able to track the progress of our

stuff through the LBC website. They go Sea Freight, and the cost was a modest $60-70US per

box.

We sent 1 small electronics repair part (a radar
address, and about 7 days later it was available for pickup at the Johnny Air office in downtown

Davao (near S&R). Shipping Cost was about 1900 php (~$50 USD). Both of these companies

handled whatever paperwork was required for import, and no extra duty needed to be paid

(unlike DHL or FedEx). We had Johnny Air ship to the Davao office (near S&R) and picked it up

there.

You can also have small parcels sent via the postal service. Make sure you get the
international tracking number option. It will be held for your pickup at the main post office. Only
a few of these have gone astray J .

Also, make friends with the people around you in the marina. Because of the problems shipping
stuff in, most people flying back from whatever country they are coming from, are willing to hand
carry small stuff in their luggage. In spite of 2 trips with humongous luggage, we have never
had a problem bringing anything in in the checked luggage.

There is more info on this in the Communication section.

Puerta Galera Yacht Club i 20157 Sail Repair: For simple sail repairs you may ask the
Puerto Galera Yacht Club to make arrangements with a local repairer who has a sewing
machine and thread designed for the task.

For more involved sail repairs, replacing a boltrope, re-cutting sails (and for new, replacement
sails in a variety of exotic and conventional materials) you should contact Hyde Sails in Mactan
(Cebu). Hyde Sails in Mactan is one of the main sail lofts of Hyde Sails UK and manufactures
for export a wide range of racing sails and cruising sails for many production yachts. Hyde sails
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have set up a special email address to handle sail repair in the Philippines. Contact Hyde Sails
using: repairs@hydesails.com.ph

Puerta Galera Yacht Club i 20157 Marine Supplies: The most comprehensive range of
yacht chandlery in the Philippines may be found at Broadwater Marine Yacht Chandlery outlets
in Manila Bay, Subic Bay Freeport, Cebu Yacht Club, Boracay, and Samal Island. Broadwater
Marine also offers yacht chandlery by courier to anywhere a courier will travel in the Philippines.
If you can't find what you are looking for there then you might try Al's Marine (Philippine Yamaha
distributor) in Makati City or go rummaging in hardware shops of Quiapo, Manila City, many of
which provide commercial-fishing-boat quality materials.

When it comes to yacht chandlery, the Philippines has it all but sometimes it is hard to find..

Sloepmouche - 2013: Import Duties for Parts: There can be big import taxes when you
purchase items from abroad as, surprisingly, they do not have a "yacht in transit" status here ...
BUT there are ways around this.

Anything coming from the USA by USPS has only a flat import fee of 1.25% ! And you can get
big boxes of stuff sent from many places around the world at no import tax at all .. check
"Balikbayan box" on the internet when you have a chance. We recently got lots of stuff from
Belgium as well as from the US )

Fellow Traveler - 2012: Bottom Paint: it's available, and I think reasonable. Most is ship or
commercial boat paint, not aimed at yachts, so is cheaper. If you find a place to buy it in a 5-
gallon bucket it would be even cheaper. Is it any good? Well, to be honest, no bottom paint
works these days.... Well, ok, a few years ago | put Micron 66 on a boat and that worked for a
year of the boat sitting (I sold it and new owner just used it as floating home). But it is $250 a
gallon....it SHOULD work. | think you can find something here a lot cheaper that would be ok....
might need scrubbing occasionally as yachts move slower and less often than ships, but ship
paint can usually handle scrubbing for the same reasons: can't be TOO soft or it would not last.

Woodwork: | am sure there are good woodworkers all over the Philippines. Most use pretty
rudimentary tools and would cost about $6-8 a day. Finding good hard wood is, | think, a bit
more difficult, but | have not really looked. | gather you can get teak in Kudat. I've heard workers
in Kudat are not as good and cost more than Filipinos (I'm talking grunt labor, not craftsmen) so
some take their workers with them....but you can get stuff done there.

Metal work: Philippines has welders out the wazoo. Everywhere. Not many will be experienced
with boat work, but if you can be very clear about what you want, you can get it done. If
aluminum, | know less about the locals for that. Also, there is a French guy here in Dumaguete
who is a very experienced welder, having built boats in steel and aluminum. He charges about
$6/hour. One friend refuses to hire him since he is SO DAMN EXPENSIVE! | think she is
crazy.... Yeah, locals work for $6 a day...but | would not and do not blame him for not doing so.
You would have to pay me that much to do ANYTHING. He can sail for Oz or New Caledonia
anytime he wants and get work in a yard at $20/hour or more.

I would try to get him if you need much fancy welding. He usually won't take simple, dull jobs,
says the locals can do it. | think you could get the welding done anywhere, but finding materials
would be easiest either in Cebu or Manila area. My Aussie friend who is rebuilding a 52-foot
aluminum tri says he gets stuff sent down from Cebu regularly, so you can do it here in
Dumaguete as we are not far from Cebu - a few hours - with ferries, buses, etc running regularly
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between. | have a small pick-up and there are ways to transport other items as well. | know a
good welder/"machine shop" (very basic) in Dumaguete that cruisers go to regularly. All of this
work would be dirt cheap.

Be aware, with all of this, this is not a yachting center.... Philippines makes Panama seem like a
paradise, with small chandleries and easy shipment from US.

Shipping stuff into the Philippines you do not get customs/duty waived as a yachtie, so
getting anything fast is a huge problem and expense....often duty is 100%. There is a means to
get stuff shipped without duty, called a "balikbayan box". This started with Filipinos from US
bringing or sending presents home. They are exempt from duty except small amount on
electronics. But, they come via ship: 1 month to Manila, 6 weeks to Dumaguete. Even finding a
decent selection of stainless steel bolts is very difficult here in Dumaguete.

In the end, I'd suggest doing what you can in the water either here in Tambobo or in Port
Carmen, perhaps using part of the storm season to do so, then head for Kudat for your haul and
anything you could not do here. Or maybe start there and buy teak, then come back here. They
get lots of small work boats, fishing boats, etc plus most yachts in the region and | think are
better set up for repairs. Also, KK (Kota Kinabalu) is nearby and | gather you can get almost
anything there.

1.7.9 Medical

Soggy Paws 1 Feb 2016: Medical and Dental care is usually reasonable quality and at a very
good price compared to the U.S. Ask around in the local expat community for
recommendations in your area.

There is a first-class heart facility at one of the Manila area hospitals.

1.7.10 Laundry

Soggy Paws 1 Feb 2016: | can only speak for Davao, but there are many wash-dry-fold places
in Davao. With a labor rate for semi-skilled workers at about $12 US per day, getting your
laundry done should be easy and inexpensive. The Holiday Oceanview Marina on Samal also
has DIY laundry machines (wash only, with a clothesline out back) for 100 pesos a load. But we
can send out our laundry to be wash-dried-folded for almost the same price.

1.8 News Sources
Below is a |ist @nbsthiEhglishdangudga dccesgs todhilippdne news.

Manila Bulletin: http://www.mb.com.ph/

Manila Times: http://www.manilatimes.net/

ABS i CBN: http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/

CNN Philippines: http://cnnphilippines.com/

Interaksyon (TV 5 News): http://www.interaksyon.com/

Rappler: http://www.rappler.com/

SunStar: http://www.sunstar.com.ph/ (local news by area)
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GMA Network: http://www.gmanetwork.com/news/

1.9 Embassies and Consulates

There is a US Embassy in Manila (and most other countries also have some presence in
Manila). There is no permanent representation at all in Davao from the US. However,
occasionally the Embassy will fly some people in and hold a day at a local hotel where you can
conduct Emabassy business. Nearest permanent presence for US Embassy business is Cebu.

1.10 Getting Visitors In and Out

1.10.1 Passing Through Manila

Most flights go through Manila, and ités someti me
booking a hotel, be forewarned that downtown Manila and Makati can be far away (due to
traffic) from the airport.

Terry on Valhalla recommends the Nichols Airport Hotel for short in-transit stopovers in Manila.
Rooms for 2 people start at about $35-40 USD and go up with amenities.

http://www.nicholsairporthotel.com.ph/

Soggy Paws 1 20181 Getting Around in Manila: When in Puerto Galera, we made several

side trips to Manila (to find repair parts, etc). This is when we discovered the LRT and MRT (ralil

transport) and figured out how to use them (easy and cheap and faster than a taxi). We also

di scovered that what vi s-bdifferers citiesaol metropoianrareds,a 6 i s ac
and itdés helpful to know what area you are trying

So now we choose a raldineahdthenusetthe mil to geteas closeltoewhere
we are going, and then walk, trike, or taxi to our ultimate destination. LRT21 runs north and

south through Manila, approximately every 10 minutes. The MRT runs east and west along the
south side of Manila (from Mall of Asia, | think, out toward Makati). Cars can get VERY full
during morning and evening rush hour, but in
had any problems ourselves, but we 0 staff cdvefublyn t
while on a jammed LRT. And we never were out riding around after dark.

t he
ol d t

At the major LRT stops, there are usually Jeepney routes going out in different directions.
Problem is, the Jeepney routes written on the side of the Jeepneys are unintelligible to non-
locals not familiar with local place names.
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Santolan

Ortigas
United Nations: Shaw Blvd.
Embassies
Pedro Gil
Bont
Quirino Ave.
Guadalupe

Buendia\mo S

Bus Gl Puyat Makati Buendia

e Libertad s LRT Line 1
Mall of Magallanes LRT Line 2
Asia, . iﬁgort B MRT Line 3

Again, having internet access on your phone, with Google Maps (and we also use Maps.Me),
helps immensely in getting around.

http://primer.com.ph/tips-quides/2016/09/19/expats-guide-Irtl-stations/

Paying for the ride: We used single-use tickets, bought from the booth at each station. You
need to know where you are going, and you buy a 1-time ticket for that stop. You wave the
ticket over a reader at the inlet to the station, and put the ticket in the slot at the outlet on your
destination station. They are very cheap.

Soggy Paws 2014 1 Sightseeing Manila: We spent a week in Manila on our way out of the
Philippines by plane. We booked a hotel downtown called the Palm Plaza Hotel on Pedro Gil

street for $53 USD a night, for a private room with bath. It was air conditioned, had cable TV,

clean, and fairly spacious. It it located almost right across the street from a block-long mall,

which makes it convenient for shopping and eating out. This is the older part of town, (Makati is
newer and more upscale), but it is close to al
take a very cheap short taxi ride to anywhere we wanted to. There are a number of hotels in

this aread all looked about the same price and quality.

We visited Corregidor (an island in Manila Harbor that was the last holdout of General
MacArthur before he escaped the Japanese advance in 1942). We took a long daytrip by
private taxi to Taal Lake, south of Manila. We had planned a side-trip to the Baguio area
(mountainous area north of Manila), but a stomach flu and lack of time caused us to drop that
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idea. There are also some interesting parks and monuments within walking distance
downtownd a few remnants of Spanish Manila. Plus the US Embassy is within walking distance
also.

1.10.2 Getting to/from Puerto Galera from Manila

Soggy Paws T June 2018: This seemed like an endlessly daunting problem when | first
researched it, butt naow ewvw atti mweesd,v eh edroentes it he scoop.

First, | HIGHLY recommend that travelers in the Philippines get a local sim card (I recommend
Globe) and know how to use Google Maps. We have found ourselves in taxis several times in

Manil a where the taxi driver doesndét speak much E
go. l'tdos al ways helpful to know where you are go
Grab.

Flying: There is no airport at Puerto Galera, but there is a Float Plane that flies a route
bet ween finear Manila airportodo to Puerto Galera. C
the float plane was NOT flying.

From the Airport by Bus / Ferry (entire trip 3-4 hours):

1. Take ataxi from the airport to Buendia. (use the metered taxis, not the ridiculously
expensive ones just as you exit the airport) t
are several bus lines at Buendia (this is an area, not exactly a bus terminal) that go to
Batangas. Jam is oned they are fairly reliable and leave every half hour for Batangas,
and go all the way to Batangas Pier (with a short stop at Batangas Central Terminal).

2. Take a Bus from Buendia to Batangas Pier. The buses charge approximately P160
for the one-way fare on a clean nice aircon bus all the way to Batangas Pier. You cannot
book them in advance, and there is no reserved seating. The bus trip takes about two
hours. The Jam bus does not stop, and there is no bathroom on the bus, so go before
you leave Buendia.

3. Take a Ferry from Batangas to Puerto Galera (1 hour). The PG ferries all depart from
Ter mi nal 3 at the Batangas Pier, itos the furt
you off. Just keep walking and asking for Terminal 3 Puerto Galera. There are 3 or 4
ferry companies running between Batangas to PG. The LAST FERRY leaves about
5pm (they can only run in daylight). They leave 5-6 times per day. Most are large ope
bangkas, but one, the Genesis |, is an airconditioned enclosed ferry. It costs about P25
more than the open ferries. In rough weather, the open bangkas can be quite wet, but
otherwise, they are kind of fun.

4., There are 3 primary destiSaddmgn,s RwmerPtuerGal d&rad
(most pronounce this moo-lay, but it is of Spanish derivative and is properly
prounounced mwell-yay) and White Beach. Be sure you know which of the 3 you are
going to, as it will save you time to get the right ferry. You can get from one to the other
by tricycl e or s maolgéttothe right gestindtian diredtit. fgouamen si er t
meeting a cruising boat, most likely you want to go to Muelle. The ferry will cost P250-
300. You candédt make reservations. Ferries on
weather is not too bad.

49



5. IfthePuert o Gal era Ferrr i &ygougerstckdBataRgasiwith bad) é
weather, it is possible to take a larger ferry from Batangas (one of the other terminals in

the same complex) to Calapan, a fairly2big cit
hour bus ride (Express Van or Jeepney) from Calapan to Puerto Galera/Sabang/White
Beach.

From the Airport by Private Taxi/Van (2-3 Hours):

It is possible to get a taxi or direct shuttle van from the airport to Batangas Ferry. I havenodot d
i t, burdthelcdstrwill be around $80-$100 USD one way for a van load (6-8 people with

luggage). If you are coming into a hotel in the PG area, they will usually help arrange the

shuttle van. From Batangas, see step 3 above.

Going back to Airport/Manila from Puerto Galera:

1. Allferries go to Batangas terminal, but some stop to pick up passengers at another
|l ocati on. I f youbre in a hurry, make sure you

2. When you get to Batangas, there are one or more buses waiting there to take
passengers to Manila. If you are going to the airport, you want buses going to Buendia.
However, | am told that the bus waits there until it fills up, which may be quite some time.
(Jam says their buses leave the pier every half hour, so if you see a Jam bus, this may
be the way to go). Otherwise, you can take a trike or jeepney into the Batangas Central
Bus terminald follow the bulk of the people leaving the ferry through a couple of
buildings and out front, and start asking for a trike to the Central Bus Terminal. You can
get a trike for as l|little as P100 (for 2 peopl
into the bus terminal. Make sure they drop you near the Jollibee (a fast food place) in
front of the terminal. One shady trike driver dropped us nearly a half a mile away. And
ités a |l ong hot walk dragging luggage, especi a
going. The bus terminal is approximately behind the Jollibee. There are no taxis in
Batangasd who knows why?

3. Several bus lines go from Batangas Central Bus Terminal into Manila, and they go
different places. So when you get to the Central Bus Terminal, keep asking for Buendia
(i f youdbre going to the airport). From Buendi
airport.

1.10.3 Flying In with No Return Ticket

FB April 2018: Re Non Nationals or Residents Flying into Philippines without an onward ticket,
we pass on the following:

Thank you for writing to AirAsia.

In response to your email, kindly bring the necessary documents needed to prove that you are
returning to your yacht such as proof of ownership and the customs clearance stating where the
yacht is docked and when it entered in the Philippines. If you are a passenger or a crew,
passenger manifest of the yacht is needed to present with a confirmed date of departure or a
general declaration. Holding these proof of documents together with your passport, our check in
counter officer may allow you to board the flight under booking number VGRBTY even without
holding a return ticket.
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Note this policy is not the case with Cebu Pacific who have a Policy of fly in must fly out, not
ship out. FYI the cheapest ticket out is AirAsia from Manila to Kota Kinabalu (1580 php).

Soggy Paws 1 January 2016: When we checked in for our flight from LAX to Singapore to

Davao, the Singapore Airlines agent would not issue us a boarding pass, because we had no

onward ticket from the Philippines to elsewhere. We DID have a letter from the marina, and our
incoming Immigration form (which was all that the Davao Immigration office would give us). We

talked with a supervisor and argued for at least 45 minutes. We showed them the picture of the
Davao | mmigration officer who said that we woul
smartphone trying to book a cheap flight out of the Philippines, Dave kept arguing. What finally

wor ked was showing them our Captainds Licenses,

dn

a

farriving shipbs crewo. The supervisor tiold us t
departure date, it would have been more acceptabl

we would be departing, so our letter on marina letter-head said that our boat was at their marina
and we would be departing the Philippines on our boat. Somakes ur e your fAmari na

more specific (even if you dondt know for sur e,

future).

Soggy Paws 1 August 2015: We have now flown in and out of the Philippines a number of
times from various locations on various airlines. Every time was a little bit of hassle, but every
time the paperwork we got from the Marina, along with our boat papers, Immigration check-in
paper, and a piece of paper with the picture and name and phone number of the Philippine
Immigration Officer in Davao who assured us that was all we needed to come in without an
onward ticket, was all we needed. One trip on Air Asia it was nip and tuck, and they held us at
the departure gate in Singapore until everyone else had boarded, trying to get in touch with
Manila Immigration Officials. They finally had a gate supervisor look over all our paperwork a
third time and they let us on the plane.

We tried to take a piece of paper down to Immigration for their stamp before we left¢é a At o
whomitmay concerno, but they refused to issue us
| mmi gration person, with Al mmigrationd and her
successfully severaltimes. She said Al f anyone gievwsengphgneu any
number , have them call me . 0O

From various cruisers on Noonsite - April/May 2013: American Airlines now require an
onward reservation when returning to the Philippines even if you have documents supporting
the fact your boat is berthed there.

Returning to the Philippines from the United States had a new twist recently. | was using the
return portion of my Manila-San Francisco-Manila ticket. | was prepared with documents
supporting my yacht being in the Philippines as was often useful in the past. United Airlines
indicated that the policy had been tightened and an onward ticket was definitely required. The
ticket agent apparently needed to enter the onward reservation number into the system. To
solve the problem | purchased a full fare one way Manila-Guam ticket as | knew United served
that route. That's all | needed. Immigration in Manila did not ask to see the onward ticket. Nor
did I need it for a visa extension. It was simple get a full refund to my credit card when |
cancelled the ticket, online, a few weeks after arriving in the Philippines.

With reference to the above topic we had the exact same problem flying with Air Asia, and were
denied boarding at the gate. Fortunately | work for an airline and managed to purchase a ticket
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on line there and then and once they had a ticket number we were allowed on board! Oddly
enough a few weeks later with Dragonair they weren't the slightest bit bothered!

(Editor's note: other cruisers have reported that as long as they carried their Customs
Clearance papers with them, these were sufficient to prove that they would be exiting the
Philippines on their yacht.)

1.11 Communications

1.11.1 VHF

General VHF Advice that applies to all areas: Be aware that on high power, a good VHF will
transmit 25 miles line of sight. So if you are only doing within-anchorage communications,
switch to low power. On the flip side, if you are trying to call across island, or to the next island,
use high power, and turn your squelch down. Make sure you are aware which channels are
automatic low power (ie 17, 67 on some radios), and stay away from the low-power channels for
long distance conversations.

Though widely spaced in channel number, channels 16, 68, and 18 are very close to each other
in frequency. Mo st ‘'YoHdhaneehlf, smlong distarece comnduniaatiores d
will work best on 16, 18 or 68. Conversely, in a crowded anchorage, transmission on high
power on channel 18 or 68 ma y 0 'mveet@athannel 16 (and almost any other channel, if
you're close enough). You don't need high power to talk to the boat next to you, so turn your
radio to Low Power!!

Alsobe aware that some channels that 'chameelsincans us
International mode. So, for example, you may have trouble communicating with a European

boat, or an American boat whose radio is in International mode, on Channel 18. (see any VHF

guide for the full list of international and US channels and frequencies, but any US channel

d esi gn alikeel8a, 22a& etc will cause trouble with VHF's in international mode).

Make sure you ask in each port what the local channels are--both so you know how to reach
someone ashore and so you know not to use those channels for your off-channel conversations.

1.11.2 SSB Radio Freguencies and Nets

Soggy Paws / Carina - 2014: Carina started a Marine SSB net back in 2012 call the Shellback
net, to communicate with the small handful of boats that were headed north for Southern
Cyclone Season, instead of south. This net was carried west across Micronesia as the bulk of
the boats moved west, changing time zones as necessary for the convenience of the boats
headed west. It is now (July 2014) operating on 8110 USB at 0730 Palau time and 0630
Philippines time. It will likely be bumped back an hour when the rest of the boats finally leave
Palau for the Philippines. Whether this net will persist when all the boats are in harbor is hard to
say.

PGYC - 2010 PDF: there is an excellent HAM radio station at 14.323 MHz, on-air everyday at

00:00 Z/GMT/UTC. The South East AsianMar i t i me Net (formerly known
friendly participation service where yachts cruising around the South China Sea and beyond can

keep up to date on who, what and where. Richard is the facilitator on-air and all are welcome.
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1.11.3 Telephones & Cell Phones

There are two major carriers in the Philippines and several other auxiliary carriers. The advice |
got on arriving was that Smatrt is best for phones and Globe best for data. | am not positive that
is true, but a sim card from either one would work fine in most populated places. Since the sim
cards are only 40 PHP (only about $1 USD), | carry both and have swapped one for the other if
I dm in an area of no coverage on the other.

1.11.4 Internet Access

Soggy Paws T March 2017: Internet in the Philippines seems to be 3G and 4G data. Smart
and Globe. See the section above on Telephones & Cell Phones.

After having done some cruising and traveling in a number of places in the Philippines, if you
really need internet access, get BOTH Smart and Globe. We had Smart in our phones and
Globe in a hotspot device. Globe seemed to have wider coverage, but there were definitely
places where | could not get Globe, but could get Smart. If you only want one carrier, Globe
seems more widely distributed.

Both are adding 4G data, available only in the bigger cities.

Screensaver i March 2017: Sims available in most minor and major cities and towns. | used

Globe which definitely seemed to have better coverage than Smart. Burias had the worst

coverage and most of it had no Globe or Smart. Philippines internet is worse than Malaysia,

Thailand or Indonesi a, mostly | expect do to over
on your phone or one way or another the ISP will take it with many small tricks. | used an

unlimited plan ($24au pm), and by that they mean they will throttle you back if you use to much

(>1GB pd or 5GB/month), but wont cut you off. Coverage was mostly 3G. If you call a lot of local

Mobiles or talk for long periods you can get some very cheap Promo6s t hat are definit
effective.

Some perhaps useful info (applies to Globe only):

Emergency number is 117 also supports SMS 112 911 also route to 117

Internet data Bal *143# 1,,1 Phone Balance SMS to 222

Top up Phone *143#, then 2,2, my account,load call card, 10 digit card number, 6digit pin
Internet Balance *143#,1,7,1

Plan unlimited data *143# 1,1,3,2,1

APN name My Globe.inet

APN "http.globe.com.ph”

Support Call 211 then 1 then 1 or http://www.globe.com.ph

At GOSURF 999, you get 5GB of mobile internet, plus premium services like Spotify Premium
and superSurf 999 all you want for 30 days

1.11.5 Mail & Shipping Stuff In

DO NOT SHIP STUFF INTO THE PHILIPPINES WITHOUT RESEARCHING THE OPTIONS.
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In spite of what Fed Ex and DHL say, using them will be problematic for you. Stuff
coming in via DHL/ FedEx gets stopped in Manila fo
take weeks and lots of money to finally get to you.

Specific incidents: (1) Changing Spots tried to ship a drone in from Hong Kong (via a shipping

company). Drone got stopped in Customs in Manila and took about $300 in duties and fees to

get it broken loose. (2) Mystic Rhythms ordered an AIS from China and had it shipped direct via

DHL. It was held up in Customs for duties. In spite of trying to conform to paperwork for a

Ayacht in transito / repair parts, Mystic Rhythms
Customs hands, as the fees to clear it were ridiculously high. (3) Sidewinder shipped a

refrigeration unit in via DHL, paying big bucks for express shipping. It got to Manila very quickly,

where it stalled in Customs for 5 weeks, while they wrangled with the Customs duties. They

paid something like another $500 in duties and fees before they could get their parcel forwarded

on to Davao.

Soggy Paws 1 March 2018: Another rules change on Balikbayan boxes declared in late 2017
was rescinded soon after it was issued, and we were able to ship Balikbayan boxes from
Atlanta, Georgia to Davao for around $80-90 USD. (Large LBC boxes). They took about 2
months to get to Davao. We also again shipped several smaller parcels via JohnnyAirPlus.com.
All arrived within about 2 weeks of being received at their NY facility. They will consolidate
shipments in NY, but you have to sign up for their program in advance, register your packages
with them, and they have to be received within 2 weeks of each other.

Sloepmouche i April 2017 7 ShippingCart.com: We shipped some boat parts coming from
the U.S. via www.shippingcart.com. You register with them (free) and they give you their
consolidatordéds address in Hayward, California. Yo
prohibited goods) and Shipping Cart will keep it for up to 30 days with no storage fees. Once
they receive an item for you, they take a photo of it and email it to you so you can decide to
accept or refuse the parcel. You can order the forwarding of your packages online with instant
guotes for air freight (10 days) or sea freight (6 weeks). The price quotes include insurance up
to 500USD (extra for a fee) and any Customs duties (quite low in this special case!). They called
us to let us know that the first parcel arrived and to ask us to pick it up within seven days.
Surprisingly, the parcel arrived about 10 days before the ETA so that was good, but we could
not dillydally to get to Coron.

Soggy Paws 1 March 2017: After another few months in the marina working on upgrades and

repairs, wehave several additional comments on shipping
We have used both JohnnyAirPlus (from NY) and LBC (from San Diego) for air shipments in

2017. Both arrived in 10-15 days and were processed through to us with no Customs duty or

agent fees at all (beyond what you paid for shipment). 2 small LBC shipments of small light

parts were shipped for $35 for each box.

I n spite of what was a widely distributed Arul es
2016, we were still able to receive large Balikbayan boxes, shipped by a friend from San Diego

via LBC, with no duties paid or agent fees, shipped by surface ship. In December 2016, LBC

charged us $90 per box, and the shipping took 6-8 weeks, including transshipment to Davao.

LBC and Johnny Airnow botho f f er a fshi pment scAnotleofienddiseddanono ser
independent service called FilOutlet (filoutlet.com) in San Diego for consolidating various online
purchases into Balikbayan boxes.

54



Though the Balikbayan box mechanism is meant for repatriating Filipino Overseas Workers, we
have used it ourselves for several years, and have paid zero duty and zero agent fees for
approximately 4-5 large boxes of various boat parts, personal items, and food items.

Though we only talk about our own experiences shipping from the U.S., we do know that there
are Filipinoshippi ng compani es al l over the worl d.
and the UK, as other friends have shipped from those locations. Just find a local Filipino store
and ask them about ité

Soggy Paws T April 2016: We had a small electronics repair part (a radar display head) to
Johnny Airés New York address, and about 7
Air office in downtown Davao (near S&R). Cost was about 1900 php (~$45 USD). Johnny Air
handled whatever paperwork was required for import, and no extra duty needed to be paid
(unlike DHL or FedEXx). http://JohnnyAirPlus.com

If you want to read numerous accounts of this issue from Filipinosé
https://elizavictoria.com/2012/08/28/the-bureau-of-customs-is-out-to-get-you/

Shanghaied i Feb 2016: A friend discovered this service
https://Ibcshippingcart.ph

When you are registered they provide a US address so makes use of the free shipping within
the US. You can then either air or sea freight and to date my friend has paid no duty/customs.

And another similar service here https://www.shipito.com/ and they have office in Europe too but

| do not know if they require duty etc.

Soggy Paws 1 Jan 2016: We had 4 boxes/parcels shipped from the U.S. as Balikbayan boxes.

3 were by surface freight via LBC Express (http://lbcexpress.com ) and one was by air via LBC.

Since we were in the U.S., we packed and delivered them ourselves to LBC drop-off points. We

googled a little and asked around in our locality. In San Diego we used LBC Express from an
office there. In Florida, we found a Philippine Ice Cream Shop in Cocoa Beach who had LBC
stop by about once a week. And to connect with the air connection, we dropped our two
sections of roller furler track off at an LBC drop point in Jacksonville.

The Air Freight stuff was delivered in about 2-3 weeks. The shipped stuff took 2-3 months. In

al | cases, it took a week or two for the stuff we

tracking (so don6tf4paicels haye made tBeir wdy 0 1us, with noaanmtage,o

no pilferage, and no duty.

Another friend used http://www.filoutlet.com/ to consolidate parcels from Amazon.com, and was
very happy with their service. It costs a little more than shipping a box yourself, but is very
handy if you are here and trying to order stuff from the U.S. They are a little picky, however,
that what you ship conforms to the Balikbayan box reguations.

From SSCA Forum Feb 2014: If you need to import anything into the Philippines then sending
it in a "Balikbayan" box may be possible.

A Balikbayan box is normally used by OFWs (Overseas Foreign Workers - Filippinos working
overseas) to send "goods" to their family and friends. There must be tens of thousands of these
sent every week. Most are packed into containers but there is an airfreight service.
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The boxes are made by "specialized import/export" agents and "given" out by Filippino shops all
over the world. If you cannot get a recommendation as to a reliable agent then there are lists
published on the web of scam agents - best to check. Possibly search under "balikbayan
blacklist".

The Philippine government site dti.gov.ph has more information under "Balikbayan Boxes".
Sea containers take a few months but | understand that airfreight is much much faster.

They are mostly sent in specially sized (to pack into a container) and marked boxes sealed with
a few miles of transparent packing tape. Once this is done one is indistinguishable from another.

Most seem to come in through Manila and are then distributed throughout the country possibly
by inter island ferry. Anecdotal evidence seems to suggest that boxes coming into some other
ports may get very close customs inspection.

So if you have a friend/relative who can get to a Filippino shop and ask for a balikbayan box it
can be an effective way of bringing goods into the Philippines.

Most boxes contain biscuits, sweets, old clothes and household items so if looking to pad out a
box use whatever you have lying around. It all gets used. After Yolanda/Haiyan old solar panels
may be particularly prized.

If you want to bring in an odd sized item or need airfreight it would be best to ask the pickup
shop for the contact phone number of the agent and to discuss the matter with them. Any
concerns about paying the appropriate amount of customs duty should be raised with the
forwarding agent.

Or ask any Filippino!

Brick House - April 2014: Looks like many BALIKBAYAN companies in US are blacklisted for
use (have not been reliably delivering - held up in customs forever etc)

Known bad ones right now are:
The freight forwarders on the DTI blacklist...but more could crop up (so dont use these)
Associated Consolidation Express
Alas Cargo
AAA Cargo Express Inc.
Shipping Express in Chicago
ABS-CBN Star cargo
AAA Cargo Express Inc.
ABS-CBN Star Kargo
Aerosend
Associated Consolidations Express (ACE Cargo)
FRS Philippine Freight Services, Inc.

Pentagon Cargo, Inc
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REN International
Shipping Express
South Atlantic Cargo

Star Xpress Forwarders

1.11.6 News

http://www.philstar.com/

1.12 Diving

1.13 Tsunami Information

Soggy Paws - March 2014: The entire Pacific Basin is subject to tsunamis. Since we have
been in the Pacific (5 years), there have been 3 significant tsunamis which have affected
cruising locations (American Samoa and Tonga in 2009, South America, Galapagos & Panama
in 2010, Hawaii & Mexico in 2011).

The tsunamis originate in various locations, but the worst origination locations were Japan and
Chil e, h o we v e r' happaraimtiyesedocatiamgrittatr de not cause widespread
tsunamis.

The Pacific Tsunami Warning Center website is located here:

http://ptwc.weather.qov/

If you have onboard email, it is a good idea to subscribe to tsunami warning emails while you
are in the Pacific, which you can do on this website. It might be useful to first subscribe from
your internet email for a little while, to understand what messages might be coming your way,
and how often, before you chance clogging up your onboard email.

1.14 Cruising Information Sources

We are indebted to the people and organizations below for documenting their experiences and
sharing them with us. We hope they don't mind that we've gathered their comments into this
document to share with other cruisers who don't have internet

A few details about the boats are included, where we knowthem,s o you can assess wh
foot under the keel' means, for example.

Where it's important, we've annotated the contributions. But every section is a mix of several
sources.
1.14.1 Websites & Facebook Groups

Here are some websites you should visit when you are looking for information on cruising this
area:

http://pgyc.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/SailSEAsiaGroup/
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Women Who Sail SE Asia (facebook group)

If you are a diver, you might be interested in this Facebook Group:

https://web.facebook.com/groups/PhilippineParadiseDivers/

or this website:
http://starfish.ch/dive/Philippines.html

1.14.2 Cruiser Reports

For most of the earlier sources, we have gleaned the information off the internet (cruiser's
websites, blogs, and online forum postings) or out of an SSCA bulletin. For the sources
reported below as 2013-2017, much of the info has come directly from our cruising friends,
helping to round out the information in our various Compendiums.

Mokisha (2016-2017) i Collen and Tom, 42 ft Monohull. Did a refit on Mokisha in 2016 in
Samal and then spent 2017 and 2018 cruising in the Philippines.

Soggy Paws (2014-2018) - Dave and Sherry on Soggy Paws.

Soggy Paws arrived as a CSY 44, a 44 foot monohull with a 5.5' draft. But Dave and Sherry
sold Soggy Paws while at Oceanview Marina on Samal Island, Davao, Mindanao. The new
Soggy Paws is a St. Francis 44 Mk |1, a 44 ft catamaran.

While in the Philippines, Dave and Sherry made 4 trips in and out of the Davao aread to
Sangihe, Indonesia in 2014 (a short trip). From Malaysia to Davao in summer 2015, and from
Davao to Raja Ampat, Indonesia starting in May 2016 and then to Palau and back to Davao in
November 2016. In 2017, they went down into SE Indonesia from March to August.

In March 2018, they plan to finally cruise from Mindanao up into the central Philippines.
Soggy Paws' blog is here:
http://svsoggypaws.blogspot.com

Sloepmouche (20137 2018): 46 ft trimaran. Feel free to watch any of our new videos about
these areas, andthepup pi e s 6 a dhere antwww.¥oaTukie.com/sloepmouche

MV Moken (2012-2018): Sandra and Chris

https://moken.ca/blog-posts/

Screensaver (2016-2017): https://screensaver49.wordpress.com/ Blogged frequently and
cruised all over Philippines, but didnét put his
position feed is posted on his blog in a side bar. Load that into Google Earth and you can

deduce where he anchored.

Freebird (2015) i Simon on Freebird, an Australian vessel. Reported some of his anchorages
on his way out of Cebu on Noonsite.

Valhalla (2014) - Valhalla has been hanging around in the Philippines for years. Terry
maintains a prolific website with lots of up to date information. http://yachtvalhalla.net/ Among
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other things, you will find downloadable Google Earth charts, waypoint lists in GPX format, and
other really useful information.

MV Solita (2014) - Solita has been cruising in the Philippines for years. They have done a

great job of publishing mini-cruising reports of their trips through various parts of the Philippines
on Noonsite. We have picked from these to add highlights, but refer you to Noonsite to
downl oad their guides directly )Xsee section

Elizabeth Jane Il (2014) T EJ2 is a Peterson 44. http://meridiansahoy.blogspot.com/

Carina (2014) - Philip and Leslie on Carina. http://sv-carina.org

Westward Il (2014) - Westward Il left Palau in mid-2014, headed for the Philippines. They have
a website http://westward.steddy.com.au , but most of the information in this guide attributed to
Westward Il was gained by verbal communications over the HF radio.

Brick House (2014) - Rebecca and Patrick arrived at Oceanview Marina in summer 2014 and
left in the fall, headed south for Indonesia.

http://www.sailblogs.com/member/brickhouse/

La Gitana (2014): Volker & Michaela. La Gitana hauled in 2014 and stored in the marina
hardstand through 2017.

http://www.seezigeuner.de (in German)

Kokomo (2014) - Peter and Donna on Kokomo arrived in the Philippines from Palau in May
2014. They are in Cebu having work done on their 50' Prout Catamaran.

http://www.sailblogs.com/member/svkokomo

Downtime (2013) - http://downtimecat.blogspot.com Downtime is a big catamaran with a large
RIB dinghy. They went from Palau to Davao in mid-2013.

Fellow Traveler (2010-2014): Doug on Fellow Traveler hung out for a few years at a place
called Port Bonbonon (near Dumaguete) at the south end of Negros Island. He has fed us info
in response to our questions on a lot of subjects regarding the Philippines.

Savannah (2013) - We are indebted to Monica from s/v Savannah for collecting and collating
information as they passed through the Philippines. Her guides are posted on their blog, plus
additional information available in their various blog posts:

http://savannahsails.blogspot.com/

Savannah is a 40 ft Owen Easton Catamaran.

Zephyr (2013) - Bill and Tracy Hudson on Zephyr spent a few weeks in Davao in 2013. They
have a Shin Fa 458 (monohull).

Their blog is located here:

http://www.sailblogs.com/member/svzephyr

Sloepmouche (2013-2016) - Sloepmouche is a trimaran. They spent a year on the hard in
Davao in 2013-2014.

Wiskun - 2013 and before: The cruising community suffered a great loss at the recent
unexpected passing of Ellen Lee Kwen, who, along with her sailing partner, Kjartan
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Sekkingstad, (s/v Wiskun) were managing couple for the Holiday Ocean View Marina in the
Davao area of Mindanao in the Philippines.

Ellen collapsed suddenly on 17 April, 2013, when a blood vessel broke in the lower area behind
the brain. She remained in a coma until her death on 19 June.

Ellen had been a driving force in developing and promoting awareness of Samal Island and the
Davao area of Mindanao as a safe and secure, typhoon-free cruising destination for sailing and
motor yachts, especially after the recent completion of the Holiday Ocean View Marina, the only
marina and haul-out facility in the area for yachts of this category.

In August/Sep of 2012, Ellen, acting as liaison between agencies in the Philippines and

I ndonesia, helped to promote fASail Mor ot ai 0, the
response was so well received, that a yearly rally has been done every year since, departing the

Davao area in

She and Kjartan were Cruising Station hosts because of their welcome, their responsiveness,
their new yard and clubhouse facilities featuring very reasonable prices, and most of all for the
uniquely close community spirit they created among all who arrive here. They truly fostered the
spirit of camaraderie.

Arnak (2010) i Arnak came up from Kudat and made a circuit of Palawan and the islands north
of Palawan. Arnak is a Spray 13.5m monohull.

Puerto Galera Yacht Club: PGYC has put out a number of "cruising guides" in PDF format to
help their members and visiting yachtsmen enjoy cruising the Philippines.
1.14.3 Noonsite

Originally started by Jimmy Cornell, this site is a great repository of information for all those out-
of-the-way places. Made possible by YOUR contributions.

http://www.noonsite.com

1.14.4 Seven Seas Cruising Association

The SSCA is a world-wide organization for cruisers whose primary function is to exchange
information about cruising destinations. They have a monthly publication that is mostly letters
from cruisers about the areas they are cruising. They also have a good website and a well-
attended bulletin board. Membership is reasonable, and the monthly publication is available
electronically every month. Indexed back issues are also available electronically.

http://www.ssca.org

1.14.5 Ocean Cruising Club

The OCC is a world-wide organization for cruisers whose primary function is to exchange
information about cruising destinations. They have a website and bi-annual publication that is
mostly letters from cruisers about the areas they are cruising. Membership is reasonable, and
the publication is available electronically. Indexed back issues are also available electronically.

http://oceancruisingclub.org
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1.14.6 Online Cruising Guides and Info

Download the never-published Cruising Guide to the Philippines by Conant Webb. He has
given us permission to put his work-in-progress cruising guide on our website. It's a 2Mb PDF
file.

http://svsoggypaws.com/files/index.htm#se-asia

Also, download these great writeups by MV Solita:

Cruising Palawan and the Calamian Islands

Cruising the Visayas

Port Carmen Boatyards

And Terryds Sargent / Yacht Val hall ads Waypoint

http://yachtvalhalla.net/navigation/terrystopics.htm

1.15 Printed Sources

1.15.1 Cruising Guides

We are consciously NOT duplicating any printed, copyrighted information here. It takes a lot of
effort AND money to publish a cruising guide, and we firmly believe that if it is still in print, you
should BUY it, not steal it (in electronic form).

Combing the Coral Carpet-Sailing Tales and the Cruising Guide to the Philippine Islands.
According to author Bruce Curran, the 1st edition can be found at the major yacht clubs in the
Philippines, all copies have sold out but the 2nd edition is due out in the first half of 2015 (still
not out in early 2016)

1.15.2 Recommended Reading

These books we have found to be useful for understanding the history and culture of the
Philippines.

Escape from Davao (WWII era Philippines)

The Battle for Leyte Gulf (WWII era Philippines)
The MoroWar( 18906s US Occupation of Philippines)

In the Presence of my Enemies (American captives of the Abu Sayyaf)

472 Days Captive of the Abu Sayyaf (Poorly written, Abu Sayyaf)
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2 PasagReports

2.1 Sailing Here from Elsewhere

Fellow Traveler - 2012: You can go back and forth fairly easily between Philippines and
Singapore/Thailand/W. Malaysia by using the monsoons. It can be done as almost all day hops,
or maybe an overnight here and there.

2.1.1 From the North

PGYC - 2010 PDF: PGYC has a nice "Arriving from the North" PDF file describing the
recommended anchorages when arriving from the north. These have been edited into the
Luzon section of the guide. Below is the into to that document.

Entering the Philippines from the North and North East means you are following in the wake of
Chinese, Japanese, British, Portuguese and Dutch pirates and merchantmen who have sailed
these waters between the Philippines and what are known today as Vietnam, China and Japan
for at least eight hundred years and probably longer. As a result the areas around landfalls and
in particular the natural typhoon shelters are steeped in history and folklore. One of the most
famous accounts of an early scholar visiting the islands describes Princess Urduja who
commanded an army comprising mostly women who would ride into battle with their breasts
bare and bronzed, astride stallions. The army was invincible while the Princess lived and its
influence is said to have drawn together all of the northern tribes of Luzon Island into a largely
peaceful era of shared prosperity. The Princess was not only a warrior but also a great linguist
and diplomat and it is said that the Emperors of China would pay tributes to her for free passage
through the waters off Northern Luzon.

Fishing boats are the main challenge when arriving off Northern Luzon, as they are throughout
the coastal waters of the archipelago. In the daylight you can see them and they can see you i
no problem.

Arriving after dark, many of them are carrying no lights (except for the squid boats, which are so

well lit as to appear to be a town on the horizon when first approached) and so they are

obstacles that must be avoided. Also, day or night, even small fishing boats may be running a

trawl line ornet, soyous houl d be observant of signals given by
across the stern of a fishing boat i they will let you know if you are about to destroy the source

of family income.

Rule of thumb, if you must sail after dark stay at least five miles offshore and keep a lookout.

A second and increasing hazard, particularly off the northwest coast, are Fish Aggregating
Devices (FADs), which range from simple floating bundles of bamboos poles to large steel
cylinders. FADs can be found up to 100 miles off-shore and in 1,000 metres of water. They are
visible in light to moderate conditions but are not easy to spot in rough weather. The steel
cylinder type will give a radar return of sorts but there is no substitute for a dedicated look-out.

The Government department theoretically responsible for the registration of such devices is
currently considering how to record and publish details of their deployment but this is a work in
progress. So in the meantime keep your eyes peeled.
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Navigation lights marked on charts are occasionally out-of-service, especially the secondary or
least important ones.

Unattended fishing nets are typically not used away from very shallow water so you should not
find these to be a hazard throughout much of the Philippines. However, around South-East Asia
in general they are sometimes used up to two miles offshore.

2.1.2 From Palau

Kokomo - May 2014 - To Cebu: We left Palau with a light trade wind forecast for the next 5
days. Our strategy was to sail NNW to take advantage of better wind conditions @ 10 North.

Unfortunately, the wind did not increase and stayed for the entire trip between 4-6 kn. coming
from the East. Not using our engines we averaged 100 NM/day.

The ship traffic was light and we encountered only 6 freighters and 2 unidentified objects with a
light on it, at night.

We did not notice any major current going North or South getting closer to the Philippines.

We entered the huge mouth of the Surigao Strait @ N 10 31' 80 and E125 35'85 with an
ingoing tide early in the morning. We went through lots of whirlpools on our way in.

We stayed east of Hibuson Isl. @ N 10 26'11 and E 125 31.09. The plan was to motor sail until
the tide would turn against us. At that time we had 2 knots flowing with us.

The Puerto Galera Yacht club Information sheet we have suggested several anchorages on the
west coast of Dinagat Island.

N 102560 E 1252860 Hibusanlsl, (not verified)

N 102120 E 125 33'00 Tabujon Bay/ Lisub Cove, (not verified)

N 1016'80 E 125 32'00 Lagauan Bay, too deep to anchor and many fish traps.

We decided to keep going and continued to Melgar Bay. There were several options to anchor.
We anchored @

N 100362 E 1253580 Tagabak Cove in 20 ft of water in mud.

Nice small fishing village with a ferry dock. Stay south of the dock to give enough room for the
local ferries/supply boats.

Our next stop was Limasawa Isl. @ N 09 55'503 and E 125 04'268
We dropped anchor in 25 ft of water in sandy buttom. Very nice fishing village at the beach.

Our next stop was Maasin N 10 07'782 and E 124 50'644 where we wanted to check in with
Immigration. (we had been told by another cruiser there was an Immigration office there).

Maasin has a commercial harbor with two concrete piers sticking out. We anchored on the east
side of the east pier in 20 ft of coral/sand. Do not anchor on the west side between the west
pier and the small beach. It will dry out at low tide.

We called port control but did not get an answer. Instead the Philippino Coast guard called us
and asked for our intentions. They asked for permission to come on board. 30 minutes later a
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small fishing canoe came with 3 coast guard officials. Very friendly visit, no problem at all. They
informed us that Maasin does not have a Immigration Office.

Later when we went ashore we checked around and every one gave us the same Information,
no Immigration in Maasin.

There is not a good landing area for dinghies. On the left of the west pier is a very small beach
with a couple of fishing boats. A family lives there and does not mind when you keep your
dinghy there.

In town we bought two "Smart" SIM-cards for PS 40/each. The other option is to go with
"Global". At the Re-Load places, which are all over town you can buy minutes for your phone.
For example: P500 gives you 500 minutes of airtime plus 83min. of text messages and that is
valid for 120 days.

Next day we left for Bulacan on Leyte Island.

We anchored @ N 10 28'359 E 124 43'434 in 20ft. of water in sand.
Do not anchor close to shore. It gets very shallow very fast.

Next day we motor sailed across the Camotes Sea heading for Port Carmen.

Brick House - May 2014 - To Davao: We left Palau via the West passage - we did it very late
in the day and just used waypoints from google earth images.

The pass is wide and deep. There are a number of poles marking the edges in the northern half
bit even in bad light they are visible and agreed with or Navionic charts and OpenCPN charts.
The inner and outer pass in the Palau guide are correct. | didn't compare or use any of the
others. Everything is deep the entire way. We had a cargo ship pass us on the way out - lots of
room for everyone. Visibility is advisable, but we made it with poor visibility the entire way out
and had no heart attacks so it is possible with good advance planning.

We chose, only because the weather forecast showed more wind for a longer time, to go up to
8N and sail across at 8N all the way to 130 East. We were also told that anything south of Koror
would have lots of squalls. We were also that we could make landfall anywhere on the
Mindanao coast because there would be lots of current going south once we got there.

We charted all possible anchorages along the eastern coast of Mindanao, and all the way to
Davao since we were also told it was best not to travel at night close to the coast due to FADs
and unlit fishing boats.

Once we got to 130 East we headed for Pajada Bay - the bay to the northeast of Davao Gulf,
both due to a bunch of known FADS just to the northwest of 130E, and because the wind would
be best if we headed southwest at that point. Once we got about about 85 miles out from that
bay, we saw on the chart that there is a strong counter current close to the eastern Mindanao
shore so we decided not to go in to that bay since we didn't want to have to come way out to
catch the good current going southerly.

So about 50 miles out we started towards Davao Gulf - St Augustine Cape. Note we started
seeing a very strong helping SSW current at 07 12N/127 00 E - in excess of 2.5 knots and
remained with us until the coast of Mindanao and to Cape St Augustine! Makes for a very fast
last 1/3 of or trip to Davao!
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We noted some FADS that we saw. These positions are very accurate - though its possible for
them to move.

07 10.851N / 127 58.305E 10 foot long orange canister lading on its side, probably not very
radar reflective. Lots of current.

07 08.892 /127/44.323E FAD showed up very small on radar, and is lit with flashing red,green
and white light.

Small black and white FADS (or moorings?) on the west coast of the peninsula (eastern waters
of Gulf) inside of Davao Gulf approximately 1-3 miles offshore, every 2 miles or less until about
7 north, then they seem to go away. Not lit, probably OK to hit- made of styrofoam, rope and
small bike tires. Soooo many small bangkas...

We had warnings of unlit fishing boats and FADS 150 miles and more offshore - but everything
we saw besides the one broken FAD was lit and we were watching pretty carefully. But we
aren't great watchers either. That said - there were at least a dozen boats on AlS, and there
were 3 or 4 lit fishing boats 150 miles out from Mindanao.

As you approach the Davao Gulf, there are tons of fishing boats off of St Augustine Cape. |
would not want to approach at night - who knows if they are lit or not. We saw at least 8 of them
during the day. Little ones, big ones...from everywhere. They go and come back at all times of
day and night. AT least there are noisy motors on them.

The reef on the south tip of St Augustne Cape is really there even if it doesn't look like it and no
waves are breaking on it. We went over the edge of the 13 foot deep area to see if it would
really shallow - and it did. We only risked it to 35 feet since we couldn't see much. No fish
caught there.

Its nice here in the Gulf - calm water, lots of wind right on the nose but motorsailable. There isnt
a lot to hit at least that we saw, as far as reefs. There were FADS though as noted above, and
lots of small boat traffic. The anchorage we are at is flat in 18 knots of wind from the north.
except a little roll at high tide. It is noticably cooler than Palau here.

The first night we anchored at Tagbhanao Cove, about 7 miles up the inside coast inside Davao
Gulf. coordinates: 06 22.2980 N/126 09.8207 E There are no obstructions coming in. We think
we are anchored in mud.

Its a picturesque village of several hundred people, and were greeted with polite teenagers.
They welcomed us to their village and to the Philippines, but mostly wanted to see the beautiful
'yachte'. They say there was a boat here last yar - who were also "foreigners". Most of the kids
English is minimal but if you speak slowly with a bit of Spanish, it gets you by. The few adlt men
we saw spoke no English and did not come close to the boat. There are a couple of teenagers
who speak very good English and are super polite calling me "maam" all the time. The were
very careful and skillful at not hitting the boat with their outriggers. We noticed none of them
ever went in the water - | forgot to ask why.

We are anchored in about 30 feet, hanging in about 50 feet. The water is not clear. We have
already seen 2 brown sea snakes. There are little '‘bangkas' everywhere motorized and
paddled, leaving and arriving day and night. There are no obstructions coming in. The village
along the waterfront is made up of straw huts, very traditional looking and colorful. There are a
couple of very modern looking houses amongst them all as well. | do not think we will be putting
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the dinghy in the water to go ashore - probably will leave first thing in the morning, the minute
we can see objects in the water, and head to Davao or however far towards Davao we can get.
We are definitely in these people's front yard and should go ashore...but we should really carry
on and get legal before making an friends. No one else has approached the boat - day or night
that we are aware of but there was activity ashore and in the anchorage all night long...its not
quiet here. School is out for the summer and they are in preparation now for a fiesta, where
they will eat an entire cow, on Wednesday. One of the older teenagers wanted to be sure we
knew that Mindano is peaceful now - that there are no wars and it is very safe for foreigners,
sort of an odd thing to tell us...but he also said the last foreigner he knew that came here died in
the Philippines later on - he didn't know of what, but assured me he wasnt murdered!

The second day we motored for about 35 miles north to Mapagbo Creek at 06 59.0367 N/125
58.8106 E, but it was too rough to stay. We continued on to find a makeshift anchorage and
dropped anchor at 2 miles north on the side of a reef, at 07 01.0103 N/125 58.7879 E. Not the
ideal anchorage, but a good enough alternative in a north wind. Dropped in 30 feet, coral :(
Drifted back in to 50 feet. LOTS of Bangkas and fish traps. Big village set back some. On the
reef if wind shifts from WNW-S. Good N-SE, would be on the reef if wind shifts from WNW-S.

Zephyr - July 2013: Day 3: We're surrounded by rain clouds again. Yesterday was the same
with winds coming from everywhere constantly changing directions. No big winds but anywhere
from 7 to 10 knots at times. Right now it's abotu 2.5 knots of winds. We have all the sails out
and are moving slowly but at least in the right direction. We are forced to use the engine about
50% of the time as the wind just keeps going to zero.

Last night it felt like we were back in the ITCZ again. It looked like we were in the middle of an
upside down bowl. We had blue skies over us, but really ugly black clouds around the edge of
the bowl surrounding us. They were either raining or threatening to do so for hours. We did
finally get that torrential rain that leaked through every zipper in the bimini and dodger.

Day 4: We were visited by a mother whale and her calf yesterday in the late afternoon. Again
coming to the surface off the starboard side several times before heading down. Mom didn't
appear to be as big as the whale from the day before and that's just fine with us though I"m sure
she would be quite protective of her child. They were both gone in a minute or two but gave us
some excitement.

The wind died off during the afternoon and on came the engine and it ran much of the night. The
winds, where there were of them showed up just after 0600 so up went the sails and off went
the motor. By noon, the winds had died again and again , on came the engine. It's not going to
be cheap when we pull up the the fuel depot in Davao but so far, all is well on board.

We have seen several fishing boats, both big Mother Ships and smaller boats during the last
two days. We were visited by three men each in a small wooden dinghy with an outboard motor
earlier this morning. Great design. Narrow sides and with tiller control like an oriental jet ski.
They could move very fast through the water. Big enough for just one person. They went
through the waves effortlessly. Bright colors were the name of the game when it comes to these
fishing boats. Yellows and reds all over them. The three men passed about a hundred yards off
our port side checking us out. Not sure they see that many sailboats here. They were full of
waves and smiles as they watched us move along under sail.
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Day 5: About 1000, we entered the Bay of Davao on almost calm water. We've had to run the
engine through the night as the winds had died out again. We did get to turn it off early this AM
when we had some winds but they quickly died off. As | said before, it's going to be expensive
at the diesel pump when we get in. We've covered 558 miles in the last 5 days and over 120
yesterday due to our engine.

We can't make it all the way into the marina today, so we will stop somewhere overnight tonight
(Siagaboy)

Last night was another rainy night with lots of fishing boats, both big and small, most with a
Mother Ship nearby to drop off what they caught. We had one Mother Ship to our port side and
5 smaller boats to out starboard during the night. As a unit, the five smaller boats slowly made
their way in a line ahead of us and past our bow blocking a safe passage. | had to slow down
the engine and turn sharply to starboard to avoid them. not knowing what kind of fishing they
were doing. We don't want to run over a big fishing net and get it stuck in the prop.

Hamamas - May 2008 - to Cebu: On 29 May 2008 as our 3rd Visa was running out we sadly
said our final good byes to our yachting friends and our wonderful family at Sam's Tours and
motored to the Customs Wharf ready to clear out.

By 10.45am we were finally underway and motoring through the Palau Lagoon towards the
Philippines 546nm away. There were many rain showers and variable wind and sea conditions
on the 5 day passage to our first anchorage in the Philippines. We had to continually raise and
lower the sails and the motor was turned on and off may times. Our top speed was about 5.9kts
while motor sailing, 4.6kts while just sailing and the lowest sailing speed was 2.1kts! It was
definitely not an exhilarating sail.

The trip was not entirely unpleasant as we saw many fabulous seabirds out fishing, heaps flying
fish, shooting stars, brilliant golden sunsets and the magnificent Milky Way. Also we passed
over the Mindinao Trench which is the deepest part of the Pacific Ocean where the Pacific and
Philippine plates collide as in Plate Tectonics theory. Other than being the inky, inky blue of the
deep waters we didn't notice anything different as we had had our depth sounder turned off for
days. As we came closer to the Philippines and neared the Trench we began to see many
fishing vessels.

On the last night we travelled via the Hinatuan Passage towards our first anchorage while Fran
was on watch. No shipping was sighted but in the early hours of the morning when Tom came
on watch he became puzzled by what he described as a "a solid mass on the radar." Daylight
revealed that it was actually hundreds of small fishing vessels without lights and known in the
Philippines as bancas. Welcome to the Philppines!

We had finally arrived in Philippines at 8.30am on 3 June 2008 after 5 days and nights of easy
sailing and lots of motor sailing. We spent the next couple days anchored at picturesque
Lapinigan Island so that we could rest, send emails and clean up of course. We were visited
by lots of locals in motorised outriggers but only one lot without a motor have ask for money
they just seem curious about the boat.

When the tides were right we made our way from Lapinigan Island to Ipil Island. Where we
anchored at pretty Punta Bilar on Ipil Is after an exciting motor ride as we had to work the tides
and ride the whirlpools because of the way the tide screams through the Passage. At some
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stages we were steering many degrees off course just to make headway in a sideways crab
style! It really was very funny.

We anchored o ff a small village that had at least 23 bancas on the lovely little beach and we
could see a larger village further south.

The weather was overcast as we weighed anchor the next morning ready for our "ride on tidal
stream and the whirlpools" as we motored our way out of the Passage heading for Leyte Is.

We spent the night in Maasin on the island of Leyte.

On the last day of our 674nm journey from Palau to the Philippines we were a tad excited as we
weighed anchor at 9.15am and set sail for Port Carmen on Cebu Island. The scenery on route
was picturesque and we were fascinated to see a substantial village and a Resort build on huge
reef and over the water at the Danajon Banks. At first we thought they were islands.

During this part of trip we also encountered many fisherman with their nets strung out between
the FADS (fishing aid devices). These are just a stick on a float in the middle of nowhere with a
flag on top and the nets with floats are strung out usually right on the track you want to take! If
the fishermen think you haven't seen them or the nets they stand up in their bancas and wave
the oar about to indicate which way to go around them.

The entrance to Port Carmen was fairly tricky but we were safely anchored in a post card setting
by 4.45pm.

Wiskun - December 2007 - to Davao: We waited in Palau until late December to head to
Davao. By this time, the ITCZ has moved south of the equator and the NE winds have set in.
We had a fast and boisterous sail. If | remembered right, that year was also a La Nina year.
Frankly, | didn't see any difference then compared to now. Except we really had a dry season
from late Jan to June with EI Nino this year.

2.1.3 From Borneo

Song Bird T April 2018: We went up the east coast of Palawan from north of Borneo. We spet
an overnight at Balabac Island, (anchored in front of the police station), and then went straight
up to Puerto Princessa, (overnighter). We traveled alone, and did not have any problems at all.

Our friends went up west coast same time, and had a rougher (weather) trip. Again, they never
felt threatened at all.

People up here are very friendly and keep telling us how safe it is on the west side of the
Philippines.

Stellai November 2015 (from Noonsite): Normally | would travel between NW Palawan and
Kudat at least 70 miles offshore, and mostly don't travel with lights at night. As we were close to
shore (8 miles west of Balabac) on our return trip and there was a lot of traffic, | put on our stern
light to appear as just a local boat. We were tracked and eventually approached by either a
Philippine navy boat or coast guard. They flashed us with flood lights and left westwards when
they realised we were just a sailboat. This happened again 4 hours later with another official
boat, so the Navy and Coast Guard are patrolling this area for our protection and of course
trying to stop some smuggling. It was a reassuring thing for me.
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In early November we were on passage from Kudat to northwest Palawan and we stopped for
one night at Tagbita Bay. We knew no one there, nor were there any other yachts present. A
local man came close to us in his banka and | invited him on board for coffee. | asked him about
crocodlies and he said yes, there were two and they had taken two young teenagers. | then
asked him about Abu Sayaf and he told me they had created a training camp nearby and were
recruiting young boys aged 15 to 18 years old. He said they were paying 12000 pesos to their
families and he had seen them out training.

We spent the night locked inside Stella and left at first light. Our next stop was about 15 miles
south of Quezon town, Malampakun Island. We had caught a fish that day and as our fridge still
was not working we decided to visit one family on the island and share this lovely mackerel with
them. We spoke with them about what the man from Tagbita Bay had told us, they confirmed
every detail to be true and said they had been recruiting in their area too.

Next stop was Quezon town where the marine police have a small house by the main wharf. |
parked my dinghy there and chatted with them about what had been conveyed re. Tagbita Bay.
They said they knew nothing of these things.

Salulami - 2009 - Sandakan to Davao: From sailsamal.com: Sailing Yacht Salulami was kind
enough to share his waypoints and his experiences with me. He has agreed to have it posted
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05°51.34 N ; 118°08.54 E - at anchor. Waited 3 days at Pulau Berhala for weather to clear.

05°54.84 N ; 118°18.48 E - We left this morning Sandakan for Dewhurst Bay at the river mouth
from Kinatangan river

05°25.22 N ; 118°56.53 E - at anchor - we had good conditions so we made it to Marowop River
(63NM) were we anchored for the night. There is a village and a police station close by.
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05°27.14 N ; 119°08.87 E - at anchor - we moved to Tambisan Island (20Nm). Village and policy
station close by. Day trips only because the 2 rivers bring in several big logs.

04°43.47 N ; 120°01.84 E - We left yesterday 1pm LT to enter Celebes through Sibutu Passage.
Current with us at the beginning, very light winds, smooth sea. Crossed cargo route at 04°43 N.
6 ships in a range of 6 NM then nothing more. At this time we are motor sailing

04°45.909 N; 120°25.53 E - we passed a fishing boat at anchor with 5 small power driven
pirogue's around him. (Wiskun's note: There are Fish Attraction Devices around Philippines,
moored in very deep waters, and some attached to huge drums that are unlit at nights. Fishing
vessels - the mother ships, tie up to these devices, with several smaller vessels out to haul
fish). Two of them came towards us, and from far offered us fish. We denied, continuing on our
course 084°T. After we passed them, | put the engine on to increase speed to put distance
between them, actual speed 5.2 knts over the ground.

04°57.14 N ; 121°54.45 E - We had a nice sailing day yesterday. We made 101 NM. Still 343
NM to go. Every thing ended fine with the fishing boat story. That was the emotion of the day.

05°07.76 N ; 124°10.09 E - We had a nice sailing day again. We made 130 NM. Still 208 NM to
go. The wind is nice constant from N to NW but sea is building up, about 2m

05°26.28 N ; 125°23.46 E - At anchor. Friday 13th we made 119 NM in 23 hours but the wind
lost in strength and turned WSW at the end of the day. In the morning, a little cargo (looking
naughty) approached us fom behind. Sea was rough, and the captain of the cargo, calling on
Channel 16 "hello my friend" offered us fish he had on board, cigarettes and asking for details of
the yacht, speed, how many on board. | denied his offer telling him that sea was too rough to
board, and giving no answer on how many we were on board. He was insisting on that one.
Finally | told him that we were as many on the yacht as they were on the cargo. He didn't insist
any longer and slowly past on our side. The transmission chain from my autopilot broke just
before midnight and we anchored north of Balut Island. There are no details on the electronic
chart, so we approached the island from far outside 90° to the coastline until a sounding of 10
meters to drop anchor. We stopped at 11.00 UTC North of Sarangani Island. We came in with a
squall.

05 29.14 N; 125 26.19 E - Yesterday we had the visit from a Official of Balut Island Ayob
Aynan. Since my transmission chain from the auto pilot was broken, | could give a good and
true reason of my presence there. He was very friendly offering us a escort because they are on
red alert from treasure hunter. (no no | don't smoke dacha). This morning we were boarded by
officials from the coast guard station Sarangani, and got an official paper of inspection. They
were very friendly too. We left at 23.00 UTC.

06°21.33 N ; 125°43.10 E

06°53.97 N ; 125°38.40 E - We have 10Nm to go and a ETA 02.00 UTC, | will call Port control
and if no answer Pilot station.

7°04.50 N; 125°37.70 E - Sta. Ana Wharf - Quarantine check-in

We had an overnight trip of 100NM up the Davao Gulf. This was the part of the trip that needed
most attention. Plenty of little fishing boat with small lights all around the place. Radar does not
pick them up. Monday 10.00 local time we anchored at the quarantine place and had the visit of
the officials. Guys! Pirates are not on the sea, they are on land. Quarantine officer charged us
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2000P with receipt, Custom and Immigration 3000P each with no receipts. | was asked to give
something to the pilot boat that brought these people on board. No comment! The trip was
610NM and we sailed 7 days.

I have to thank Allan Riches from Brunei Bay Radio. | had HF contact wit him every morning.
Also thanks to Ellen and Kjartan from Wiskun, Canadian Yacht. They are involved in a marina
project NE of Samal Island.

Wiskun's note: According to Noonsite.com, the Philippines' entry ports have irregular port of
entry fees, some classified as "Special Services Fees". We did not encounter such fees when
we arrived Davao, and it was unfortunate that SY Salulami did. The Holiday Oceanview Marina
has intentions of having this clarified with the officials. If there are fees to be charged, in
accordance with the Immigration, Customs and Quarantine regulations, they hope to get this in
writing to be posted in their website.

Latest info is that you go straight to the Marina, and do your clearance in the city of Davao by
ferry/taxi, etc. See Davao section and the sailsamal.com website for latest info.

2.2 Between Islands in the Philippines

2.2.1 Dayhopping Along the East Coast of Mindanao

Soggy Paws 1 March & August 2018 i Day Hopping Against the Wind: We went up the

coast against the NE winds in late March, and back down in late August against the southerlies.

Going up, we waited in the Pujada Bay for a few days for a mild wind period, and then did long

day hops. In August the wind was light pretty much the whole time. Definitely need to get going

early every day i f you dondt wantightwindsb Pelah ashi ng,
your start a bit if you are a true sailor and want wind. The wind starts shifting on sunny days by

10am and picks up a lot in the afternoon, from the NE-E during northerly season and SE-E

during southerly season.

We found that staying in close along the shore, when we were headed north, we stayed out of
the worst of the southbound current, and sometimes had a positive counter-current. Passing
the points, however, especially in the afternoons against the wind, was difficult (but not terrible).

Coming south, we stayed out a bit further and in the middle of Mindanao, had a full day of 2-2.5
kt helping current. However, when the S wind picked up in the afternoon, the wind-against-
current waves got to be a bit uncomfortable. Edge in to get smoother water, but you will lose
most of the current.

Pretty much every anchorage (see the East Coast of Mindanao section below) has some

habitation, from big towns to small fishing huts. Every point you pass has fishermen, often with

nets out. I f you see a boat -lminhgt Hyowseeabgauwith i n it ,
multiple people in it, they may be laying nets. A boat approaching you with an oar in the air, is

indicating that you are approaching a net and you should go the way the oar points to go around

the end of the net.

Sometimes fishermen will make eating or drinking signals with their handsd they are looking for
a handout. We kept a case of water bottles and some packs of cookies or crackers handy to
pass out. They always offer fish, but the fish they are offering are always small.
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We never felt threatened in any way by anyone along this coast. However, fishermen often
wear head wraps (t-shirts, whatever) to keep the sun off. They are not pirates!

Sloepmouche i February 2016 (SSCA Bulletin): After being based at Samal Island since
2013, which was a great place to do some boatyard work and later explore eastern Indonesia
and Palau, we finally started exploring the Visayas.

Ed note: Details of individual anchorages are included in the appropriate sections below.

One of the drawbacks of leaving southern Mindanao to go north in the Philippines is that you
have to choose between two difficult ways! Either you round the SW corner of Mindanao and
then enter in the Sulu Sea with its pirates and hostage abductors, or you go along the east
coast of Mindanao against currents and, in the NE wind season, unfavorable winds! Some
friends went via the Sulu Seas, only stopping once next to a Coast Guard cutter for the nightd
not really a leisurely cruise, which is OK if you want to quickly go to Malaysia without cruising
Indonesia. We decided to take our time and go along the east side of Mindanao, waiting for
favorable weather windows.

The safest season, typhoon-wise, to cruise the Visayas is January-March, but that is also when
the winds are from the NE, pretty much where you will need to head. Currents seems to run
southerly pretty much all year long and going up with SE winds (July-October) can create pretty
rough seas with wind against currentd not a great situation either!

After we finished our last boat projects in January, we headed out on February 4. Our goal was
to get to Bonbonon, a safe typhoon hole in Southern Negros. It would be a base to do some
traveling and some minor boat repairs.

It is very important to stay very close to the coast, where the current may be less, or you even
may find a countercurrent helping push you north. Give yourself plenty of time so you can pick
mild weather windows and tuck into reasonable anchorages to wait for the next window. Except
for a few overnight sails, when the wind was mild and we chose to keep going, we did mostly
day-sails of only 20-30 miles, giving us plenty of time, even if against current, to arrive in
daylight. We had moderately mild conditions, and even so there were areas of rough water due
to currents and winds, especially when rounding points or crossing mouths of large bays. For us
they were just annoying and uncomfortable, but we could imagine these areas becoming quite
dangerous in 20+kn wind and current conditions.

Leg 11 Samal to Pujada Bay (100 nm): We ended up motor-sailing most of the way in fairly
calm seas. We left midmorning from Holiday Oceanview Marina and motor-sailed in light wind
from the NE and later in the afternoon against land southerly breeze. We timed our arrival to be
at Point San Agustin just at daylight. We drifted, engine off, the last two hours of night and at
5:30 a.m. headed to the point. The weather predictions gave around 10kn from NNE and so the
seas were very moderate. We had no rough seas at the point and were able to easily round the
cape and start heading our way north along the coast of Mindanao.

It is only a mere 35nm to get to Pujada Bay, but with currents against you (reported as fast as
5kn) your speed will vary considerably. At first we did about 3kn and then for hours we had 2kn
or less and in the mid-afternoon we were at 3.5-4kn (we would have been motoring at 4-5kn if
no current).
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By noon, we were expecting to arrive late at night, but with the welcome breeze (15kn) we were

able to sail close-hauled and arrived just after dark. We are thankful to fellow cruisers,

especially Terry on Valhalla who does a terrific job of creating Philippines satellite chart overlays

for Open CPN, and other cruisers whoove reported
possibilities to make a safe anchoring at night.

After almost one week in Pujada Bay, waiting for calm winds to head up north, we left early
morning to continue our trip against wind and current.

Leg 2: Pujada Bay to Bislig Bay (100nm): We left Pujada Bay with wind in our sails (going
SE!) to end up close to the wind once on our way. By luck we could fall off to the port, going
north into the next bay. | saw on the charts that in the north corner of that bay, there might be a
shoal to anchor should you need an anchorage (Flaca Point). Was it foresight? Because we did
need an emergency anchorage in calmer water to make an emergency plug to cover the hole
left by one of our portholes that blew out in the rough waters that whipped up when the day wind
piped up to 25kn apparent with gusts to 28kn!

So after a night of some relative rest, we sailed closed-hauled again in a NE direction until
Caraga Bay then in a northerly direction, overnight, then NNW to Bislig Bay. There are some
possible anchorages on the way, but they did not look too protected and since the current was
not against us for long periods (and at times even seemed to be with us) we decided to take
advantage of the mild weather to motorsail. GRIB files were predicting worse weather soon.

Leg 3: Bislig Bay 1 Buca Grande (100nm): From Bislig Bay on, we decided to do day trips as

the weather predicted was OK. We left Bislig Bay in calm weather, motor-sailing easily to Port
Lamon, Il tds a sceni c an orumty ohfigsleermen andrspoage arms, &nd ¢ o m
Globe Internet. We did not go ashore as our dinghy was stowed for rough passages, but we

were tempted!

From Port Lamon we intended to motorsail to Cagwait Bay, but current against us and 20kn

from the NW forced us to tack out of Port Lamon, then into the bay. Looking at the chart, we

decided to check a possible anchorage. Good call: San Agustin Bay offered us a nice shelter

in 2006 with good sand. | t -2BlkendronsNNRB ie bay. dredeima when bl o
coconut plantation and a small community ashore. Globe Internet: good.

From there we motor-sailed to Cagwait Bay and anchored in a surprisingly calm anchorage in
10-2 006 of gmoud &Good @lobd lhternet access from here.

Next day, we motored the last 25nm to the NE point of Mindanao and anchored in Cortes Bay.
When you enter this cloverleaf-shaped anchorage area, it is not obvious how to get in that inner
anchorage, but it becomes clear and easy as you get to the channel that corresponds quite well
at the CM93 location. Good Globe Internet access from here, too.

The next day, we made the next leap, to Buca Grande, finally getting away from Mindanao!

Leg 4: Buca Grande through Hinatuan Passage: This leg covers the Hinatuan Passage with
its very strong tidal currents. Since you might get 5 or even up to 11kn current, it makes serious
sense to plan your passages to have currents in your favor! In the WxTide32 program there is a
reference station on Boca Grande i Sohutan Bay. On the days we went through, flood tide was
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starting mid-morning, so we left Dahakit around 11 a.m. and had favorable current with us to
Talavera, where we anchored overnight.

What an easy fun time we had going through the dreaded Hinatuan Passage. We even
zoomed through the channel on the north side of Rasa with nary a trace of whirlpools or
overfalls. We had beautiful sailing in light wind with favorable current from Talavera to
Kantiasay Bay.

Wiskun - 2013: From Davao Gulf, you cannot go straight to Dumaguete. You still have to sail
out of the gulf to the south, and northwards from there to enter the central islands. You can
either choose the east coast or the west coast of Mindanao. This is the tricky part. The east
coast is safe, but you will be fighting the predominanly south setting current. The west coast is
easier, but you will be going through what other sailors fear as a piracy prone area.

2.2.2 Hintuan Passage

See more here: Hinatuan Passage

2.2.3 Hinatuan Passage to Bonbonnon

Sloepmouche i March 2016 (SSCA Bulletin): After spending a little time at Ipil / Punta Bilar,
we moved on toward Bohol, on our way ultimately to Port Bonbonnon.

Ouir first stop was to Sonok Point (SW side of Panaon Island), and then we sailed the 8nm to
anchor at llijan Point near San Francisco village, also on on Panaon Island.

We then motored in no wind to Padre Burgos, at the southern tip of Leyte Island.

Our next passage of 38nm took us to the SE corner of Bohol in Guindulman Bay, and we
spent another night in Loay, a little further along the same coast.

Our last stop before Bonbonnon was Tagbilaran, on the SW corner of Bohol.

From Bohol we went to Bonbonon, in the south of Negros, one of the favorite typhoon holes in
the Philippines, but that will be part of our next letter later this year.

2.2.4 Bonbonon to Puerto Princesa (Sulu Sea)

Hamamas - March 2009: While in Port Bonbonon, we met up with a few other yachties and
watched the weather as we needed 2-3 good sailing days to cross the Sulu Sea to Puerta
Princesa (PP) on Palawan Is 254 nm away.

Once we had our weather window, we set sail on 26 March for Puerta Princesa .The sailing was
variable as sometimes we rocked and rolled along in the confused seas or we wallowed for a
while, then ghosted along but we also had a lot of great sailing and motor sailing.

There was some shipping and we saw some fishermen in small banacas in the middle of the
Sulu Sea! The stars were brilliant and we enjoyed some glorious sunsets and sunrises and as
usual hundreds of flying fish performed for us .

We found the entrance to PP a bit tricky as the charts were not correct but the people from the
Abanico Yacht Cub were very helpful and came out to show us the way in. Later we learned we
had to pay for this service!
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We were anchored by 11.45am on 28 March.

2.2.5 Port Bonbonon to Palawan and Back

Valhalla - 20 Oct-7 Nov 2004: We left our mooring in Port Bonbonon, Negros, at 0800 on 20
Oct and motored to Siaton Point where we found some light WNW winds .. on the nose, of
course! Our intended destination was the island of Culion, some 256NM to the Northwest.

The wind had other ideas as it veered to the north and settled in the NW at 6-8 Kts. As we
closed the west coast of Negros it was time for a new destination and we chose an old friend,
Cagayan Island. The winds continued throughout the night giving us a close reach over calm
seas ... sometimes motor sailing in the lulls.

21 Oct: At sunrise we were greeted by a large ship which, after an exchange on VHF, altered
course to avoid us.

We entered Cagayan lagoon via the north pass but weren't happy with anchoring there in the
choppy seas so we took refuge behind a small island near the south pass ... actually on the
outer reef .. and anchored at 1050 in 15 ft over sand.

22 Oct: The next morning we departed at 0805 with NE winds at 10 kts and decided to head for
Cabulauan Island, 127 NM to the NNW. We cleared the south end of Cagayan island and set a
NW'ly course. Again, the wind had other ideas. By 1230 it had backed to the N so we set a
course for Dumaran Island on the NE side of Palawan. By 1300 it had backed into the NW so
we picked Tagauayan Island, to the NNE in the Cuyo Islands as a new destination. Nope .. by
1400 the wind was back to the NE so it was back to Calasag Bay, Dumaran Island as a
destination.

The winds built to 12-14 knots but the seas were inordinately large for the light winds ... a
precursor to the stronger NE winds that developed before sundown. Through the night we were
beam reaching in 22-25 knot winds with the seas on the beam at 2 to 3 meters. A VERY
uncomfortable sail .. rocking and rolling while the dinghy, which we were foolishly(?) towing, was
leaping from wave to wave behind us.

23 Oct: We slowed the boat in the early morning to avoid a landfall in the dark. We entered
Calasag Bay at 0720 with 14-18 knots of NE wind and found the anchorage to be untenable in
those conditions. We searched several locations along the south shore before deciding on a
very calm place against the west side of Dumaran Island where we anchored in 20 ft over sand
and coral.

24 Oct: The next day, with 10 knots of NE breeze we had a nice sail through the reefs, which
were easy to discern thanks to the sunny conditions. Our destination became a bit less than
intended since, as we entered Taytay Bay, Rose spotted another sailboat which turned out to be
Andrew and Robin on NEREUS. They were heading for Apulit Island and we agreed to join
them.

On the southwest side of the Apulit Island is Club Noah. This very upmarket resort provides
free moorings which we've determined is to prevent yachts from anchoring in the bay and
'spoiling the view of the guests'.

25 Oct: We dropped the mooring at 0800 and set sail for Cabulauan Island (once more with
feeling), 40 NM to the NE. The northerly winds did it again ... veered to the NE so we decided
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to go north through the pearl farms and see where the boat wanted to go ... hoping to get
around the north side of Palawan and visit the El Nido area. Naturally, as we got further north
the wind backed to the NNW so Colaylayan Bay on Linapacan Island became the new
destination.

27 Oct: Underway at 0615. Our original destination was Ditaytayan Island, 30 NM away on the
east side of Culion Island, but now we began to expect to change any destination we had in
mind and this day was no exception. Five miles closer was Halsey Harbor and the prospect of
plenty of fresh water, according to the cruising guides. We spent 2 nights here.

29 Oct: Weighed anchor at 0650 and sailed up the west side of Culion Island in freshening
winds which became ENE at 18-22 knots. But without any fetch because of the island we had
smooth sailing until we turned the corner at the top and had it right on the nose. We motored
the last few of the 20 NM to the Coral Bay Resort on Popototan Island.

30 Oct: Anchor up at 0810 and, with no wind or seas we began motoring to Calauit Island on
the NW tip of Busuanga Island, just 20 NM away. We motor sailed in light winds to lllultuk Bay,
Calauit Island.

31 Oct: Early morning Safari Tour. We were back aboard and underway by 0815 with no wind
and smooth seas. By 0945 we had motored around the north side of Calauit Island and had just
enough light wind to fly the jib but were hard on it the rest of the way. At 1230 the engine began
to slow (low on fuel) so we tacked away from shore, put in 20 liters of fuel and motored on into
Port Caltom. Picked up a mooring 1424 after 25NM.

4 Nov: Dropped the mooring at 0815 bound for Port Bonbonon. Motored and motor sailed until
1800 when the wind settled in from NE at 12 knots, building to 22-25 knots before
midnight. Close reaching with jib and mizzen we had the best sail in ages!

5 Nov: The wind continued NE at 22-25 knots until mid-day then moderated to 10-15 knots ENE
.. by noon we had EVERYTHING up, including some washing, and sailed nicely at 4-6
knots. The wind increased steadily through the evening and we ripped along.

6 Nov: From midnight to 0400 we honked along on a close reach in 15-18 knots, ENE, with
slight seas. Perfect! Only problem was that we had made such good time we would be
entering port in the dark .. something I'm prepared to do if necessary but this time it wasn't.

At 0745 we dropped the anchor in Catmon Bay on the west side of Negros.

Spent the day resting here until 1630 when we left, just after a tropical downpour which washed
all the salt off the boat.

7 Nov: With light winds, NE 4-6 knots, we sailed slowly to ensure a morning arrival. At 0615 we
picked up our mooring in Port Bonbonon.

The trip from Port Caltom was 274 NM and the overall cruise was 681 NM. Overall average
speed was 4.5 knots ... no complaints. GECKO, the dinghy, was towed the entire way. No fish
on the line which was always out during the day ... and getting shagged by grass and

trash. Engineering casualties ... one broken shifting cable that was 10 years old.
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2.2.6 Bonbonnon to the Palawan, Slowly

Sloepmouche i March 2017 (SSCA Bulletin): We left the serenity of Bonbonon in early
March to start a seven-month cruise in the Visayas and Palawan.

Note: March is the end of the NE trade wind season and we hoped that the going north in the
lee of west Negros would not be too hard against strong winds and seas. At the same time, we
hoped to get some NE to help us going west towards Palawan.

With just a little patience and weather planning, we did quite well actually! We did a lot of motor-
sailing, but the sea conditions were not bad at all so the timing was right!

We started out by sailing up the west side of Negros Island.

For the first 10nm, we sailed with the wind behind (wrapping effect), then motorsailed close-
hauled. Our first stop was the Taboo Twoo anchorage.

Therebds usually a Iight onshore breeze duri

From there we had about 10nm of motor-sailing in very light wind followed by 10nm of beautiful
sailing with the NE winds coming from the bay we were passing across. Our second stop was
Cansilan Point, protected from NE wind waves behind a sandbar. It was rolly with afternoon
wind from the SW.

We then motored in light wind to Catmon Point. It was calm with no swell. We went by dinghy
to nearby beaches and Ubong cave on the west side of Catmon Point.

We sailed into nearby Nabulao Bay to check the anchorages we had heard about, but were not
inspired by the bay, so we went just a little farther north to anchor in Campomanes Bay in front
of a nice beach. The bay is so far back that no swell came in. There is a marine park at the
north end of the bay entrance and two small floating fish parks inside the bay.

After two nice calm nights, we motored the 6nm to a little bay that looked quite beautiful on the
GE photo, what we named Perth Paradiselagoon( no name on the char
give us a name), which is well protected from all directions by reefs and rocky islets.

After going just 5nm north, we found Cartagena Bay to be ideal to explore the 2nm coast south
by dinghy with hidden caves and pristine beaches! From this bay, it is fairly easy to take a bus
to the town of Sipalay, about 7 km away.

We took advantage of a two-day break in the strong NE winds to get north and NE. Our first
10nm leg took us to Sojoton Bay where we were protected from the light southerly breeze. We
anchored with a shallow area on the west side and fishing traps on the shallow part extending
guite a way from the beach. It was right next to the highway, so an easy place to get on a bus to
go to a big town to repair anything.

The next day, we took advantage of a 36-hour break in the NE monsoon due to some
depressions in the area to motor sail in very light wind to Guimaras Island (where we would not
even consider going if against strong NE winds!). We anchored in well-protected St. Ana Bay in
front of a small fishing village and stone pier leading to the road system.

We took a half hour habal-habal (moto-taxi) to Jordan (pronounced Hor-dan) to buy some fresh
food at the Sunday morning market. If you need a big city for repairs or mall shopping or
supermarkets, you can take a ferry from the Jordan Whatrf to lloilo.
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After a few days in this protected bay, we motor-sailed back south in light wind to the Taklong
Lagoon, which is well protected from all sides.

With the trade winds blowing well again, we had a nice sail (after such a long time!) with wind aft
of the beam and then behind all the way to Siraan Point (Naso Point) on the SW tip of Panay
Island.

We were now ready to go west to explore one of the most touted places in the Philippines,
Palawan. Our first leg was 65nm long so we left before dawn to make sure we could reach
Cuyo Harbor before sunset. The NE trade winds were forecast at 15-20kn, but there is a big
wind shadow behind Panay that might give us some light wind for the first part of the passage.
Windytv.com was right on! We had to motor sail the first part of the trip with very light wind and
some adverse current, but then about noon, we started to get more and more wind on the beam
and we ended up pure sailing at 8kn+ with 25-30kn winds. Only in the last two miles to Cuyo
Island anchorage did we have the wind on the nose.

Passing between Cuyo and Bisucay Island, we had to avoid numerous sticks marking shallow
areasd glad we had good light and a fast last half of the trip to arrive before sunset to avoid
those sticks and some unmarked shallows on the way into the harbor.

2.2.7 Puerto Galerato Busuanga/Coron/Palawan

Soggy Paws 1 June 2018: We did a similar trip as Mokisha did, in June, after waiting out an
early low pressure area that sat NW of Mindoro for about a week, bringing blustery weather to
the whole western Philippines.

We did two nights at an anchorage on the NW coast of Mindoro, waiting for the seas and winds
to finish calming down. This leg was a bit exciting as every valley had strong winds (to 35
knots) as we crossed the bay.

Then we had a long 1-day motorsail to Pandan Island, with almost no wind. We spend the night
on a Pandan mooring (we had emailed ahead to make sure they had one). Their water visibility
was pretty bad, because of all the rain associated with the tropical depression (2-3 rivers empty
out into their bay).

It was an easy motor to Apo Reef, where we anchored behind the western reef. Though

weather was calm with just a swell coming in from the west, we had a 35 knot squall that

switched the wind from West to almost North (wher
had a good anchor set and plenty of scope in a nice flat spot (no coral to worry about), so it was

no big deal. After an hour of wind and rain, it calmed down again.

The next day it was an easy motor to Port Caltom on the N coast of Busuanga.

I f we hadndét wanted to see Pa%dnden (ashertosemightea nd Apo
or very long day) from the NW coast of Mindoro to Port Caltom, Busuanga.

Soggy Paws (Mokisha) i March 2018: Here is the route our friends on Mokisha took from
Puerto Galera to Palawan and back to PG, during NE season, all day hops:

1. West from PG around the NW tip and anchored on the east side of Paluan Bay (see
Val hall ads anchor waypoint Maslud Gravel Pit)
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2. From Maslud to Pandan Island, where they spent an enjoyable few days doing a little
diving. Pandan Island Resort had a mooring they could use part of the time. They also
took a day long dive trip to Apo Reef with Pandan.

3. Once theydd scouted Apo Reef in the resort ba
settled weather at Apo Reef, and then headed down to Busuanga, going westward
around Busuanga (stopping several places). After a provisioning trip in Coron, they
worked their way south, and then headed down the west side of Palawan as far as Port
Barton.

4. Day-hopping north along the W Palawan coast, they worked their way down the NE
coast of Palawan as far south as Green Island Bay, and then headed east for the
islands in the middle of the north Sulu Sea.

5. Island hopping north, they ended up at the southern tip of Mindoro, and from their
hopped their way back to PG via South Tablas, Romblon Island, Maestro de Campo,
Calapan, and then into PG.

The entire circuit took about 2 months (from mid-March to mid May) and was mostly done in the
pleasant, cool, dry season.

2.3 Sailing from Philippines to Elsewhere

2.3.1 To Australia
Few people make this in one jumpd most cruise through Indonesia and then make the jump.

Skedaddle i Mar 201617 Davao to Darwin Direct: March 16, 2016 - Arrived Darwin to be told
that there is a Cyclone expected to develop over the next few days in the Gulf of Carpentaria.
What a pain in the arse! | may be turning around and heading straight back North!

I had favourable Breeze all the way down to Timor Sea and it was as hot as Hades. Maybe no
wind but | never did | have a contrary wind, Timor Sea included. You will note, Breeze because
it sure did not qualify as wind. Very flat seas and some of the nicest sailing nights | can
remember. Into the Timor Sea it was not anywhere so nice. | have flown over the Timor Sea,
Darwin to Dili (E Timor) and VV more than 100 times, and this was typical Wet Season. My
Theory is that when there is a Monsoon trough shown across the top of Aust it drags the wind
down from from up North. GRIBS show 17Kn but it actually generates continual Squalls. When |
had time to look, the best | saw was 39 Knots across the boat with the Boat doing 7 Knots plus
going DD Wind and white out buckets of rain. Flooded my helm Station Plotter that's now Kaput.

| also had good Currents all the way to Sangihe. After that it was all a bit patchy.

| had to pay A$280 for Aust Quarantine Inspection but, | had mostly Aust food products left
onboard so it was Cheap?

2.3.2 To PNG

Splinters Apprentice - July 2000: We left Surigao late July and had very light winds mainly
from the SW, so we took 17 days with a lot of motoring.
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Initially the current was south going before we picked up the equatorial counter current but
south of the equator we ran into strong adverse current which we then battled all the way to the
Hermit Isles and, in fact all the way to New Ireland.

If we did the trip again we would seriously consider staying north of the equator in the counter
current until north of Kavieng, New Ireland then dropping down. We found the wind, swell and
current combination meant we could make southing fairly easily but easting was a real problem.
Boats following later in August had better wind from the SW but still found the same easting
problems as they approached PNG.

Once south of the equator we experienced frequent heavy squalls with tremendous
thunderstorms.

One boat, which went via Palau, then took 17 days to get from Palau to Mandang, however they
sailed due to gearbox failure.

2.3.3 To Indonesia
Catamini 1 July 20137 Anchorages Between Davao and Sangihe

We adapted the location of the anchorages considering wind directions. Mornings good sailing
and favourable currents, but afternoons rain and rolly seas this time of the year. So we always
left at 5am and dropped the hook around 3pm :

- Davao to Mapagbo Cr.- 9kt wind NE; calm anchorage N06.59'249/E125.58'754 in 7m
sand/mud

- Mapagbo to Kanikian Pt - 8kt wind NE - anchorage N06.19'664/E126.10'983 in 11m sand/coral
As the wind changed late evening to SW, the anchorage became rolly.

- Kanikian Pt to Quality Pt - morning 20kt wind SW; calm anchorage N05.48'393/E125.33'936 in
10m sand

- Quality Pt to East Balut Isl -morning 13kt wind SW; calm anchorage N05.24'286/E125.25'764
in 14m mud

Here we got a welcome to Indonesia on VHF 16 by the coastguard. They saw us on the AIS or
radar.

- Balut Isl to East Kawio - morning 15kt wind SW; calm anchorage N04.40'018/E125.26'393 in
7m sand/coral

- Kawio to NW Sangihe - morning 22kt wind SW; calm anchorage N03.43'336/E125.24'573 in
8m black sand

- NW Sangihe to Tahuna Harbour i morning no wind; N03,36'467/E125.29'564 in 22m mud

Five officials from the Tourist Department were welcoming us. Mr Tommy TIWA, Kabid
Pemasaran Pariwisata Sangihe, and his English speaking collegae Mrs Ice (pronounce ltche),
drove us to Immigration and took care of all the clearance. Only the Customs Officer came on
board. We asked them to build a floating dinghy pontoon for the rally Sail Derawan. Some
Internet cafés in the centre but it's easier to buy a "Wifi Internet Voucher", which you can use on
your boat. Only Rp100,000 for 250Mb, valid 30 days. We will extend our visit here as there is so
much to see and people so nice.
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Soggy Paws 1 September 2014 7 Davao to Sangihe: We left Davao with moderate
southerlies in the 5 day forecast. Had we not been going with a rally, we probably would have
waited a few days for the stronger winds to die off.

2.3.4 To Malaysia

Hamamas - April 2009 - Palawan to Borneo: On 6 April 2009 we weighed anchor and left the
lovely anchorage of Puerta Princesa and headed south on our 306 nm journey to Sabah
Malaysia. There was very little traffic on the first leg, in fact an extract from Hamamas Log
shows "no shipping, no fishing, no dolphins!" After a 2 night sail we anchored at pretty
Clarendon Bay on Balabac Is at the foot of Palawan Is. We spent 2 nights there as it was to be
our last stop in the Philippines.There were 2 other yachts, Remora and Seafari, although we
didn't launch the dinghy to go say hello.

On 9 April we finally left the Philippines and sailed towards the Tip of Borneo and onto Sabah
Malaysia where we lowered the Philippine Flag and raised the Malaysian Flag. We were a tad
excited about this as we had spent such a long time in the crazy, chaotic Philippines that we
wondered what Malaysia would be like.

3 Northern Philippines
3.1 West Coast of Luzon

3.1.1 Laoag (18-10N / 120-30E) (Port of Entry)

PGYC - 2010 PDF: This northerly provincial capitol port is probably the best place to make your
first port of call as it has road and air transport connections to the rest of the country and is a
good place to restock the larder. Anchorage near 18-1 0 .N&/9%20-3 0. 56 E

Laoag is a Port of Entry.

3.1.2 Vigan (17-31N/ 120-22E)

PGYC - 2010 PDF: Anchoragenear17-3 1 .NoX®20-226 E Thi s picturesque anc
has some of the best preserved Spanish architecture in the whole country. Well worth a few
days ashore for exploration and camera work.

3.1.3 Candon (17-12N / 120-25E)

PGYC - 2010 PDF: Anchorage 17-1 2 128024 . 756 E There i s not much he
sasfeanchorage in a NE monsoon and the Filipinobs as
visiting sailing yachts.

3.1.4 San Fernando (16-37N/120-17E) (Port of Entry)

Bulldog - SSCA Bulletin Nov 2006: The commercial harbor has no available docks, and poor
holding. The beach area to the south is only a little better. Corruption is king here. Customs,
Quarantine and Immigration all tried to charge us $40USD each.
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We told them, we had talked to the Philippine counsel in Seoul, and he had told us there was no
charge for pleasure boats. Then they changed their tune. It may have helped that the Customs
chief was hauled off to jail a few days before, over some hanky panky with customs duties.

San Fernando has a small foreigner population, mostly German, some night life and tourist
attractions, and very low prices.

I should mention Orlando. He is the self appointed president of self-proclaimed Tourist

Boatmens Association. He is knowledgeable about the town and helpful. But be warned; he

has set up a bit of a scam, which is to go to suppliers and have them sharply increase prices,
and kickback the difference to him. Fortunately some local people told me of his scheme and in
some cases even the amount of the overcharge.

When Orlando asked for his pay, | explained that he had already taken it and then some. At first
he was angry, and then he smiled, no doubt comforting himself with his graft.

PGYC - 2010 PDF: Referred to as "Poro Point" in the PGYC doc. Anchorage 16-376N / 120-

186 E Formerly a Spani sh tavalhserthgn Jppanedethent hen an Am
Filipino. With such a long maritime history you can imagine that this port has all of the

infrastructure to satisfy a visiting seafarer . . . with patience and a little ingenuity this is true.

After stocking up perhaps sail around the Point to Bauang Beach.

3.1.5 Bauang Beach (16-34N/ 120-19E)

PGYC - 2010 PDF: Anchorage 16-3 4Ny 120-18. 7506 E (enter reef from SW
local fisherman to guide you in)

This beach used to be the playground of U.S. Servicemen and their families from Clark Airbase
before the U.S. Forces departed the country near the end of the last century. It still lives for that
era although the volume of tourists today only supports a handful of resorts.

Take a short ride South by road to Agoo T one of the prettiest historic towns in the area.

3.1.6 Bolinao (16-23N/ 119-55E)

PGYC - 2010 PDF: Anchorage near 16-2 3Ny 119556 E ( must wuse chart for |
bearing for WNW approach; do not attempt to enter from East of Santiago Island)

Such a beautiful location and a typhoon shelter.

Bolinao was once the major port of entry to Northern Philippines for goods to and from Hong
Kong and Macau. Legends of pirates and princesses lie in the shadows of every old building
and the spirits of seafarers and maidens are caught in bird song under every tree.

Take atrip Southbyroadt o t he ol d, but still working,, Bolinao
skyd sunset vistas

OCC: This is not a port of Entry but the coast guard will come to check papers etc. Entrance is
as shown on chart - no facilities.

Very sheltered anchorage off Riripayou Point or further south. In settled weather anchor just off
the small boat harbour (do not try to enter). Interesting market town, old cathedral. Post Office.
Hotel A & E friendly, welcoming (try the Tree House).
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From Bolinao, if you have an outboard, you can either follow the river south and come out
opposite the Hundred Islands - watch out for shallows & fishing nets - a very interesting trip it is
too, or sail round the outside to the islands.

From Bolinao you can catch bus to Alarivos then take the ferry from Locap.

3.1.7 Hundred Isles (16-13N / 120-02E)

OCC - 2009: Deep water exposed anchorage, many coral heads but a beautiful place to lie for
a short while - absolutely no facilities - no water either - there is however a small bar on Quezan
Island.

3.1.8 Caiman Cove (15-55N / 119-47E)

PGYC - 2010 PDF: Anchorage near15-55 . 56 -AN7 6 liflaAdhdrage is quiet and remote
except for a few fishermen. Take care when entering and leaving the area because there the
coral outcrops are not in exactly the same position as they appear on the charts.

3.1.9 Palauig Bay (15-27N / 119-54E)

PGYC - 2010 PDF: Anchoragenear15-2 76 N544& 1B Anot her peaceful
same coral hazards as Caiman Cove but a little closer to civilization.

3.1.10 Subic Bay / Olongapo (Port of Entry)

Doctor Recommendation in Subic T April 2018: Go to Bay Point Hospital..easy deal..i saw a
specialist within 10 minutes..10 bucks...dona be thrown by the huge crowd in the waiting
area..the entire family goes if one is ill.

Dream Away i April 2016: We arrived with a reservation at Watercraft Venture Marina. No
VHF contact, so no-one to help with lines, or tell us where to berth. We had booked, but maybe
we should have been more proactive and phoned or emailed the day before our arrival.

Watercraft Venture Corporation:

Bldg. 1031 Rizal Hi-Way,

Subic Bay Freeport Zone,

Olongapo City, Kalaklan, Zambales.

Tel: +63 47 252 1739 / 1740 Fax: +63 47 252 1738

Email: Cindy Kathleen Dela Cruz (known as Kath) at Watercraftventure@gmail.com

Her mobile is +63 932 865 6849.

Technical Operation Manager Jared Leong. Mobile: +63 922 837 3658 or +63 917 596 0231.

The marina would have been happy to complete our check-in ($$). They were quoting $50US
EACH for Quarantine, Customs and Immigration, $100US to coordinate the procedure, and
1,500Php for Port Authority. (The fees quoted are per boat so total is $US 250 + Port Authority)
As we had previously checked in in Tacloban, we only had to pay the Port Authority fee, for
which we never received a receipt. Best advice is to check in elsewhere before arriving in
Subic.

We docked into a vacant slip and went to talk to the marina office staff. All was well; we were
expected and told we could stay in our current berth for a week before the owner returned. We
organised a lift out date for the following month and agreed to move to another slip at the end of
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the week. So far all has gone as planned and we are happy with our decision to come here.
Work is being scheduled during our absence and more urgent jobs are currently being dealt with
at a very reasonable cost. We have encountered no security issues and are comfortable
walking outside the marina at night.

Visa Waiver extension after first 30 days: The Olongapo Immigration Field Office has moved
to: 111A Gordon Avenue, New Kalalake, Olongapo. Tel: +63 47 224 2766. We paid 3,130Php
each to extend our Visa Waiver for a further 29 days. We were given receipts for the full
amount, which added up as follows: Visa Waiver 500, Visa Waiver sticker (in passport) 100,
Visa Waiver Application fee 1000, Certificate Fee 500, Legal Research Fee 30, Express Lane
Fee 500, express Lane Certification 500. We needed to show our Immigration Port Clearance
(form Bl 2014-10-018 Rev 0) from Tacloban. The process was fast, polite with no issues and
friendly helpful officials.

Hotels: Nearest we have found is a ten minute walk east: RK Hotel, just before the traffic lights

on the N side of the dual carriageway. They advertise rates from 1,600Php, but said they have

no standard rooms available for when we want to stay. A Superior Room is 3,000Php, but

theyol |l di scount it 30 %, so it is 2,100 P-asp. | ncl
much-as-you-like buffet for 350Php, where the carbs are there for the taking and the protein you

cook for yourself at the table. As we were ignorant foreigners, Josie, our waitress did all the

fetching and carrying, and also all the cooking!

Restaurants: Several around the area just beyond the RK Hotel i Gourmet Garage, Korean,
Japanese, Burgers, Pizzas etc. If you turn W out of the yard, then there are several on the N
side of the road towards Harbour Point Mall (a 20-minute walk) i Urban Deli is closest; Magic
Lagoon (where you can catch your own fish for dinner) is behind the Total service station;
Behind the Petron service station is Pizza Hut and a small popular local, where you buy your
drinks from Treats next door. Subic Bay YC also has a restaurant, which is open i even though
almost all the other facilities (except the swimming pool) are currently closed for renovations.

Supermarkets:East thereds a Pure Gold behind the BP Ser
Palm Street. West therebébs a Pure Gold at the E e
river, and a small Royal on Manila Avenue. Harbour Point Mall is open 10:00-21:00.

Laundry: None in the Freeport zone, but lots as soon as you cross the river into Olongapo. We

have been using Blue Lagoon at the corner of Rizel & 2nd Street. Open 08:00-20:00 7 days a

week. Service wash only, takes 24 hours, 25Php/kilo (clothes), 55Php/kilo (bedding &
furnishings). isame day serviceo is available at

Transport: Tri taxis and Jeepneys are not allowed in the
The taxis are not metered. Outside the Mall there is a list of prices starting as low as 50Php.

Anne on Temerarius told us a taxi should be 100 (or 150 if you book it) to most places we go.
Seatbelts in the front (even taxis) are compul sor
motorcyclists must wear helmets and proper shoes (obviously only in the zone).

Chandlery: Broadwater Marine.

Lot 14 Magellandés Landi-way, SBREmpound, Argonaut Hi
Telefax: +63 47 252 5468

Email: subic@broadwatermarine.com

www: www.broadwatermarine.com
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Noonsite i Oct 20151 Watercraft Venture: Watercraft Ventures, next to Subic Bay Yacht
Club marina, has a limited number of pontoon spaces, best booked in advance, at reasonable
cost. The yard is well managed by Jared Leong, and it does good work and well priced. Get full
guotes first. Jared and his engineer, Ryan, drove 4 hours up the coast to collect a raw water
pump from us - it had already been 'repaired' at Subic through them. It was returned, properly
mended, and fitted within 2 days, all under warranty. Excellent service.

Windchimes i June 2014 7 Watercraft Venture (from Noonsite): We arrived in Subic Bay
late May 2013 with the idea of hauling out and having some repairs done. The only places
where we could haul were Kudat and Subic Bay - we decided to head for Subic Bay. Having
heard all the stories of woe and the negative comments about Subic Bay and in particular
Watercraft Venture Corporation, we decided to be our own judge.

Making contact by e-mail and asking lots of questions, it became clear that they would be up to
the task of hauling us out. The yard sent a list of charges and what work that could be done, so
from there on we knew what to expect.

On arrival we spent a week at their small marina so as to ready the boat for haul out (we had to
make shore arrangements for accommodation as you are not allowed to live on board whilst on
the hard).

The day of haul out went very well, 2 swimmers in the water so as to position the slings, 2 yard
people on board as line handlers....Time to lift....... the haulout crew did an excellent job and at
no time was the boat in any danger...from the lift out point to the hard stand went smoothly and
positioning the boat even better..in all, the operation went very well.

Watercraft have the sole right to below the water line in regards to scraping and sanding and
applying your brand of antifoul (they quoted on this and outlined what was to be done) so you
knew before what it would cost. We had a sanding back to primer coat and as we had
International as our paint system they applied a 2 pack primer/ bond coat and 20 litres of
Interswift 655 antifoul and boot top cut in.

We also had problems with a very noisy shaft so | decided to modify the stern tube, have the
shaft checked and add an inboard end cutlass bearing, at the same time replacing the water
end cutlass bearing.

Working in conjunction with Mr Jared Leong the Technical Operation Manager and a very
competent person we added an extension to the stern tube, fitted a PSS seal, new bearings in
the thrust block and all went back OK (this job was quoted on for work done by the yard as | did
a lot of work myself as well).

| had the topsides sanded back and primer coat and 2-3 coats of finish looks good (once again
job quoted).

Back again in the water, the lift and splashing were carried out with great care and as we had a
berth in the small marina there were yard people on board as well as on the dock. We spent all
our time at Watercrafts small marina and in the event of a typhoon or strong winds we were
shifted over to the Subic Bay Yacht Club onto one of their vacent berths. Watercraft have an
arrangement with SBYC for this, all you pay is for water and electricity. By the way 220volts AC
is AT 60 Hz - so be careful with your AC power useage, some things will not be happy running
on 60 cycles.
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My overall experience with Subic Bay, and in particular Watercraft, was a good one. Make sure
you know what you are getting (Quoted work) as you would anywhere else, ask questions, be
pleasant & happy, treat people with respect and the jobs go to plan...remember they have seen
it all before.

Windchimes i June 2014 7 Subic Bay Yacht Club (from Noonsite):

Will have to agree with other reports that the marina is in a run down state, they still have most
of the pontoon in service but there is a lack of power and water on some fingers. They are doing
some repairs but there is a long way to go. The marina charges are still high even though the
state of the marina is below standard.. you can anchor out or pick a mooring at Blue Rock
Resort. Noonsite has a listing on the Subic Bay page.

Apart from some minor inconveniences about the Marina, Subic Bay / Olongapo is still a good
place to visit. ATMs are everywhere, although some will only give out 10,000 Pesos a day.

On the subject of clearing in, it is best to clear in somewhere else. If coming from the south,
Puerto Princessa is good ...no asking for money to clear in (April 2013), where as the clearing in
at Subic Bay Yacht Club will cost, and the officials aren't backward in asking for at least US$50
per service for the 3 services - no getting away from it....you just have to pay up. Best advice is
to pay up and shut up or otherwise they will tell you that you have to go to MANILA, then you
will notice how the system works against you with long delays and long distances between the
various offices etc.

Don't forget you only get a 30 day visa on arrival, visas can be renewed in Olongapo at their
new office. Paperwork can be filled out in the office, you will need passport copies, copies of
your visa and a passport photo which has to be 2 inches square. Take cash as there is no card
service.

Taxi Driver: You best friend during your stay will be your regular taxi driver (ours was Ronnie,
09087103285, has good English and has a good idea where places are). Work out a fare
structure with the driver in advance.

Broadwater Marine: Broadwater Marine (Australian owns the show) can get almost any parts
you want from Australia, West marine etc. You will pay a bit more but they will save you a lot of
agony. They are at 14 Magellan's Landing, Argonaut Highway, and while you are there follow
the path down to Vascos - good eats, beer and a pleasant outlook (run by another Australian,
Brian).

Subic Bay Yacht Services: Dirk van Straalen of Subic Bay Yacht Services is a worthwhile
contact. He will help (for a fee) with importing parts, which are subject to a 45% tax if you do it
yourself. Ring Dirk and he will tell you what to do. Dirks office is in the same building as Vascos
(see above).

Eastern Machinery in Olongapo can handle any machining jobs.
Francis of Francis Refrigeration is the best in town, contact him on 09399395148.

Goodyear Hardware just down the road (Gordon Street/Ave/??) from SM supermarket has
most of what you need in the line of hardware.

Ador Tan will fabricate any thing you want in stainless, he is hard to get on the phone
09476285649, but Ronnie the taxi driver knows where the stainless shop is.
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Shore Services: There are 4 large supermarkets in town, Royal being better. Pure Gold near
Royal has the best selection of wines etc. in town. There plenty of good eats in town just go look
for them. Sunday baked dinners at Palm Trees out in Berreto on all day.

Transport: Victory Linner coaches run to Manila on the hour (trip takes 4-5 hours depending
on traffic). End of the line at Pasay is near the airport. A private car or taxi will cost about 5000
pesos, 3-4 hours, will also pick you up at airport and bring you back - this is a no hassle way to
do it.

The year we spent in Subic Bay was an experience and an adventure, we met some great
people. Make up your own mind about places.

Before - Mar-June 20137 Subic Bay Yacht Club: We pulled into Subic in front of the yard
and they had us in the slings and on the hard inside an hour. Very careful crew on the Travel lift,
even put a guy in the water to place the slings. Once they propped the boat up they welded all
the supports together with re-bar, very secure method.

We were not allowed to stay on the boat while in the yard, didn't really want to it's a terribly
dirty, dusty place, so stayed in a small hotel a 25 min walk away, major downside was Kazi was
not allowed so she guarded the boat from 7 to 7. Once things were settled began the process
to drop the rudder for a look, the yard guys(3) began hand sanding the hull prior paint and filled
the rather deep coral gouges in the keel from our fun in Yap. As the guys were sanding | began
digging a pit to allow the rudder to drop free, about 3 1/2 ft deep by 3'x2', whenever the
supervisor went away the guys took my tools away and dug, glad they did, has to be some
benefit to geaserhood . Rigged both tackles from the running backstays under the rudder to
slow its descent, glad | had the look, was better than had thought, minimal electrolysis and
wear on the post, redoing the the stuffing box was a major pain but was able to re-secure it to
the hull and hope fully cure that leak point. Got it all back together with lots of grease and elbow-
grease. It all works with just two fingers to steer again.

Finished the bottom painting and back in the water for a 5 min putt to a slip in the Subic Bay
Yacht Club. Google this place, they have many 80" boats plus lots of 40' to 60' and have seen
maybe 8, 250 -300' ft boats, move through. The dock stringers are rotten, the floats shift as
you walk on them, the fingers are breaking away from the pilings, the only way to secure the
boat is to the piles . A real shame this is a very well sheltered marina from all wind and sea
directions but a storm surge will tear it apart, so not a place for Typhoon, but it is the only game
in town so here we are for a bit more.

So lots of cleaning to remove all the dirt & dust from the yard and put stuff away and have a look
around us. Subic Bay Freeport Zone is the former US Naval Base for the 7th Fleet, it's Huge,
were told it has 14,000 hectares( 35,000 acres) within the fences. They are trying with, fair
success, to build a modern city, work,shop and resort with a lot of open ground, especially
around the old naval magazines, most of this area has never been logged, the old growth is
stunning and harbors a monkey population along with a few hundred fruit bats in the tree tops.

One benefit of the old Naval presence is the medical community, they now have a new private
hospital with many of the board members having done their training at the USN hospital. So with
this availability we have done all our medical,dental and optical, took about 3 weeks for all of it
with test results. We are fine standard old stuff, no surprises.

Yard Details: Spanky Perez (manager) 09175653405 Off Ph 472521739/1740 e-mall
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wvcsales@subictel.com
Costs: In and out P400 x LOA
Laydays: P30 x LOA

Utilities: water and electricity (220) metered, and garbage charges
| will be happy if we get out for $3,000 US.

Higher fees if you use outside workers, plus royalty fees. All underwater work must be done by
WCV employees.

For security reasons as of 3/1 you can not stay onboard. This was a real hit for the local
caretakers, but thiefing has been a problem. We have been warned many times to lockup and
don't leave anything unattended.

Barefoot Dave set his bag down to photograph someone's launching and lost P12,000. Guard at
gate and one roaming 24 hours. So they are making a serious effort to control problem. Still
some local worker/caretaker liveaboards.

We didn't plan on staying onboard, (shoot me first), but we had no reservations and after a
frustrating afternoon of looking, nothing was available, Holy Week!! Didn't you know. Easter is a
week and a half off.

The yard was not much help, they were unprepared for this problem. They did let us stay the
first night, and the second day, with the help of a taxi driver, | found a nice place. He was
adamant that | not look in Olongapo, (sp?) due to security risks. Mango Valley #3 (047)
2502063/2064 is clean, quiet, simple, safe, 20 minute walk to boat, close to lots of groceries,
restuarants and fast food, the BIG mall, ATM's, and beach. P1,600 and up. No cooking or
refrigerators, but they may have them available after Holy Week, (watch me genuflect).
Everwhere else sold out until after Easter.

Let the yard know at least a day ahead of your arrival, so they can prepare an entry/exit permit.

Strangely, the only place without cell phone service was our last night stop (14 44 493N / 120
16 069E) a 10 mile sail to Subic Bay. Nobody shot at us, but perhaps that was because we
followed a US Navy ship in.

All and all we are very satisfied with the workmanship, (better than what | would do). We
anchored in front of the ways and they immediately had us out of the water. Very safe, 6 guys
with a diver in the water for final positioning of straps before elevation. By 2:00 we were in place
with stands welded in place with rebar.

In 2 days the boats was prepped, and first coat of paint on. 5 guys working on it and very helpful
to R as he dropped the rudder and also had to dig a hole.The negatives: Very dirty, dusty,
pathetic cats and NO credit cards.

He says we will be out in 10 days, he has many boats coming in. We were lucky for our spot,
since they had just launched 4 boats.

Quetzlcoatl - January 2013 - Obtaining a Visa Extension: When our initial 21 day visa was
about to expire, we decided to try getting our extensions from the local immigration office in
Olongapo rather than going to Manila. Olongapo is the town adjoining Subic Bay. Information
on Noonsite led us to believe we would have to go to Manila. Wanting to avoid the long hot bus
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rides, expensive taxis and a waste of a day or two we took our passports and went to the local
immigration office.

The i mmigration office i s | oc aRizal Averiue lttsbneheVet er ano
yellow jeepney run between the two roundabouts. There is a sign that says "Immigration”

above the door. To enter you must walk through a large entrance that looks like a parking

garage. You will find the air conditioned office at the end of the garage.

When we entered the office, a man behind a desk asked if we were there for visa
extensions. We said yes and he gave us forms to fill out. Two other agents helped us to
complete the forms. We then submitted the paperwork, paid our fees and left. The entire
process took less than half an hour.

We received 39 day extensions.

We went to Immigration two days early, incase we would have to go to Manilaafter all, and we
received credit for those two days.

Kalearin - 2011 - Haulout in Subic Bay i Watercraft Venture: We left our boat on the hard in
Subic Bay at Watercraft Venture (WV) for an extended period, while we made trips back to the
U.S. and to China.

When we returned to Subic Bay in June of 2011, we hit the projects big time. Jim removed the
rudder and had Allen Hyde, who is an expert in fiberglass repair and construction, fill the void in
the rudder and reshape it. Jim also changed out all the bolts, as the originals were still in and
not in good shape after 30 years and he had new pins fabricated.

Wehired a carpenter from Allen Hydebs crew who enl
shelves for us behind the settee cushions, something that has been on the to-do list for years.

The best thing we did while there was hire Ed Campong, a freelance boat worker. Ed is the
brother of Romil, whom we had hired to clean the boat and do a few varnishing projects while
we were gone. When we returned to the boat it was clean and all the projects were complete so
we asked him to work for us. However, he was already committed to another boat and that is
when he introduced his brother, Ed, to us.

These guys work six days a week and get only $5 or $6 USD a day. We agreed to pay Ed $8

USD a day and he was worth every cent and much more. (Believe it or not, some yachties

would argue we were paying too much and ruining it for the rest of them.) Ed would jump right

on an assigned task and when finished would pop h
finished, boss, what next?0 Heimwas a great extra

But best of all, he was very good at painting and varnishing and so we kept him working for us
for four months while we spruced up the boat. | hated to have to let him go when we left but we
gave him a | etter of reference and a weekds sever

After two months on the hard working, we finally launched the boat and kept her at the docks at
WV. The price had gone up a bit, now $8 USD/day instead of $7. The docks are a real
ramshackle affair, mostly held together by chains and ropes tied off to the bridge. There are no
pilings.

In October we were hit by the edges of a typhoon and all the boats were shuffled over to the
yacht club next door. WV has a deal with them that during typhoons they could move the boats
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there for the duration, as their own docks would not hold up with boats on them. In fact, while
we watched from our boat, the WV docks broke completely apart. So now there was no marina
to go back to and we were allowed to stay at the yacht club which, even with their own
maintenance failings, was something of an improvement over WV, especially the showers.

In November we left to continue cruising. The plan was to sail through the Visayas, exit the
Philippine Islands through the Surigao Straits and get to Palau in time for Christmas.

Bulldog - SSCA Bulletin Nov 2006: The former location of the Subic Bay U.S. Naval Base.
The Yacht Club is very nice. The quoted rates were apparently set extremely high, so members
could be offered a 90% discount.

| explained to the manager that he was losing business from cruiserswh o di dndt come bec
of the high rates, and suggested a third rate for short stays. He agreed and put it into effect.
You can now stay for about $10 a day.

To make up for the loss of the naval base, the government established a duty free zone. You
can buy a bottle of scotch for $3USD, a brand you never heard of, but not bad. You can find
local bus excursions to see ancient Spanish cities, and a vacation city in the mountains built by
Americans about a hundred years ago to escape the summer heat in Manila.

Therebs a shi py arChibtmaeiréasohable, and eompetert. h t

3.1.11 Port Binanga (14-44N / 120-16E)

Dream Away i April 2016: 14 44.497 N/ 120 16.397 E Anchored in 7.5m. Afternoon SW sea
breeze bringing some chop in. S side of the bay littered with boats, buoys & fish traps. Big fish
trap in the middle of the bay. Disco/Kareoke music ALL night.

Both Navionics & CM93(2010) good.

3.1.12 Manila

Dream Away i April 2016 i Crossing Manila Bay: Crossing the shipping lanes was

fii etséari ngdo. On the S of the bay, a few coasters he
fishing boats seem oblivious, and there were plenty of them about. One started waving as we

passed them some distance away, and we realized we were about to go between them and a

flagged buoy, so quickly came out of gear, and drifted out of danger.

The AIS started going haywire as we neared the peninsula guarding the N entrance to the bay.
Numerous large ships were heading S down the coast, AlS thought they were on a collision
course, but they all turned with the coast & round into the port.

PGYC - 2010 PDF: Unless you are a history buff then you can choose to pass Subic Bay
(probably) and Manila Bay (almost certainly) and continue to head southerly. If you do choose to
drop into Subic Bay then leave Grande Island to starboard upon entry to avoid becoming yet
another scuba diving destination. If you want just a smattering of World War Il history then
anchor in the mouth of Manila Bay at Mariveles Port and take a day tour of the adjacent fortress
island of Corregidor, the scene of some of the bloodiest exchanges between Japanese and
American troops, as the former ousted the latter at the beginning of the war and the latter
ousted the former two years later.
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Bulldog - SSCA Bulletin Nov 2006: At the entrance to Manila Bay is Corregidor, the
legendary island of WWII fame. There are guided tours through the underground tunnel

network, with lots of added material explaining the history. It was the last stand of the U.S. Army
at the beginning of WWII. Unfortunately MacArthur had not thought to provide anti-tank
weapons, and when the Japanese brought in tanks, the fight was over. The captured prisoners
were ferried to the mainland, and the infamous Bataan death march to a POW camp followed.

Land on the north side docks, and ask to join the tour.

An unsavory smell greeted us as we came closer to Manila. When it rains, all kinds of garbage
gets washed into the bay, although the yacht club is nice.

You can find haul-out and repairs here, but you have to find your own contractors, though in
practice, they will find you.

Manila has a short subway line, but for the most part, just traffic jams. About three miles north of
the club, is the old Spanish walled city, government buildings, and Chinatown (the place to go
for marine supplies). About three miles south is the newer business district, most of it built on
the former sugar plantation of one very rich landowner.

3.1.13 Sightseeing Northern Luzon

Mokisha i Feb 20181 Sightseeing North of Subic: Before we set out for our cruise to

Palawan, we decided to see a little bit of northern Luzon. We rented a car in Subic and spent 5

days driving in a clockwise circle around the nor
arrangements in advance, just sketched out a plan on a map (below) and set off.
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Day 2 Feb 10th - Unian Island, Cocos Beach? 2nd day on the road. Slow going though.
We're used to the tricycles but never going 100's of miles - we found out how slow they are.
Take 50 miles & double it by 1 1/2! Beautiful coastline too. Cocos Beach Sign had this ph#
0939-389-6741

Day 3 Feb 117 Vigan: Built in 1572 by the Spaniards - Vigan is the best preserved city in the
Philippines. It's charming with cobble stone streets, cathedrals, an old bldgs. Arrived Vigan
today - really cool hotel built in 1800's (Gordian Hotel)

Day 3 Feb 13 - Pudanpug: Lucked out again- last night's stay in Pudandpug @ Palm Grove
Beach Resort. Had prawns as big as small lobsters . Awesome hotel & food.

The weather is pretty cool about 75 - 78 degrees, | was wearing a jacket at night.

Northern Luzon - windswept & wild. It was blowing 50 knots yesterday (weak cyclone passing
by well to south). As we got towards the top, the mountains became higher & drizzle set in. The
100 or so wind turbines were making electricity. Beautiful!

Day 5 Feb 157 Santa Ana: Tom's style of traveling is if it's out of the way & difficult to get to,
he wants to go. So.....4 hrs out to Santa Ana, the closest point to Taiwan we go!

Day 6-8 Feb 167 Sagada: Drove the Cordillera mountains yesterday to get to Sagada. Twisty,
turning roads but spectacular. We got to Sagada after dark and spent 2 days here
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Sagada - home of the hanging coffins. We did a 3 hr hike with Aaron our tour guide. He was
really great. The idea of hanging the coffins is to allow the spirit to go free. The put them under
overhangs so they don't get wet. See the chairs? For the old people to enjoy hanging off the
cliff! They still practice this today, but most people are buried in above ground tombs.
Fasinating. Vodoo & karma is also very big in this region. Reminds me of Peru.

It's a pretty dry environment so apparently not. Our guide says it's usually 3 days before putting
the coffins on the side of the cliff. During that time a lot of fluids are lost.

3.2 SW Coast of Luzon 1 Batangas & Anilao Area

Batangas is a province in the Philippines located in southern end of the island of Luzon. Its
capital is the city of Batangas and is bordered by the

provinces of Cavite and Laguna to the north and

Quezon to the east. Across the Verde Island out) Philippine
Passages to the south is the island of Mindoro and to Chine ‘ Sea
the west lies the South China Sea. : '

Batangas is one of the most popular tourist LUZON
destinations near Metro Manila. It is home to the CALABARZON
famous Taal Volcano, one of the Decade Volcanoes,
and Taal Heritage town, a small picturesque town that
has ancestral houses and structures dating back to
the 19th century.

BATANGAS

The province also has many excellent beaches and VISAVAS

diving spots including Anilao in Mabini, Sombrero

Island in Tingloy, Ligpo Island in Bauan, Matabungkay in Lian, Punta Fuego in Nasugbu,
Calatagan and Laiya in San Juan.

Batangas City has the second largest international seaport in the Philippines after Metro Manila.

3.2.1 Hamilo Cove (14-11N / 120-35E)

Screensaver i April 2016: Anchorage in 6m, 3G cell coverage, This is a reasonably flash
resort in a harbour so it is quite well protected. Security came to visit and while they did not ask
me to leave it seemed to be on the tip of their tongue. However they were polite enough and it
was certainly peaceful night.

When it comes to resorts, private beaches, or Islands | tend to not ask for permission to go onto
the beach they might think it is theirs. To go for a walk or swim, if you ask and they say no,

where do go from there, back to the boat é. . hi mm.
not fussed | will simply apologize and say | will be gone after my swim or walk thanks. However

if they are insistent, thenitb s wort h knowing that | ike in many <col
the beach.

There are some quite nice surrounding beaches offering protection for most directions and also
a very basic haul out facility probably only suitable for less than 40ft. (note, later Screensaver
hauled at Papaya Yacht Services, see account in Chapter 1 under Haulout Facilities.)

Dream Away i April 2016: Papaya Yacht Charters & Services, Inc. www.pycsi.com Tel: +63
920 925 9023 or PYCSI office +63 917 685 9372.
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Email: spanky.perez0962@yahoo.com.

Spanky was manager at Watercraft Venture until Feb 2015. 50 ton travel lift, the boats are
shored up along the long concrete pier that sticks out into the bay There are toilets and
showers, and living aboard is allowed.

There is a small village, but any supplies are in town, a 30 minute tri-taxi ride away. Add 12%
tax to all prices quoted.

Navionicsfar better here, CM93(2010) isnd6t even dr awn
an island. The bay is very shallow all around the edge but good shelter can be found from any
wind direction.

PGYC - 2010 PDF: Anchoragenear14-1 0. 8 6 -N5 . 8. @ here is alnloy on the left side
of the channel that is maintained by the landowner; if it is available then tie up. Further inside
the Cove there is pretty good holding in a typhoon. It is shallow muddy sand on the North and
East shores. The local fishermen in the village are reasonably friendly.

3.2.2 Punta Fuego (14-08N / 120-35E)

Dream Away i April 2016: Punta Fuego Yacht Club has 30 marina berths of various sizes
with power & water. Hard standing only for small trailer boats. Fuel Pumps, bar/snack bar,
showers. Visitors Fee 30Php/ft/night. LOA includes any bowsprit/pulpit & aft platform.

Useful place to pick up fuel, but generally expensive for food and drink.
Either in the marina or further up the river should provide good protection in a blow.
Email: ipoybentir@yahoo.com Tel: +63 917 511 1616 VHF: 72.

Navionics put us on land N, CM93 (2010) put us on land S.

There are a couple of buoys, looks like they are still using system B. Just off the entrance to the
marina are several buoys, which looked like mooring buoys to us, but the staff we met denied all
knowl edge. I f wedd gone to the main office we ma

Navionics continued to put us on land as we headed out, too.

Screensaver i April 2016: For me this place is an ideal pit stop. The washing machine ran
flat-out before | arrived, and | was also setup to give Screensaver a quick bath. It is an ideal
place to pick up diesel and water, simply because it& so easy, and the only place | have been
where you can take on fuel and water directly into the boat. Having done all the laundry, fresh
water was low,. So with fuel and water topped up, Screensaver bathed, in all at a quite good
price and my anchorage was 15 min away making the whole stop very worthwhile.

PGYC-2010PDF: 14-08. 2506-3%,06 E2 &G s hel tmtrnetdonsdarediyphoang e
safe.

The all new Punta Fuego Yacht Club has recently opened a marina pontoon facility on South

side of the peninsular thatiscurrently f r ee for visiting yachts. Worth
find too many people around because it is really only for club members who own land upon

Punta Fuego itself . . . but if you ask nicely then you may get a round of golf in.

Kalearin - November 2011: Our first stop after leaving Subic was Punta Fuego, (14A07. 706N,
120A35. 46E), a private marina in a cove beneath t
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for the very wealthiest of the Philippine families. There was room at the marina and they accept
guests, but we comfortably anchored just outside.

We had heard there was a restaurant on the hill and when we went to the bistro at the dock we
were told that the shuttle bus was for residents only. The man standing next to her, obviously a
resident and yacht owner, gently reprimanded the young lady, telling her they must be
welcoming to other yachts and then sponsored us for the duration. When we went to pay our
lunch bill we discovered he had picked up the tab. A nice beginning to our cruise.

3.2.3 Maya Maya (14-07N / 120-37E)

Dream Away i April 2016: 14 06.92 N/ 120 36.81 E Anchored in 8m. Quite a violent chop
from afternoon sea breeze, but it died down. The resort was taken over in 2014, and there are
plans afoot to build a whole new resort. The small marina will remain, but the travel lift has
already been sold on to Papaya Yachts Services in Hamilo Cove.

The marina entrance is approx. 40ft wide, and 9ft deep. Marina depth 12ft, but we think we saw
some shallower patches. Currently there is one cruising yacht, 2 larger motor boats, and half a
dozen small motor boats.

Tel: 0918 909 7167 and talk to Elma or email: elma619@yahoo.com

Navionics not good here, CM93(2010) much more believable.

PGYC - 2010 PDF: Anchornear14-06 . 8 70-3N,06 E2&GI| t hough there
sometimes available.

Very hospitable to visiting yachts especially if you use the bar and restaurant facilities of the
resort. Nothing much to do here except to chill-out and maybe relax in the Spa. The adjacent
marina is considered typhoon safe and has fuel and a 50 ton travel hoist. Prices are a little
higher here than in most resort areas.

3.2.4 Balayan Bay

Screensaver i April 2016: This was essentially just another pit stop on the journey south. The
Southerlybés are now in place as | am | ater
tacking or battling with head on winds often approaching 30knts apparent (in the afternoons).
This stretch of water between Balayan Batangas and Puerto Galera seems to attract a wind
tunnel.

The beach was certainly nothing much but it was home to windsurfers which are rarely seen
here and a number of dive resorts heading out beyond Puerto Galera.

3.2.5 Solana Resort Moorings

Soggy Paws 1 May 2018: Wedi dnét come here by boat, but
passed the Solana Resort nearly every day on our way to dive sites. There was one smallish
yacht on a mooring near where we could see the Solana Resort sign ashore, on a mooring.
There was another yacht that came in on our last day. There are a number of moorings along
this coastd they are usually there either for dive boats to hang off during the day for diving, or at
night for storage. So if you pick one up, make sure you inquire ashorewh et her it 0s
We did see some anchorable spots along the shore with a sand bottom less than 60 ft deep.
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PGYC ' 2006: while searching for Yacht Friendly Moorings along the Batangas coast, we have
discovered one nice resort on the tip of the Mabini Peninsula. Punch these coordinates into your
GPS and take time out to enjoy a little known sanctuary that will surely charm mind, body and
soul.

The outer mooring is | ocated near: N 13deg 42. 2060

There are three moorings located off the foreshore of Solana Resort, Mabini / Anilao, managed
by Joel Uichico. The outer mooring (orange spherical buoy) lies in approximately 18 metres of
water while the one to the East (orange spherical buoy) offers eight metres or more; the third
mooring (black spherical buoy) is in about three metres and suitable for shallower draft vessels.
Sailing yachts should be cautious when circling the shallowest buoy as there is a rocky outcrop
immediately North.

From Cape Santiago take a heading of approximately 87 degrees M and this will take you direct
the outer mooring with no hazards. If passing between Maricaban Island and Sombrero Island
take a heading of 75 degrees M for a clear run to the mooring. If arriving from the East through
the passage between Maricaban Island and the Batangas coast then make your turn when the
outer mooring position is on a bearing of 330 degrees M and you will be clear of all known
hazards.

The moorings are sheltered from weather from the North, South and East, but are somewhat
exposed to a westerly wave set.

Upon arrival during daylight (recommended) you can hail the resort and they will provide water
transport to the shore. If you have your own dinghy then you can land it on the adjacent (East)
sandy beach. The moorings are intended to be used by yachtsmen and visitors.

Solana Resort is a first class boutique resort nestled in the Batangas hillside, with an ambiance
designed to suit its mixed and varied clientele.

The welcome is warm and generous from all of the staff and whether you are there simply
landing for lunch and afternoon tea or, to take a few days of rest and relaxation the level of
service is comparable to a fine hotel in Manila.

The beer is cold and the water warm and inviting. Kayaks and various pedal driven watercraft

are at your disposal and there is an adequate dive shop with dive master, equipment for rent

and a service for refilling of tanks. Sitting in
are 35 dive sites within easy reach for both the novice and experienced diver. Corals and fish

are in abundance within a few feet of the resort but once ashore, after a day of chasing

sweetlips and groupa, you may wish to do nothing more that enjoy a relaxing massage and

soak up the remaining rays.

The sun sets over Cape Santiago out to the West and, as the heavens migrate their hues from

rich oranges and turquoise towards dusk, the forested hills that rise steeply behind the Solana

Resort are filed to overflowing with the sweet scent of frangipani and sound of a thousand birds
finding their perches and partners for the night.

An overnight stay at the Solana Resort, inclusive of all meals (including wine at dinner), is
approximately US$100 per person; an air-conditioned casita room designed for the day-sailor is
approximately US$40, with tasteful buffet meals charged separately. Crew bunkrooms and
meals are also available.
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For those with a fulltime crew aboard you can also reach Solana Resort by road and have your
yacht meet you at the resort. Travelling from Manila you can either, drive towards Batangas,
take the diversion road to Batangas Port and then turn right to Anilao via Bauan or, you can
follow the roadside signs to Solana Resort, which require you to turn right off the Batangas road
about three kilometers after exiting the Star Tollway -- this is the picturesque zig-zag route to
Bauan. Once in Anilao town turn left and follow the Solana Resort signs all the way to
enchantment. Travel time by road from Manila is between two and three hours.

If you live further North than Manila then you could alternatively charter the Subic Seaplane,
which can deliver you to the resort within 40 minutes in all fair weather conditions except a
strong westerly.

For more information call Joel on +63 917 300 1086, email solanabezo@gmail.com or visit

www.divesolana.com

3.2.6 Diving Analao

Lone Wolf (from FB) i April 2018: When Soggy Paws asked around on FB for where people
anchor their cruising boats to dive Anilao, Lone Wolf gave us this waypoint: 13 46.44 N/ 120
55.47 E This looks like a reasonable anchoring area in Easterlies, but is nowhere near the main

dive spots touted by the fAimacroodo dive centers.

Soggy Paws 1 April 2018: We did a macro photography workshop at Crystal Blue Resort in
Analao. Itis about a quarter of a mile west along the coast from the Solana Resort moorings.
We left our boat on a secure mooring in Puerto Galera and took the ferry across to Batangas
and were picked up by a resort-arranged van ($80 US for the van that holds at least 6 pax and
dive gear). There are no taxis in Batangas, only jeepneys and tricycles, so those are your
choices if you want to get around. Ot her f
from Crystal Blue, hired a jeepney from the Batangas ferry area to take them all the way to the
resort. They negotiated P1800. It was possible, but expensive, to arrange a direct banka from
Puerto Galera direct to the resort (we were

Crystal Blue Resort was a pretty upscale resort with a full buffet for breakfast, lunch, and dinner.
Mike, the manager and resident camera guru was a great teacher of photography techniques,
and he has authored a book about Anilao creatures. Arthurs Place, about 2 doors down, is a
more budget operation.

As in other places, all the dive centers go to the same dive spots. Anilao is known as a macro
dive center, so if you are looking for reefs and fish, this is not the best place for you to be diving.
But the macro was pretty spectacular. Our favorite dive spots were Secret Bay and Manit
Corner. These seemed to be out of the current so it would be possible to dive these out of your
dinghy.

Looking at the chart, the ASolana Mooringso
fairly exposed to the prevailing wind, which funnels along the shore (the wind in the slot is from

i ends

quot e

(whi c

the SE, even in NE season). However, thereds eno

protected spot. Just need to get in close enough to shore to get out of the current, as having a
wind-against-current situation with a couple of knots of current against 15 knots of wind would
be a wild ride at anchor. There were places we saw while diving, that you could anchor, just
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make sure you avoid dropping in any coral, and try not to hit a hairy frogfish over the head with
your anchor (they hang out in the sand areas).

Mokisha - March 2018: We left our boat on a PGYC mooring and did several dive trips to
nearby popular dive spots. Our first was to Anilao, wherewe st ayed at Arthuroés pl

Arthurodos Place (Dive Resort)
So we stayed at Arthur's Place. It's 2 doors down from Crystal.

Youde kinda out in the middle of nowhere with only the resorts around you so take batteries,
money & everything you need. Nearest ATM is about 30-40 min away. It's nice though & we
enjoyed it.

I think Crystal is definitely more a full service dive center. Ours was ok.

We are not that much into muck diving but there was another diver there when we got there &
he was, so the first day was muck diving with only sand & not much else except lots of other
divers. The other diver really wanted us to do a night dive so we said we would not realizing we
were going back to the same muck diving site that we were at in the afternoon. We weren't all
that happy about that & it was really our fault for not asking more questions. Except for 2
octopuses, we didn't really see anything great.

The 2nd day went across to Macham Island where we dived a wreck. | know Dave loves wrecks
& again, not my favorite thing on top my list. The thing was, | asked Lito, our divemaster the
night before about Sombrero & doing only coral & wall dives - he said yes, that's what we were
going to do.

Lo and behold if he didn't tell us when we almost got there that we were doing a wreck dive! It
really kind of pissed me off but in the end it was ok. Nice coral on the wreck. A large school of
Bat fish who didn't care if they were photographed. | wouldn't say the wreck was spectacular
although it was supposed to be from WII. Vis about 25-30 ft.

2nd dive was Sombrero finally - a wall dive! Tons of nice coral, lots of fish, many, mayn nudi's,
turtle - could have done it several times. So that's our extent of Anilao. | can't say it's any better
than what we dove last year in the Visayas.

Crystal Blue Dive Resort

We went to Crystal's a few times for drinks & delicious coconut shrimp. We met the manager,
Mike who is American. Nice guy. They have a super camera room. There's basically no stores
around so take your wine if you want it because none of the resorts have wine. Even the bars
are limited & Crystal probably was the best. | think you might have a package deal but if you
don't, dinner is P750 a night at Crystal's. Arthur's food isn't bad but kind of basic.

Bahia Dive Resort

2 doors down from us was Bahia where | used their infinity pool for P200 an afternoon. They
are P7,000 a night & only had beer & no food!
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3.3 Extreme Southern Luzon

3.3.1 Donsol (12-54N / 123-35E)

Arnak i 2010:12°54.893N 123°34.710 anchor off the beach. This is where you can swim with
the whale sharks but you must go with a local boat. Well worth the experience and not
expensive. Catch a jeepney into the town/village for supplies. A few tourists.

3.3.2 Bulan Town (12-40N / 123-52E)

Arnak i 2010:12°39.733N 123°52.264E Boatbuilding ashore with a small town on top of the
hill. Good supplies and friendly people. Anchored off town jetty.

3.4 Mindoro

Warning: See Noonsite report: http://www.noonsite.com/Countries/Philippines/philippines-
mindoro-paluan-bay-armed-boarding-robbery (or below in Paluan Bay section)

3.4.1 Puerto Galera (Port of Entry)

PGYC - Arriving from the North: After Maya Maya there is little to distract you until you reach
Puerto Galera. It is approximately 42 miles or a good day-sail T night-sail is not recommended
here because of the large numbers of fishermen using long nets strung perpendicular to the
coast, if you want to night-sail from here then stay at least eight miles off-shore. Before you
reach Cape Santiago stay at least two miles off-shore because the Calatagan Reef is very
shallow and extends further today than when the charts were drawn. The last 22 miles up the
Verde Passage is a beat in the NE Monsoon or a run in the SW monsoon. If you are beating
then stay as high as you can on the port tack from Cape Santiago; you will get knocked towards
Mindoro at some point; take the knock and then tack up the Mindoro coast until you can enter
the Manila (West) Channel into Puerto Galera.

PGYC - Approach and Arrival: We strongly recommend a daylight entry into Puerto Galera,
especially if this is your first visit. If you arrive off Puerto Galera in the dark then we recommend
that you anchor outside the bay until dawn.

Agood place to anchor i s nieyaucank&efy aRHor waondldd, 120A 5
meters of the shore.

NOTE: AS OF 2018, THERE IS A VERY DIFFICULT-TO-SEE POWER LINE CROSSING THE
EAST (BATANGAS CHANNEL), SAILBOATS SHOULD NOT USE THIS CHANNEL.

The west, or Manila, channel is the best entry for first time visitors because it is consistently
deep and wide; the north, or Batangas, channel is narrower and has a shallow coral outcrop at
its inner end 1 even Club boats occasionally nudge this one. There are a number of coral reefs
within the bay itself, with navigable channels separating them. If you have not already done so
then check-out the modified Admiralty chart (A3559) on the More Info page of the PGYC
website for a greater understanding of the inner bays.

Enter the Manila channel (near 13A 31.5006N, 120A
clearly see the two, large white mooring buoys in Boquete Bay to your right 7 at this point you

will also see the town of Muelle due, south of your position, with the Club moorings visible to the

left of the town pier.
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DO NOT head straight for the Club moorings. Instead, turn to starboard and head for the two,
large white mooring buoys in Boquete Bay. When you are approximately two boat lengths from
the first, large white buoy turn to port and head directly for the closest Club mooring buoy. You
can pick up any of the vacant Club buoys while you wait for the service boat to direct you to the
most appropriate one for your yacht.

DO NOT pick up on either of the two, large white mooring buoys in Boquete Bay except in an
absolute emergency.

Note: the Club can be contacted by radio on Marine VHF Channel 68. However, because of the
geography of the area, your broadcast may not be heard by the Club immediately unless you
are withint he bay. I f you are inside the bay and

still

trycalingtheiser vi ce boat o by name, 0 theserhie baatdasme VHF Cha

usually somewhere in or around the mooring area and has a better line of sight to the Manila
Channel entrance.

If you have cellular or satellite telephone then contact the Club using +63 (0)43 4420136.
The Club hours of operation are currently from 08:30 hrs to 22:00 hrs daily.

Soggy Paws 1 April-June 2018 1 PGYC Moorings: We contacted PGYC approximately 3
months ahead of arrival to have them put us on the mooring list, and once a month after that to
make sure we were still on the list. They could not guarantee us a mooring until a couple of
weeks before our actual arrival, but at that time, we were at the top of the list. As we got closer
to PGYC, we updated the manager (Alma) every couple of days to refine our arrival date. We
wanted to leave our boat unattended on a PGYC mooring for a couple of weeks while we went
off diving, so it was important that we get a mooring. As it turned out, they gave us a mooring in
the inner bay (off Muelle town) when we were aboard, but as we left the boat, they moved us to
Dumaran Bay for storage. The Aservice boatodo onl y(akdoes
fi Mu e | AG¥®,)and boats on the inner moorings. We had to arrange a special run with Alma
to get picked up and dropped off on our remote mooring. But the mooring looked good, and the
bay was MUCH quieter than being the mooring field, with the service boat and bankas, ferrys,
etc running back and forth at all hours.

After we came back from our two dive trips elsewhere, we moved back onto the outer mooring
(BO) at the inner mooring field. This was a nice spot, because we got more breeze than the
boats in the inner mooring field, but it was terrible because of banka traffic.

nor mal

I n June, the Aredevel opmento of the PG waterfront

from the west end of the muelle to the east end, and totally blocked off the west end. That
meant that all the local bankas came right through the mooring field, usually passing close one
side or the other of us, many still at full speed. It also increased the confusion and traffic for the
big ferries, so, running late, they often accelerated to max wake speed just before they passed
us. | was very happy to get off that mooring (after spending a month there!). We complained at
the yacht club, and got sympathy but no action. It was too dangerous to swim off the boats in
the mooring field, because of the traffic. And the first noisy banka roared pass close to us at
about 5am. We made sure we kept 3-4 lights on deck to ensure no one ran into us in the dark.

Globe was good here, but Smart was nearly completely unusabled in spite of always having 4

bars (never figured out why, but donét count on S
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Sloepmouche T July 2017: 13 30.5944 N/ 120 56.9851 E 10m hard bottom, not far from the
PG Yacht Club mooring area. Very wide area available to anchor with only a few unattended
boats; several other coves in the bay to anchor but you are further away from town and Puerto
Galera Yacht Club. Be aware of seaplane landing and taxiing to the beach.

If you anchor in the bay we did, anchor off the buoyed area marking a small marine protected
area. Short dinghy ride to PGYC moorings (350-450P/night with free shore shuttle, VHF68) and
from there to PGYC dock. You can also tie up your dinghy in front of town to walk to market
(best not leave dinghy there after dark).

PGYC is very welcoming and has a newly finished restaurant & bar. Curry night is every Wed at
289P/pers and BBQ night every Friday; hot/cold shower; book exchange. The PGYC personnel
are very cordial and helpful! Restaurant is closed on Mondays but the office is open.

We got packages delivered c/o PGYC, no problem :)

Patrick de Backere, a friendly Belgian sells Victron Energy equipment including solar panels at
good prices. He is installed just the other side of the tourism center right where you put your
dinghy.

Is the bay a good typhoon hole? Probably not the best due to many local boats here, the PGYC
moorings quite close to each other, and some good fetch. Globe internet: good; Smart mobile:
good.

Dream Away i April 2016: Anchored at 13 30.525 N /120 56.987 E We called the yacht
club, as per the instructions on their website, only to be told they have no available buoys.

We anchored in the outer bay in 7m, rocky, a bit near the reef, but with a dozen other boats in
the bay already, we couldn't really choose. Would not want to be there in a strong NE but there
are plenty of other anchorages available.

The club has other moorings but these are a long dinghy ride from the club and town.

The fservice boatdonly services the boats on the moorings. Take care going in to the yacht
club in your dinghy - the inner bay is shallow & full of bommies. Spot the white channel markers
on the S side, and use them.

CM93(2010) had us going over land again, Navionics probably pretty accurate.

The town is good for restocking, ités friendly an
supermarket we found has a tiny entrance i very easy to miss. It was on the right just after the
traffic lights.

MV Moken i Feb 2013: The harbour is accessed through one of two channels, the Batangas
Channel (north channel) or the Manila Channel (west channel). The Manila Channel is the
recommended entrance for tall boats, as the Batangas Channel has a low hanging power line
crossing from Mindoro to Medio Island and shallow reefs to be navigated.

Dutifully advised, we entered through the Manila Channel and anchored in Boquete Bay near

the sand bar. Smaller boats can take advantage of moorings at the Puerto Galera Yacht Club in

Muell e Bay and the clubbés service boat, but given
You can reach the yacht club on Marine VHF Channel 68. Their web site has great information

on navigating the area and things to do once you arrive.
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Provisioningi n PG i sn6t too challenging. Fresh drinking
dock, which is also where wedd | eave our tender f
service boat when going into town.

The public market is about a 10 minute walk and a good place to stock up on reasonably priced
fresh fruit, vegetables, meat and seafood. Of course, you have to shop around as some vendors
will overprice for foreigners. There is also a good supermarket near the market and an excellent,
if overpriced, European deli in the same area.

Closer to Muelle Pier are two excellent mini markets for non-perishables and another deli that
specializes in German imports and has a good selection of frozen meats. Gasoline is available
at the Shell station about a 10 minute walk out of town or a 20 peso ride in a trike.

Things to Do: With our supplies replenished, it was time to have some fun. Diving is what we
came for and is mostly what we did. But it isnot

This was Chr ioP®and mysecont and dll sur diving has been with South Sea
Divers. There are an overwhelming variety of dive shops to choose from, but we always stick
with this shop. Webll tell you more about the diwv

With all the coves and bays in the area, beaches and watersports are the two major draws.

Aside from diving, there is sailing, kayaking, windsurfing, jetskiing and banana boating. Being a

maj or resort dest i nahvlégolihcourse, hsenvellad mintlaall amda shooting n e
range. Or you can rent off-road buggies or explore the area by motorcycle. White Beach,

Tamaraw Falls and Tukuran Falls are some of the favorite destinations. After a hard day, there

are plenty of spas to choose from or you can have a massage right on the beach before a night

on the town.

Dining options seem to be centered on three main areas: Muelle Pier, Sabang Beach (including

neighbouring Big and Little LaLaguna beaches), and White Beach. We only tried a few places

and can recommend the Puerto Galera Yacht Club (try their kinilaw), Le Bistro, the Hang Out

Bar (for breakfast), Badl adz, Tamarind and Tokoods
favourite sweet is turon, a banana wrapped in pastry and deep fried. How could that not be

good?

Getting Around: 1 't 6s super easy to get around and no shor
customer. There are three main options to get between Muelle Pier and Sabang. Most

expensive is a trike at about 150-200 pesos for up to four people. Quickest is a ride on the back

of a motorbike for 50 pesos. And cheapest and most comfortable by far is a ride in a jeepney for

20 pesos. As always, with trikes and nefotegaubi kes i
getin.

Internet: Also important for us were the availability (or lack thereof) of some of the other
services we have come to depend on. Wifi is now available in most restaurants but Internet
cafes are getting harder to find. Loads for mobile phones are widely available but fax machines
are not.

Money: Credit cards are not widely accepted except at larger businesses and even when they
are, they are subject to additional fees and outages caused by brown outs or the Internet being
down. The same goes for bank machines. There are only two banks, one in Sabang and one in
PG. And the one day we tried to get money, one wa
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card. Changing money is pretty easy but rates wvar
cheques are not great and they are not widely accepted.

Medical: Unfortunately, we had to make use of medical services during our stay in PG. First

when our friend Richard took a spill off his scoo
infection. There is a rural hospital in PG with basic services and a medical clinic in Sabang with

better care, but the nearest major medical centres are in Calapan, a two-hour drive south, or via

banca to Batangas. | toés also not easy to find man
Canada. There are a couple of pharmacies but the selection is underwhelming. So bring along

any you might need.

Before - November 2013 7 Typhoon Haiyan & PG Moorings: Haiyan is expected to pass
about 115 nm south of us, sparing Puerto Galera but giving the misery to everyone south. Very
glad that we have not yet begun heading toward Puerto Princessa, there is a reward for
indolence.

Biggest wind expected for us should be 50kts in the gusts. We have excellent shelter to the
East, South and West, but open to the North with a 3/4 mile fetch. There are ~15 anchored
ferries and RoRos, but they are outside the reef just north of us that might slow a big guy
dragging.

We are on a PGYC moor i n gsubstantial cobcret block, #hrzew fined hr ou g h
above and below the float, main lashed, head sail in the aft cabin, dingy rolled up lashed on
deck, solar panels lashed down and cold beer in the fridge. As ready as can be.

Afterward: Quite the ride last night, biggest wind came from the East, could hear it big coming
over the ridge line and developing into conflicting williwaw's for us. All the boats in the mooring
field were hanging and spinning in different directions, seas were small, some rain, heavy at
times but not a huge bother. The wind on the surface maybe 15-20,our wind speed at the mast
head (60ft), was reading 8kts one second, then zero, then 20kts, then 5kts, as the boat was
pushed or heeled over or spun. Of course this was after dark. It was a constant entertainment
watching the ferries and ships drag and try to re-anchor. The winds for them must have been
50kts or so, and everything was well lit with all their spotlights. The spume and spray looked like
fast moving ground fog. At first light four ships-ferries were hard aground on a falling tide. One,
a 250ft 4 deck ferry, is lying abeam high on the beach of a very slick resort, but it missed the
pier. Another 200ft landing craft is on the reef just to the north of us, the other two are east of it.

Before - June 2013: We had a very good sail up from Palau to The San Bernadino Straight, 15
-20 on the Stb'd quarter, got lucky with tide and day light to enter the Straight, no major over-
falls or turbulence while making 11kts over the ground.

Found a harbor for the night then began 5 day trips to Puerto Galera. We only move with
daylight here as there are scads of fishing boats from 1 man canoes to 100 ft. Along with the
boats are hundreds of fish attracting devices (FADS)--usually a pole type float tethered to the
bottom. Some have flags, but most are hard to spot until way too close. So cruising here is not
a fkick back set the auto/pilot with an eye for boatsa-you have to really pay attention. That said
it's quite beautiful, very rugged hills studded with volcano cones that create their mini weather
systems.
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Checked in to the Philippines in Puerto Galera a beautiful all weather bay and great yacht club
with cheap beer and good food, stayed a week, and then moved on to Subic Bay, to haul the
boat, day sailing again.

Kelaerin - November 2011: Our next stop was a re-visit to Puerto Galera, ( 12 A30. 26N
120A57.206E), which | still think is one of th
up one of their moorings for a few nights at 300 pesos a day and enjoyed a couple of meals at

the yacht club.

e pr

I had admired the baskets made by the local Iraya tribes and decided to take a trip out to

Talinapan, a village that is a project of the family of Don Jaime de Ayala, one of the seven

families that Aownsodo the Philippines. Theigs buil d
who come down from the mountains to settle. Here the families practice their craft and have a

very nice show room for their baskets.

Bulldog - SSCA Bulletin Nov 2006: The bay is considered the best hurricane shelter in the
islands. If you stay through the summer you can expect about two direct hits, but no major
damage to the boats moored at the yacht club. Some of the anchored boats have usual
dragging problems.

The yacht club here is mostly European, but very friendly and helpful. The town has a tourist
industry, with a lot of Australians, Europeans, and a few Americans. Activities included beach
volleyball, group hikes in the mountains, and we were inducted into the Hash House Harriers, (a
running club) and an endless supply of beer. We almost stopped the cruise here!

3.4.2 Getting To/From Manila from PG

Mokisha i March 2018: 1 1/2 hrs from PG to Batangas on the ferry @ $250 pp. 7:30 am is
the 1st ferry of the day. Last is 4:15. Takes 2 1/2 - 3 hrs to Manila depending on traffic.

Sloepmouche i July 2017: Air Juan is a seaplane service based in Puerto Galera. Best to
book a flight on Air Juan via Alona 0917-824-3551 if you need to fly to Manila (20min flight from
the small beach facing the PGYC anchorage. | had to go to Subic Bay to do a survey and flew
with Air Juan to Subic Bay via Manila (7,000P one way); it took only a little over 1 hour versus
the 8h journey via ferry and 2 busses. They also fly to Borocay and other locations.

Bad Ladz PG Website i 2018: First take a ferry to Batangas from Muelle Pier. The fare will be
around 2501 30 0PHP. There is only one booth here so you
to the wrong gate.

From the pier go ahead and get your ticket at the ticket booth and all you have to do is wait for
the next scheduled banca boat trip.

Your options are Minolo Shipping Lines (MSL) and Father and Son Shipping Lines (FSL). We
recommend MSL as theyo6re faster, bigger and wil/l
Beach or Sabang if their boat is not full.

The banca boat will take you to Batangas Pier within 1 to 1.5 hours. Once you arrive in
Batangas, the next step is to get a bus, a taxi or a van that goes to Manila. Just follow the
people that go out of the pier.

If you want to take a taxi or a van you can get them at the parking lot of the Batangas Pier.
Prices for these are more expensive.
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I f you want to take a bus, itds cheaper. The bus

There are buses at the parking | ot of It he pier th
recommend them if youdre short on ti me. Buses her
might sit in the bus for 30 minutes to a couple of hours before they leave.

The best option for you to get a bus is to go to the Batangas City Bus terminal, the bus here
leaves every 30 minutes. To get here you will need to take a trike from the pier. There are two
types of trike there, you can get a trike with other passengers for 50PHP or you can charter your
own trike for 100 PHP going to Batangas bus terminal.

Once you arrive in the terminal, look for your bus that is going to the Manila Bus Terminal. This
bus will take you to Manila with in 1 to 1.5 hours. You can get off at DelaRosa Street which has
Buendia Train Sation or at the Bus Terminal. From there the next step is to get a taxi to the
airport.

Now we are close to our destination, if you get off at DelaRosa you can get a metered taxi there
that can take you to the airport.

Find the taxi you will use by asking them if they will use their meter. Iftheywon 6t , shut t hei-r
and go to the next one. If they agree, make sure they turn on their meter before you they leave.
Sometimes they will start talking to you so you forget and they conveniently forget.

Once you get your taxi just let them know what terminal you are going so they can get you a
fastest route to the airport.

3.4.3 Visa Renewals in PG

Soggy Paws 1 April 2018: Because we were already passing through Batangas on our way
back from Manila, it was easy to stop in at Immigration and do our extensions at the Batangas
Immigration office. The office is tucked away on a side road halfway between the Port and then
Central Bus terminal. Easiest to reach going FROM the Port to the Bus Terminal.

Yvonne Otero (FB) i March 2018: They do visa extensions in Puerto Galera on Tuesdays
(and maybe Thursdays). The Immigration Office is in Calapan but they do have a field office in
PG about a 5 minute walk from the yacht club/ferry dock. It is only open on Tuesday but they
can't do a visa in one day. They take the passports to Calapan and bring it back the following
Tuesday. We ended up renting a motorbike and driving to Calapan and back. We didn't have a
week to walit.

Mokisha i March 2018: We got our tourist visas renewed in Batangas. They were really nice
in that office and we even talked them into giving us 3 months instead of the normal 2, as we
told them we were going to Palawan.

3.4.4 Diving Out of Puerto Galera

Source - Dive Blog - 2013: From oceanrealimages.com. Stayed at Puerto Galera Resort.
Over the five dive days | had in Puerto Galera we did a wide variety of dives from muck dives in
not-so-Secret Bay, to sloping reefs in Sabang Bay, the wreck of the Alma Jane and visited the
stunning pinnacles of Verde Island. The dives at Verde Island were definitely worth the trip, I've
never in my life seen so many Anthias! There were currents, but we avoided anything too
strong and they were very gentle and beautiful dives. The reefs and muck of Puerto Galera
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were equally rich and we saw an abundance of interesting critters. Several flamboyant
cuttlefish, Bargibant's pygmy seahorses (as well as their full-sized cousins), rare nudibranchs
and even hairy frogfish made appearances. Although I'm not usually a great far of wrecks, the
Alma Jane was nice for wide-angle photography too.

3.4.4.1 Dive Operations in Puerto Galera Muelle Area

Soggy Paws 1 April 2018 7 Bad Ladz: We walked in and checked out Bad Ladz, right on the

waterfront in PG. They quoted us P1150 per dive if we did over 6 dives with them, with our own
gear. In addition to the normal dive spots, they can arrange trips to Verde Island, with a P5000

surcharge that is split with all the divers on the trip.

We ended up diving with them for several -fileeks on
operation, butthe boats and the dive spots are pretty much
their guides were good. The convenience of being right there near the mooring field was

fantastic.

3.4.4.2 Anilao
See Diving Anilao section for details on diving.

Soggy Paws 1 April 2018 i Getting to Anilao from PG: The resort we were going to would

arrange a van from Batangas Pier to the resort for $80 USD for the van (up to 6 pax and gear)

one way. With that as our baseline, we asked around about a direct banka from PG to the

resort at Anilao, but kept coming up with prices like P6,000 for the banka. Apparently they have

to take a big banka across the strait, sothedime-a-d ozen | i ttl e bankabadwoul dn¢
resigned ourselves to the shuttle van (arranged by Crystal Blue for incoming divers), but found

one of our group staying at a posh resort in Sabang had already chartered a banka from

Sabang (cost unknownd arranged by Bluewater Photo and Travel). So we were able to hitch a

ride with them for the price of a bottle of wine.

Coming back, we shared a shuttle van with another couple of divers, and it dropped us right at
Batangas Pier.

Mokisha i March 20187 Getting to Anilao from PG: 1 1/2 hrs from PG to Batangas on the
ferry @ P250 pp. 7:30 am is the 1st ferry of the day. Last is 4:15.

There are NO taxis, car rental or motorcycler ent al s anywhere in Batangas,
to take a trike. Anyway, we lucked out & hired a jeepney to take us to our resort in Anilao for

$1,500. Note that the best dive resorts are a little ways down from Anilao town and pier, so

make sure your driver factors that in.

Anyway, if the resort picks you up for $1,500-2,000 it's worth it. It's about 1 1/2 hrs from the
ferry terminal by jeepney & trike, you will die by the time you get there. Plus in a trike, you can't
see anything. It's twisty roads & Tom even gave our jeepney guy $2,000 by the time we got
there.

3.4.4.3 Sabang & Verde Island

Soggy Paws 1 April 20187 Verde Island: We dove Verde 3-4 times with Badladz right out of
the Muelle area. Basically, Badladz wants you to dive with them at least one dive (so they know
you are competent for the advanced conditions at Verde Island), and then when they have a
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group going to Verde, you all split the P5000 extratripc o s t . Badl adzé otno i p was
picnic (and barely any water) provided, but we dove the same reef, and their guides are pretty
good.

Soggy Paws 1 April 20187 Sabang: We di dné6ét stay in Sabang or dive
stopped at the Bikini Bar (just off the beach) for surface intervals frequently. We also took a

jeepney over one day and poked around. It is chock-a-block resorts (fancy and not),

restaurants and bars, and divers. Not really our style and we were happy diving with Badladz,

as it was so much more convenient.

Mokisha i March 2018: Verde Island is in the strait between PG and Batangas

It's a 15 min ferry ride to Sabang (or you can take a jeepney from downtown PG). We stayed at
Sabang Inn Beach Resort 1,500 a night. Right on the beach. Pretty nice place & good food at
the restaurant. We actually planned to dive with them but weren't all that impressed with the
dive shop. They didn't really want to answer our questions. Found Dive Dojo while walking
around & everything just clicked. Also Dojo is just a dive shop & not a resort.

We dove with Diving Dojo. Paul is Aussie & owns the shop. Ron is Dutch & is manager. He's
also a famous deep water diver. The staff is awesome-every one of them. Verde was 100+ vis.
There's so much to see that my head was whipping around trying to take in everything. Really
amazing.

We went out for 2 dives & barbecue, and it was P4,000 ea with all equipment. The barbecue
lunch was incredible- the best we've ever had. Both Paul & Ron came out diving for that trip so
it was fun getting to know them. Bhond is the dive master & really good.

Sloepmouche i July 2017: We were happy to spend over 2 weeks in the area, doing some
scubadivingwi t h Ca p t(Saangeamdyt@usng the local attractions.

3.4.5 North Coast of Mindoro
3.4.5.1 Calapan

3.4.6 Heading W from PG

Soggy Paws 1 June 2018: Mokisha did this trip in March with northeasterlies, and had a nice
sail along the coast, and did not stop along the N coast. In June, with SW winds, we thought
this would be a nice sail in calm seas and light winds. Boy were we wrong! The forecast was
for 15 Kts SW, and in the valleys between the mountains we saw winds to 40 kts. Yes, it was
offshore, but strong enough to build up a pretty good chop. We motorsailed and stayed as
close in as we dared, hoping that our chosen anchorage would be good in these strong winds.

We finally stopped a little short of Sloepmouched
a large flat sandy area to anchor in. We dropped motored around with our fishfinder on and

found no coral, and a wide gently sloping area. We finally dropped our anchor at 13-30.373N /

120-28.484E in 20-25 ft sand (turned out to be grey volcanic sandd might make a good macro

dive spot!), and spent the whole next day waiting for the weather to calm down further, before

we left to go around the west tip of Mindoro. It was a beautiful anchorage after the hectic pace

of Puerto Galera.

107



Don6ét go in too far, as the guys | ivi(hgrewene t he be
2 small floats, they use them to anchor one end of their net, and put the other end offshore).

There was quite a bit of small banka traffic back and forth between the fishing (and

logging/gravel) villages in this area. All smiled and waved. One guy stopped by as we were up

on deck at sunset, and gave us 4 coconuts, and asked (almost no English) for some wine.

Dave told him to come back tomorrow and web6d give

Sloepmouche i July 2017 i East of Del Monte Point: 13 31.327 N /120 26.659 E We
anchored in light winds here in 5m hard shoal with coral boulders about 2m. This area is just
30nm from Puerto Galera and was thus a nice overnight stop.

3.4.7 West Coast of Mindoro

3.4.7.1 Paluan Bay (NW Tip)

Mokisha i March 2018: We left Puerto Galera to head for Palawan, with a first stop on the NW
coast of Mindoro. Had 20-30 kts behind us. As we rounded the headland the seas & wind
dropped but we still sailed but ended up motoring the last 5 mi or so.

We dropped the hook in 15 ft - in front of a sand/gravel quarry which is easy to spot. All sand
below us. Open to the west only & very comfortable. Thankfully no issues & we were on high
alert! Lots of bancas on the horizon at night - looked like a city. Globe is for 4G.

Anchorage: 13-19.94N, 120-28.73E.

Headed to Pandan Island today where there's a resort. They think they'll have a mooring for us
(free). They go to Apo Reef. The island is a marina sanctuary & snorkeling is supposed to be
incredible.

Pelangi - 2013 - Armed Boarding Here We thought we should tell people about an awful
experience we had recently in Mindoro, Philippines.

Take note of the anchorage and way point and if you are cruising in this area or on your way to
Puerto Galera don't go there!

The anchorage is just around the North Western tip of Mindoro in Paluan Bay. Way point 13-
21.560N / 120-28.013 E, opposite Gamtas Point.

We had spent 2 lovely days there on our way up to PG in Dec so thought it was a safe place to
rest.

On 21st Feb at about 9.30 pm a local banka (boat) came along side in the pitch black with a
person saying they had run out of fuel and could we help. As we came into the cockpit from
below we noted 6 people in the banka. As we offered them our petrol jug 4 of them came on
board. 1 had a gun and we were forced to kneel down while they tied our hands behind our
backs.

Gareth was forced to stay in the cockpit while | was told to go below and show them where our
money was. 3 came below with me and | showed them where we keep our money. They then
went through the boat and helped themselves to most of our electronic equipment, VHF radio,
mobile phones, camera etc. and all the money we had. Fortunately, we persuaded them to let
us keep the laptops as they have all our charts and without them we would be completely stuck.
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They then left us tied up and told us to stay on the floor till they'd gone. These guys were
amateurs and we're not sure if the gun was real, but it was a traumatic ordeal and not one that
we'd want anyone else to go through.

After they'd gone, we slipped anchor and got out of there.

This is our 2nd visit to the Philippines and we must emphasize that we have had some
wonderful and humbling experiences cruising many islands and visiting local villages across alll
regions. The local people have always been welcoming, friendly and helpful. Until that night we
have never felt unsafe here. We think this was a group of uneducated opportunists and we were
just in the wrong place at the wrong time.

In reporting this incident we hope not to scare people, or put them off coming here just be wary
of people around your boat at night and stay out of that bay.

Note: As of 2018, PGYC reports that this was an isolated incident. No other similar incidents
have been reported on this coast since this one.

3.4.7.2 Igsoso Bay (West Side)\
MV Matariki T Undated: Anchor spot here noted at 13 15.24 N/ 120 30.99 E

3.4.7.3 Pandan Islands & Sablayan
Pandan Island Resort website:

https://www.pandan.com/travelinfo/getting-there/#yacht
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-- Marine Park Boundary

Mooring 1: 12°51.331 N 120° 45.266 E depth: around 20 metres
Mooring 2: 12° 51.406 N 120° 45.304 E depth: around 4 metres

fPandan Island offers fairly good anchorage for all sizes of vessels SE to S of the beach, in fair
and medium weather conditions. For vessels with less than 2 metre draft there is a plateau, a
sandy area 3-5 metres deep, between and slightly SE of above mentioned moorings. vessels
with more draft need to anchor further offshore in about 22-30 metres of water (good holding in
sand/mud). N.B. Avoid dropping your anchor between the two areas as the steep slope may
cause your anchor to drag in NE winds.o

iNearest Typhoon shelter:
San Jose harbour, GPS Position: 12A 206 N 121.0A
40NM di stance from Pandan | sl and?o

Mokisha i March 2018: Currently, we are anchored at Pandan @ 12-51.422N, 120-45.346E,
until a mooring is available. It's all sand & we dropped in about 12-15 ft in all sand & sea grass.
If there is a mooring available, you can use their mooring.

Pandan responds on VHF 10. The dive shop is who really coordinates if there is a mooring open
of not. The place is owned by 3 or 4 partners, all expats from various countries. They are
planning to put in another mooring or two for yachts....but it isn't happening as fast as thought it
would.
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This is a great place - very friendly & the dive shop is great. Diving around Pandan is good but
after Verde & Apo it pales in comparison. You can tell it's a marine reserve though as there's
lots of pelagics, turtles, ect. Nice corals too. No fresh water shower at the dive shop but there is
on the banca.

Pandan Resort welcomes cruisers. They have a restaurant with basic meals, and a bar. No
fresh water readily available, trash might be an imposition. You can hitch a ride on one of their
bankas for P500 pp round trip to Sablayan.

There's a breakfast & lunch menu at the resort which we can order off of. Dinner is buffet & is
P460 pp. We ate one night & it was pretty good. Lunch we've had a few times & it isn't bad
either. Massage is P650 for 1 1/2 hrs. (haven't tried it). Bungalows are cute & everything is well
maintained. The staff very friendly.

Apo Reef dayboat takes 2 hours but is very comfortable with mattresses, CR, and fresh water
showers(they have a watermaker onboard, bring towel). Excursion price depends on nhumber of
people going; 2 people P14660 pp, 4 people P12490pp, for 3 dives and a stop at Apo |. P2940
for park fees pp is included and paid thru Pandan Resort. The max number of people is 8.

Per dive around Pandan island P1650 with their equipment. P1300 if you bring your own gear.

For the day trip we scheduled at a time when we could use their mooring. Mooring very
adequate.

Diving Apo Reef with the Resort: From here, using the dive shop banka, it's about a 2 hr ride
to Apo Reef. We did 3 dives. All 3 had pretty good currents so it would be pretty hard to do just
yourselves without someone picking you up.

We also talked to the rangers at the island. The fees for the park are: 780 for the boat, 780 for
shorkeling & 2,940 for diving. Since we dove with the resort, the 2,970 is including in the diving.
If there are just 2 of you, the cost for diving Apo Reef is 11,900 a pp. They take up to 6, and
adding extra people significantly reduces the price. Prices are on their website.

The rangers were very nice & said it was no problem bringing our boat out. We could take any
free mooring. The fees are good for 48 hrs.

PGYC 1 2015: Pandan Island is on the West coast of Mindoro, a good day sail or, more likely,
an overnighter from Puerto Galera.

Pandan Island is a small, private, eco-tourism resort with 17 bungalows/rooms and a PADI dive
center; the rest of the island is uninhabited. Apart from a designated mooring/anchorage area
the whole reef around the island is a protected marine park. http://www.pandan.com/

Pandan Island is the only resort on the West coast of Mindoro and is the gateway to Apo Reef.
For cruising yachts from Puerto Galera en route to Coron, Busuanga it is the perfect midpoint,
being 90NM from both the Puerto Galera Yacht Club and Coron town.

3.4.8 Southern End of Mindoro

Arnak i 2012 - Bulalacao Town: Internet 3G good. 12°19.131N/121°20.663E In 9m mud off
town jetty. Moved to a position off the lovely white sand beach to the east. Shoals gradually and
good protection in NE. The town is small with a small market and vehicle access to the rest of
Mindoro.
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Arnak i Jan 20137 Tambaron Island: Internet 3G weak 12°16.061N 121°22.510E in 12m
sand sitting in 20m.

A lovely anchorage off a small resort and protected in NE.
Arnak i Jan 20137 San Jose: Internet 3G good. 12°20.157N 121°04.250E in 7m sand.

Anchored off black sand beach just south of the main town. An easy walk to town or trike for
php 10. Excellent markets and shops. A good size town.

A northerly swell can work down the coast in fresh NE conditions. There are some lovely
anchorages on the south coast on the way from Bulalacao to San Jose. Also a good anchorage
behind Aslom island in the W side of Bulalacao bay and around Alibug on the south coast. |
explored these areas but did not stop.

We jumped off from here to Coron across the Mindoro Straits.

4 Centr al Philippines

4.1 Arrival Via the Surigao Strait
One source of tide information for the Surigao Strait is:

UK Hydrographic Office Easy Tide Online

Or you can download a copy of WXTide32, which is a worldwide tide program.
http://Wxtide32.com

PGYC Document i Inbound Surigao Strait i Downloaded 2016: This is the same route
taken by Magellan when he first entered this vast archipelago, in 1521, and claimed it for the

King of Spain. The islands have ever since beenknown as o6t he Philippinesod, i

King. The Strait itself is deep and free from dangers, with the shorelines steep too.
The only challenge is the tidal flow T up to 8 knots in places, when in full flood.

HAZARDS - Fishing boats are the main challenge when arriving off the Surigao Strait, as they
are throughout the coastal waters of the archipelago. In the daylight you can see them and they
can see you i no problem.

Arriving after dark, many of them are carrying no lights (except for the squid boats, which are so
well lit as to appear to be a town on the horizon when first approached) and so they are
obstacles that must be avoided. Also, day or night, even small fishing boats may be running a
trawl line or net, so you should be observant of signalsgi ven by the boat ds
across the stern of a fishing boat i they will let you know if you are about to destroy the source
of family income. Rule of thumb, if you must sail after dark stay five miles offshore and keep a
lookout.

Navigation lights marked on charts are occasionally out-of-service, especially the secondary or
least important ones.

An innocuous piece of bamboo sticking vertically out of the water, sometimes miles offshore, is
probably a Fish Aggr egat itothe sdaleed by stong (ishikgAri2o ) ,
Recently however, more elaborate FADs have been deployed by local fishermen in some areas,
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in the form of oil drums anchored to the seabed by chains. There are no reports of lines being
strung between FADs, so it is considered safe to pass close to and between them.

Unattended fishing nets are typically not used away from very shallow water so you should not
find these to be a hazard throughout much of the Philippines. However, around South-east Asia
in general they are sometimes used up to two miles offshore. The general rule is: if the net
floatation devices stand vertically at the surface then it is usually safe to pass between them;
but, if the net flotation devices lie flat on the surface then it is almost always unsafe to pass
between them. Best advice: stay clear. Last year while racing, our yacht was caught by an
unmarked / unattended net one at night, about a mile and a half offshore, that had floatation
devices standing vertically at the surface.

ARRIVALINTHE DARK: I n the area of the Surigao Strait,
to choose from at night. Both are located on the east of Dinagat Island, both are very sheltered
inlets and both are safe to enter at any time of day or night.

Malinao Inletnear 10A 156N 125A 3806E
Gaas I nl et near 10A 116N 125A 3906E

The choice of onward routing around Dinagat Island would depend upon the tides because you
would only want to take the southern rounding if you were expecting to be in the area between
Kabo Island and Bayagnan Island at slack water i if you arrive at that area when the tide is in
full flow there may be as much a 8 knots of tide with you or against you. Plus, the volumes of
fast moving water here generate whirlpools.

The Suluan Island navigation light is a useful guide when entering the Surigao Strait because it

is almost always working and can be seen from up to 28 miles out. There is an anchorage

marked thereonmost charts (near 10A 45.606N, 125A 56.30¢
anyone using it. tmaybeagood first stop during the NE monsoon
suggests that if there is any significant weather around then the anchorage may not offer a good
nightodos sl eep, despite good holding.

ARRIVAL IN DAYLIGHT: Inthe areaoftheSur i gao Strait, the suggested
one of the following:

Hi buson | s. near 10A 25.6006N, 125A 28.6006E (shel
Tabujon Bay/Lisub Cove near 10A 21.206N, 125A 33
Layauan Baynear10°16 . 806N, 125A 3206E (sheltered, mangrove

See also Sulwuan | sl and mentioned above, under O6ar

4.2 San Juanico Strait between Leyte and Samar

Dream Away i April 2016: The tides were at neaps, we caught the last of the ebb and the first
of the flood. There was a light breeze, so we motored our way through scenic countryside. A
pleasant easy trip with good depth the whole way.

The 2 sets of overhead power cables at Pangabaion Is (approx. 11 23.28 N 124 58.88 E) are

reported as 25m above the water, so no problem. We plotted our route using the Navionics

chart, and it was pretty spot on, adlatdivewegth it doe
much closer to the S of Santa Rita Is than either chart shows.
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CM93(2010) was not detailed enough or accurate enough 1 it even has 2 quite large phantom
islands between Guintiguian Point and Turi Island (approx. 11 24.3 N 124 59 E).

We saw none of the buoys or marks, not even the leading marks at Sanputan Point (approx. 11
25.35N 124 54.5E).

All the community edits on the Navionics charts are a work of fiction. Whoever added them
must be in his own parallel universe.

PGYC 1 Inbound through the Surigao Strait i Document downloaded 2016: The San
Juanico Strait ( ne aisbetwebritheisBriddaf Leyte?2abdiSarfad BhEs strait
holds the record for being the narrowest, navigable i maximum draft 4.8 metres (15.5 feet) --
strait in the world, but it is recommended that navigation should only be attempted in
DAYLIGHT.

ltispossi bl e to hire a | oc all000¢negotiale) @er passage, dnéthewe en Php
deeper your draft the more we would recommend this option. Alternatively, follow a larger

vessel (of which there are usually many) through the strait because they almost certainly have a

pilot on board.

NOTE: there is a bridge within the strait that is considered yacht-friendly -- 30.75 metres (101
feet) clearance at high water 1 as confirmed by the Tacloban Pilots Association (January 2004).

It is possible to check-in to the Philippines at Tacloban City (near the southern entrance to the
strait) without too much hassle. However, if you are planning to sail directly to Puerto Galera,
this is not absolutely necessary -- immigration formalities can be accomplished here in the town,
with the Club available to assist if requested.

Upon exiting the Strait, be careful not to take the west passage, past Biliran Island. There is a
bridge between Biliran and Leyte that does not appear on most charts. The bridge IS NOT
considered yacht-friendly, although the crew of a sailing yacht i a Choy Lee 36 (11 metres
LOA) -- has reported safe passage, but only after anchoring, going ashore and checking the
clearance with a line (actual clearance not recorded).

Upon exiting the Strait it is recommended that you leave Biliran Island to port.

Onward routing to PGYC could be west or east of Masbate Island. In a strong NE monsoon we
would recommend passing west of Masbate.

4.3 Samar East Coast

Solitai 2012: Samar Island, the most easterly of the Visayan Islands, stretches from the south
of Southern Luzon to the northern reaches of Mindanao, and is virtually connected to Leyte by
the San Juanico Strait channel on its southwestern coastline. It is one of the poorer and least
developed provinces in the Visayas, with a rugged and heavily forested interior. Like Leyte, it
was heavily involved in bitter fighting during WW2.

The island has very little tourist development but its mountainous scenery, caves, forest,
subterranean rivers and hiking opportunities are attracting increasing numbers of visitors. There
are also beaches with good surf and some diving possibilities on its east coast.
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4.3.1 Guiuan
Guiuan appears to be at the southern tip of Samar

From a 2007 Cruising World Article by Tere Batham on Sea Quest, recounting cruising the
Philippines in 2003: We used the busy market town of Guiuan as a base from which to explore
Suluan and Homonhon Islands in the Gulf of Leyte. We found former Yapese fishermen who
had drifted to Suluan. Suluan also has historic limestone caverns that were used as the last
Japanese hideout at the end of World War II. Homonhon is where Ferdinand Magellan first
stepped ashore in the Philippines in March 1521.

In Guiuan, we anchored near the Tanghai View Lodge.

Guiuan has a historic church with doors so ornately carved that Imelda Marcos had reportedly
offered 1 million pesos for them.

For our security at each new village, we asked to meet the local barangay captain, the elected
head of his community. On his say-so, we knew that our dinghy would be safe on the beach
and our boat would remain undisturbed at anchor.

4.4 Samar West Coast

Solitai 2012: Catarman, on the north coast, and Calbayog and Catbalogan, on the west
coast, are small towns with airports, banks, internet cafes and good shopping options, but
Tacloban on Leyte tends to function as Samards ca

441 Daram Island

Dream Away 1 April 2016 i Sua Bay: 11 33.9980 N 124 47.7565 E Anchored in 8m between
2 villages, near the cemetery. Greeted within 15 minutes of arrival, told we were welcome in the
village if we would like to visit - and told it was a good job we didn't go further into the bay - it's
shallow & there is a fish trap there. We visited the next morning, had an escort of children all
the way round the village, and were greeted in a very friendly manner by everyone. Managed to
il oado ouri the ladyhard toSthnilon the end of the pier to get a signal. Had a chat
with one of the officials who had come out to greet us the day before. The village was neat, with
concrete streets, and even though it was a Sunday, groups of men were busy mending some
holes. Both Navionics & CM93(2010) good enough to keep us out of trouble.

Arnak i 20107 Daram town: 11°38.06N 124°47.94E Main town with reasonable shopping
and market etc.

Arnak i 2010 1 Summbhit Bay: Pos 11°42.66N 124°43.63E anchor off small sand beach.
Lovely spot.

Arnak i 20107 Bungul Bay: 11°40.28N 124°43.86E Nice sheltered anchorage with village at
head of bay. Very pretty area.

Arnak i 2010 i Batubaruy Bay: 11°38.86N 124°44.79E very attractive bay with excellent
shelter and village with millions of children.

Arnak i 20107 Homangad Island: 11°35.36N 124°52.61E behind small island in 17m. Lovely
spot.
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When passing around the bottom of Daram Island beware of the power lines at Pos 11°32.34N
124°49.90E. This is where | passed under and my mast height is 20m. | had several meters
clearance at half tide.

Bakhaw: Approx Posn (found by googling): 11.6000° N, 124.7500 E, Halfway up the west
coast of Daram Island

From a 2007 Cruising World Article by Tere Batham on Sea Quest, recounting cruising the
Philippines in 2003: Only at Bakhaw did we have any troubles while cruising Samar. A town
official accompanied by an armed policeman climbed aboard to extort wharfage fee. When we
pointed out that we were anchored, he stated that he was a Customs official and would now
inspect our boat. As he wore no uniforn, nor offered us ID, we not only refused but immediately
began to crank in the anchor. "We suggest you get off the boat now, otherwise you will have to
accompany us to Guiuan, and there we can discuss your problem with the local police." He and
his officer quickly disembarked.

4.4.2 Guintarcan Island

Arnak i 2010: 11°35.36N 124°50.58E Lovely deserted bay. Be aware of power lines at the
bottom of Daram Island mentioned above. Also power lines between Guintarcan Island and
Samar at the south end of the island (low)

Ed note: Guintarcan Island appears to be the island west of this waypoint. Wpt may be out of
place.

4.4.3 Buad Island

Arnak i 2010 - Zumarrage: 11°37.74N 124°50.58E nice anchorage

Arnak i 20107 San Isidro: Pos 11°40.92N 124°49.42E Nice anchorage off the village on the
side of the bay.

4.4.4 Basiao Island

Arnak i 2010: 11°41.50N 124°54.28E reasonably sheltered from easterly winds and secluded
anchorage.

When proceeding north towards Samar and Catbalogan be aware of power lines between
Darajuay island and Samar and Darajuay Island and Little Darajuay island. | did not check the
height but they looked low so do not pass between Darajuay is and Samar but you can pass
safely between Little Darajuay and Waray Banwa reef.

445 Catbalogan Town

Arnak i 2010: 11°46.54N 124°52.45E This is the capitol of Samar with supermarket and
markets etc. Also Immigration can do extensions and clearance etc here. Very friendly town
(caution see above)
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4.4.6 Timpasan Island

Arnak 1 2010: 11°48.60N 124°41.44E Beautiful anchorage. Anchored in 5m mud and just
south of the typhoon anchorage at Port Aguirre which is surrounded by islands with 2 small
villages.

447 Libucan Island

Dream Away i April 2016: 11 54.473 N/ 124 38.118 E Saw no fireflies - arrived at dusk just
as a squall went through, the wind turned S, and we were pitching quite violently for the next 3
hours until the tide turned. Anchored in 8m mud but it looked rocky further inshore. Both
Navionics & CM93(2010) good enough to keep us out of trouble.

Arnak 1 2010: 11°54.43N 124°38.13E Beautiful anchorage with fire flies in trees at night.
Anchored in 8m.

4.4.8 Calbayog Town

Arnak T 2010: 12°03.46N 124°35.84E now the higgest town with Immigration and good
shopping etc.

4.49 Binalio Pt

Arnak T 2010: 12°08.18N 124°27.28E Good overnight anchorage in NE.

4.4.10 Caagiitan

Arnak T 2010: 12°22.38N 124°20.136E A good sheltered anchorage in NE with Boatbuilding
yards and good market and supplies on the main road. Had a possible typhoon warning so
headed south Batun.

4.4.11 Batun Area - Typhoon Anchorage

Arnak i 2010: 11°54.41N 124°46.90E in excellent shelter but be aware of power lines just to
the East of the anchorage. My calculations showed we could pass under at the northern end by
staying very close to the shore but you need to sound the coast line first and possibly mark the
route with bouys if you want to go right up into the inlet which would be a perfect typhoon
anchorage. Sounding showed minimum depth of 2.2m all the way up to the tire wall about 3nm
further upstream. Watch out for the mussel farms which you can pass between and are easy to
see.

4.5 Islands in Samar Sea (West of Samar)

45.1 Cabongaan Island (Magabook Pt)
Arnak i 2010:11°53.72N 124°24.82E Anchored in 6m sand

45.2 Medio Island

Dream Away i April 2016: 12 22.600 N /124 02.222 E Lots of rock amongst the sand. Need
good vis to find a suitable spot. Anchored in 6m. Neither Navionics nor CM93 (2010) were
detailed enough.
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When we left we exited between Maragati Is & Rasa Is. If you have our track you will know that

we werenodt paying enough attention to the chart,
getting shallow! Both Navionics & CM93(20 1 0) wer e correct here. We al
thought about the tide 7 luckily it was going our way, and we shot through the pass at 8 knots!

Arnak 1 2010:12°22.572N 124°02.219E A lovely spot with a few huts and boats.

45.3 Ticao Island

Dream Away i April 20161 San Jacinto: 12 34.60 N 123 43.74 E CM93 out, Navionics
better. Had no GE, so anchored when hit 5m.

Breezy night, constant (small) swell coming in, may have been able to tuck further in, or may
actually have been better staying off the town in the shelter of the pier. We had anchored there
in the daytime to visit ashore where we found very good fresh fruit and veg and most basics
available somewhere. On the S shore CM93 (2010) had us on land, Navionics seemed pretty
accurate here.

Just N of San Jacinto, just off Taclogan Bay (which has a resort which welcomes yachts) we
encountered overfalls and tide rip. The seabed drops dramatically at that point. Tide going our
way, and we zoomed. Our CM93(2010) has no detail for Ticao island, apart from San Jacinto.
Navionics was probably pretty accurate.

4.5.4 San Miguel Island
Arnak i 2010:12°42.799N 123°35.487E good anchorage in NE

455 Burias Island

Dream Away i April 20167 llog Bay 12 59.561 N /123 03.656 E Anchored towards head of
the bay where the river exits in 6.5m mud. A wide open bay with good shelter from N thro E to
S. N shore very shallow in front of the village. S shore has clusters of huts behind the trees.
Neither chart program had the detail we might like, but both were safe.

Arnak i 2010:12°46.931N 123°18.046E A lovely anchorage protected by reef with white sand
beach.

4.6 Islands in Leyte Gulf

46.1 Suluan Island

Fellow Traveler - 2011: | made landfall (from Yap) at Suluan island. Note: it is mislabeled on
Google Earth, which calls anotherisland ( Hi buson) #ASuluan, 6 and calls S
(which is the larger island just West).

Suluan is a beautiful, friendly island with an excellent anchorage during the NE monsoon. It also
is a logical stop if coming from Yap, or any other points to the NE of Yap. It might not be an
easy stop coming from Palau, depending on wind direction/strength. If conditions allow one to
hold course easily for Suluan, | would recommend approaching the Philippines from that
direction, as the Hinatuan passage, following the E. coast of Mindanao, is notriously tough due
to strong currents.
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Google Earth images for Suluan are at least as useful as the C-maps charts due to a lack of info
on C-maps. Entrance is fairly easy, although it could be rather choppy and rough until in the lee
of the island if the trades are blowing strong. | anchored at 10° 45.72 N / 125° 56.68 E in 30-35
feet, sand. There were large local craft to the N and E of my position. Further West was mostly
rock/coral.

There is no customs or immigration in Suluan, | did not check in with any authorities, and none
bothered me. | had heard that the locals are glad for yachts to stop, and realize that many have
not officially cleared into the country yet.

4.6.2 Homonhon Island

Thi s island was Ma g e inithaRhdippines,iMarchtl6,158In di ng s pot

Dream Away i April 2016 - NW of Kanaoayong Pt: 1044.1 N 125 41.5 E (PA) . Looks like it

could be a good bay to anchor in when the wind is
long-standing quarrying operation loading barges in the SW corner of the bay, which then

transfer the ore to a large ship tethered to a substantial mooring pile offshore.

Dream Away i April 2016 - Inapulangan & Montoconan Islet: 10 46.566 N 125 39.235 E
Anchored in 14m mud close to a line of buoys, some with green flags. They stretch all across
the bay, and may well be a net. Later... a small boat came & asked if we'd like to be escorted
through the minefield, further into the bay as it's quite breezy out here. It seems there is a gap in
the middle opposite the village. Some slight swell all the time. Navionics probably slightly
better than CM93(2010)

4.6.3 Hibuson Island

4.6.4 Dinagat Island

PGYCi From fAl nbound Siu20i6glathe agt of the Sunigao Strait, there are
twosuggest ed O6first stopsd to choose from at night.
Island, both are very sheltered inlets and both are safe to enter at any time of day or night.
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Mal inao I nlet near 10A 156N 125A 386E
Gaasl nl et near 10A 116N 125A 3906E

Kokomo - 2014: (making landfall, coming from Palau). The Puerto Galera Yacht club
Information sheet we have suggested several anchorages on the west coast of Dinagat Island.

N 102560 E 1252860 Hibusanlsl, (not verified)
N 102120 E 125 33'00 Tabujon Bay/ Lisub Cove (not verified)
N 1016'80 E 12532'00 Lagauan Bay, too deep to anchor and many fish traps.

We decided to keep going and continued to Melgar Bay. There were several options to anchor.
4.6.5 Surigao Island

4.7 SE Leyte (09-58N / 125-13E) (Panoan Island)
Soggy Paws 1 April 2018 7 Sonok - Whale Sharks!: We anchored near Sl oepmolu
waypoint late on Easter Sunday. A couple of villagers came out and asked if we wanted to see

whale sharks tomorrow! So, the deal ended up being, the village charges a modest

L' flaccess feed for swimming with the sharks. You
be Aspotterso. The whole deal ended up costing u
with a guide inthedinghyand 2 spotter s, including the access f

dinghy when we jumped in to snorkel with the shark (and also helped spot).

The dive shops at South Leyte charge about $50 pp for this, and their whale shark dives are

right in this bay with the same sharks. If you have time, try to wait for a day when there is no

dive boat coming! When we did it, there were two dive bankas with around 10-15 people each,

plus us. When they would sight a whale shark, 30 people would converge on the spot! Might

be possible to do it on your own, as we thought we might have seen a whale shark nearby when

we were drinking coffee, but expect the village to ask for theirper-p er son fAaccess feeo.
Everyone pays it. We saw 2 different whale sharks (at least). Whale shark season generally

ends around May.

- We did two dives at Napantau Sanctuary with South Leyte Divers (see SW Leyte section)

10 03.96 N/ 125 08.035 E. That 6s a great spot. Al so charg
P100 per person (therebés a guy in a I|little house
surround the sanctuary. They did look substantial enough for a dinghy, but not for the big boat.

Sloepmouche talks about a yacht mooring there. We did see one mooring with a dive banka on
it, very close into shore. Because the one mooring was occupied, our banka went just a little SE
around llijan Point and threw out a lunch hook in the sand. OK in light winds.

We had almost no current when we were diving there, but our dive guide said that sometimes
the current can be really running (too strong to swim against), so have caution if dinghy diving.

Sloepmouche i March 2016 (SSCA Bulletin): We anchored at Sonok Point (SW side of
Panaonlisland) at O09A53AY388%N60HKE2in 3006 over coral and ¢

We dinghied to the main settlement closer to the South Point and went on a moto (5 minute

ride) and then a 10 minute walk to a nice little waterfall and pool ( 09 A57 . 026 N, 125A15.
Globe Internet was fair. Some friends reported nice snorkeling at the point near the anchorage.

Sometimes whale sharks can be seen in the area.
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Then we sailed 8nm to anchor at llijan Point near San Francisco village, also on on Panaon

l sland. We anchored ADE10A025870Merl126AQ8. &with sm
recommended if you dondot have buoys to keep your
the coral. Nearby is Napantao Sanctuary around the point to the north. We went by dinghy and

scuba dived on the wall. Globe Internet was fast!

Our friends took the one yacht mooring in the Napantao Sanctuaryat 10A03. 9506 N,

125A08. 030E. Therebés a great wall dive just oppos
of the small bay. It can have strong currents, so time your dive; ask at the Research Station,

which youdoll find ashore. Location of the wal/ i S
ashore.

Dive profile: start your dive to 25-40m and work your way back and forth along the short wall at

di fferent depth levels until you make your safety
the rocks awash. The water was quite cold and visibility not the best, but the corals (hard and

soft), as well as the fish life were abundant and interesting. A+ dive. There is a 100P park fee

per diver. Best to do a drift dive if current is too strong. Globe Internet was poor.

4.8 Southwest Leyte

Solitai 2012: Southern Leyte is a wellknown diving destination i whale sharks are prevalent
around Liloan Bay and Sogod (best times are between February and June, and sometimes in
November), and Limawasa and Panoan Islands offer good diving and beaches.

We found the west coast of northern Leyte very attractive, with a mountainous background and
several deep bays that offer good anchorages. This coastline makes an easy passage between
Masbate and the Camotes Islands or Cebu

4.8.1 Limasawa Island

This is a tiny island just off the SW tip of Leyte Island

Soggy Paws 1 April 2018: Southern Leyte Divers took us to two dive spots on the east side of
Limasawa Island. Both were pretty good. There was a P100 pp access fee for diving here, paid
at the guard house (little block house on shore about 1/3 the way down).

Kokomo - May 2014: Our next stop was Limasawa Isl. @ N 09 55'503 and E 125 04'268
We dropped anchor in 25 ft of water in sandy buttom. Very nice fishing village at the beach.

Savannah - January 2014: We anchored at 09.55.962N / 125.04.071E in a sandy spot, fairly
shallow at low tide. | think we had 6 feet under us (a catamaran) when we woke up.

Did not go ashore, just anchored overnight and did some snorkeling. Lots of anemones and
different species of anemone fish.

According to Lonely Planet, you can occasionally see whale sharks, whales and dolphins
around hereandin SogodBay, but we we (Seerrédte Buwrgos for diving gptions
in the area).
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4.8.2 Padre Burgos

Soggy Paws 1 April 2018: 10°01.481N / 125°00.410 in a nice 35 ft sand spot. Beautiful
anchorage and good protection from NNW through ESE. Good Globe and so-so Smart.

' We had nice clear weather and NE winds 5-15 kts while here, and spent 4 days diving
with Southern Leyte Divers. http://leyte-divers.com The owner, Gunter, was responsive to both
email and text messages (g_mosch@yahoo.com +63 921-663-1592), to arrange diving and
dinner at the resort. The cuisine was Euro-Filipino, and they had a full bar. The diving on
Limisawa Island was very good, as was the trip across the bay to Napantau Sanctuary, and if

youdre a macro diver, up to the macro site inside
10% discount off the published rates (but there are small surcharges for the longer trips, and for
faccess feesdO on some sites). We averaged about

Dinghy Access: From the anchorage wpt, if it is high tide, you can probably go direct to the

resort, which is the long white wall on shore at approx 10-01.85N / 125-00.39 E. If it is low tide,

you have to weave your way in toward the dive bankas. There should be two white buoys, you

need to go N of the first (N) buoy and Shblenf the s
avoiding the bommies. After wedd done it a few t
to the 2-3 big dive bankas anchored close to the beach. Take care on approaching the dive

bankas because they have long floating lines fore and aft. Once in at the bankas, go in about

50 mtrs to the slightly deeper sand close to shore, and from there you might be able to work

your way toward the resort. I f itdéds really | ow t
the resort from there,asther e 6s a bi g sand bank that dries at ve

Gunter says they operate year round, though fromlate May t o ear |l y Nov, itbés cor
seasonodo, because SW winds ma yyowcanuiaschor gnithe daste ms . | n
side (see Mbddows hads spot

Mokisha i Late May 2017: 10 02.0546 N /125 01.3014 E. In 7m mostly sandy bottom.
Drops off somewhat quickly. 11' under keel when shoreside and 35' when swung offshore but
good holding. Slight problem landing dinghy due to minimal beach area and a barrier reef.
Town wharf a possibility but can be busy and the concrete is rough on an inflatable. Wharf has
stairs so we anchored off in low tide & waded to the stairs (note, the local dive shops do night
dives Mon, Wed, Fri from 6-9pm). When tide was right, we took dinghy to beach landing N past
Peters dive shop 1.6km. Winds mostly from NE 6kts.

Diving very good at Limasawa |, Napanto and E-W sides of Padre Burgos |I. Nightdive at the
wharf is fantastic. A quiet village with no nightlife. Peter's Dive Shop reported to be the best
restaurant & it was good. Diesel in town. 4G- 5 bars, Globe. Stayed 3 nights. SV MOKISHA

Sloepmouche i March 2016 (SSCA Bulletin): We anchored on the west si de
125A00. 8386E i n 2 Oafedaoralein frost af a docoaut plantatisnoGlobe Internet
was OK.

Savannah - 2014: We anchored at 10-01.471N / 125.00.350E

No real great place to anchor. We anchored in sand and coral at the front of the channel leaving
plenty of room for the dive boats to get by.

Ther ebs a nbeginkirgrofthe thanndl and you can see the large dive boats
anchored close to shore.
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We went ashore to Southern Leyte Dive Resort. We anchored our dinghy in front of the dive
boats and walked in through the beach (while we were ashore, our anchor came loose and a
| ocal saved t he dipeoglewas our@xperiansed.. honest

Mica, at the resort showed us the road to town. If you go up to the main road, you can catch
jeepneys, motorbikes or buses to any of the other towns. We opted to just walk around a
bit. There were very small stores, a couple of eateries, and that was about it.

Internet: There was an internet café directly across the road from the turnoff for the dive

resort. It did not however, have wifi. We found a signal from the boat called DUDZ, but needed a
codeeWe coul dndt find A DUD Bave better lucko Ve dverasprbhas freeo u 6 1 |
wifi, but we could not get a signal from the boat.

Food: We ate at the rest aur asThefadd wdsbkxeelledti butésher esor t , A
beers were pricey (for the PI). San Miguel was 70 pesos, and Andy had a German beer for 190
pesos.

Diving: People were nice, not much to do. There are reportedly a few more dive resorts, but

we didndt v e nwasjusea qoiak stopaver far isi There is supposed to be good

diving here, h o we v find anywoé it ow eur osvm. Bhie divee beboer ttbos websi t e
guoted 1300 pesos/ di v ethdmedar ustolspmeak ¢ whea wew@rnt ashorey o n e

4.8.3 Ichon

Hawkeye - March 2014: Our next stop was Ichon on the sw side of Leyte island N10 06.293 E
124 53.782. There was lots of small fishing boat traffic all night.

4.8.4 Maasin

Kokomo - June 2014: (continued from Passage Notes from Palau). Our next stop was Maasin
N 10 07'782 and E 124 50'644 where we wanted to check in with Immigration. (we had been
told by another cruiser there was an Immigration office there).

Maasin has a commercial harbor with two concrete piers sticking out. We anchored on the east
side of the east pier in 20 ft of coral/sand. Do not anchor on the west side between the west
pier and the small beach. It will dry out at low tide.

We called port control but did not get an answer. Instead the Filipino Coast Guard called us and
asked for our intentions. They asked for permission to come on board. 30 minutes later a small
fishing canoe came with 3 coast guard officials. Very friendly visit, no problem at all. They
informed us that Maasin does not have an Immigration Office.

Later when we went ashore we checked around and every one gave us the same Information,
no Immigration in Maasin.

There is not a good landing area for dinghies. On the left of the west pier is a very small beach
with a couple of fishing boats. A family lives there and does not mind when you keep your
dinghy there.

In town we bought two "Smart" SIM-cards for P40/each. The other option is to go with "Global"
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At the Re-Load places, which are all over town you can buy minutes for your phone. For
example: P500 gives you 500 minutes of airtime plus 83min. of text messages and that is valid
for 120 days.

The small town is very busy, lots of people and loud. After many months of stillness this was a
shock for us and we fled back to the boat.

Next day we left for Bulacan on Leyte Island.

Hawkeye - March 2014: After our stop at Ichon, the next morning we motored over to Maasin
and anchored off the reef on the north side 10-07.678N / 124 50.437E. Here, we found we
could buy "loads" which is a cellular-based internet dongle like in Fiji. 995P ($25) for the "load"
and 30 days unlimited time can be bought for 1000P ($25).

ATM's, produce market behind large grocery store on left when looking at Maasin from the sea.
Friendly people. Would suggest spending night here rather than Ichon as there were more
people but not as many fishing boats going in and out at night but we were there on Saturday
night so don't know what it is like the rest of the week.

Savannah - Jan 2014: We anchored at 10-07.661N / 124-50.434E in front of the main town in
a rocky bottom.

You can catch a jeepney from Padre Burgos to the town of Maasin, but we needed some
groceries so we thought it would be easier to transport if we justtooktheboatup t her eéi t 6s o
about 12 miles north.

We anchored just north of the large pier, in front of town. There is a beach you can pull your
dinghy up on, a set of stairs by the pier, or a set of stairs in between the two. We opted for the
middle set of stairs and tied our painter through some rocks. The tricky part with any option is
finding somewhere to tie up to. The other downside is that all the stairs appear to be where the
men relieve themselves, so take some hand sanitizer.

We had quite an audience tying up, but no one bothered our dinghy over several hours (and it
d i d ook like ahyone peed in it either).

I f youbre facing t heisalargershoppingcenteytotherleft.bThiaisthe t her e
Metro.| t 6 s ke aSdperdMalmart. It had everything we needed from a grocery

perspective. A fair selection of wine and liquors can be had. We heard wine was expensive

here, but we saw several bottles in the $6-$8 range (not sure the quality yet - mostly French and
Spanish). Good selection of pork, beef T not so much, chicken looked good, small selection of

fish, all inexpensive. Produce was decent with a large variety, and cheap.

We bought 9 bottles of wine, 3rum, 1vodka,pl us about a weekds worth of
plus juice and soda for under $120 US.

Andy went back the next day and found outifyougotothe | ast bui Itdh en gl oymauldd |
stuffé.tons of meat and s eThepocesdooked vary dloseitotheeggi es a
main store, but the selection was much greater.

There are tons of small stores all over town.

Food: We ate at Kinamot, at the Villa Romana Hotel. You can see it fromthe water,i t 6 s on t he
opposite side of the pier (south), in a pink 3 story building. Very good food, nice atmosphere and
service, overlooked the water, and pretty inexpensive.
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There are cheaper options around town in the form of food stalls, fast food (at the Metro), and
small restaurants.

Internet: We always seem to forget about internet. When we got back to the boat, we saw
several good wifi signals, but they all require a code, so check on it if you need it in town. The
hotel had a free signal, but it was too weak to work on the boat.

Banks: There are multiple banks all over town as well as money changer (The Metro had 2
ATMS outside and a money changer inside). Various banks (all with armed guards).

Hardware: There is a hardware store across the street from the big BOSS store on the main
road perpendicular to the waterfront.

According to Lonely Planet, there are some good hikes here, but we are just passing through so
didnét check any out.

Overall, veryni ce people, clean enough, pr emetiymsizandscape
town.
4.8.5 Guadelupe

Kelaerin - Dec 2011: On our way from Cebu to Surigao we anchored off Leyte Island

(10A10. 16N, 124A45.006E) for the nwagrottonourchad.i n, t he
As we were preparing to anchor, a local fisherman came by and offered to direct us in around

the reef, but we decided to stay where we were as the weather was calm and it was only 30ft

deep.

4.8.6 Lavis Point/Bulacan

Kokomo - June 2014: We anchored at N 10 28'359 E / 124 43'434 in 20ft. of water in sand.
Do not anchor close to shore. It gets very shallow very fast.

Savannah - Jan 2014: 10-28.3587N / 124-43.4372E

We anchored in 15 feet of water in front of a mangrove-y beach and small village.

We didnét go as h cmiedtothewcsribus fislzesrmard Wedid dee some GIANT

jellyfish in these waters.

4.9 Eastern Leyte
Solitai 2012: Leyte is a large island to the east of Cebu. It was where much of the fiercest

fightinginWW2tookpl ace and its capital, Tacloban, was the
Areturno. I't i s separated fr 0itneSB@aluemicoStrastZaachd by a
Tacloban is situated near this channel on Leyteds

4.9.1 Tacloban (Port of Entry)

Dream Away i April 2016 i Arriving from Palau: Near Capines Point (approx. 11 03 N 125
14 E) we got our first taste of FAD poles, lots of them. We saw the tower on Mariquitdaquit Is,
but none of the other marks were there. However, as we neared Tacloban, we did see
buoyage, which our AIS kept beeping about, and gave us the following information:

Buoy AT Cardinal East - 11 13.8780 N 125 03.7220 E
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Buoy B Cardinal Easti off position according to AIS - 11 14.9602 N 125 03.7955 E
Buoy C i Cardinal North - 11 15.3180 N 125 03.0350 E

Buoy D - Cardinal North - 11 15.3180 N 125 02.1110 E

Buoy E 7 Cardinal North - 11 15.3160 N 125 01.2410 E

Buoy F i Topmark Danger - 11 15.6890 N 125 01.7650 E

CM093 (2010) had us crossing land going into Talcoban Port, so Navionics much better.

We arrived at 16:00, having been calling Port Control on VHF for the previous hour. We
mooched around the harbour area, still calling, and were eventually called by the Pilot service
and told that Port Control do not have a radio. They told us where to anchor in the bay, good
location in 8m mud. Glad we took the advice as there is a lot of traffic in and out and we were
clear of the main lanes. We explained we needed Quarantine, they said to contact our agent.
We told them yachts dondt need an agent, and unt.
SIM to be able to phone anyone, so they kindly phoned Quarantine for us, then had to come out
to the yacht to tell us what was happening, as for some reason we no longer heard them on
VHF. At 1800 the Quarantine officer called on VHF, first to tell us he was coming out, then to
ask if we could pick him up (yes, in about an hour, once we get the dinghy off the deck), then
again to say the Pilot boat was bringing him out. He arrived at 1900 & sat in the cockpit filling
out forms in quintuplicate, whilst the 4 men on the pilot boat kept their engine running, and
fended off the sides of Dream Away. Then he asked for payment. We asked how much, only to
be told Aitéds up to youo. G offered $20, as the
been waiting around for ages. Our QO told us small craft are usually charged $100. We agreed
on $30, so he had something to give the guys on the Pilot Boat. The next day we went ashore,
got money from an ATM, and hopped on to a tri-taxi to Immigration which is quite a long way (8
Php each). The man on the desk started the process, then his boss decided that it needed to
be done on the yacht. We agreed to meet where we had left the dinghy (filthy, mud & rock
beach by a smelly drain outfall, next to the Coastguard building) in an hour. We got another tri-
taxi to Customs, near the harbour, and were seen by the Acting Chief, who completed all the
paperwork. He was chatty, and there was no mention of money.

Back at the Coastguard station, the Immigration lady had decided not to come out to the yacht,
and she and her scribe took over an office in the Coastguard station to process us. She sat
there refreshing her makeup & perfume & combing her hair, whilst the minion did the work. Her
contribution was to stamp our passports, and we nearly got exit stamps by mistake. No-one
mentioned payment.

Bureau of Immigration: Kanhuraw Hill, Magsaysay Blvd, Tacloban City. Tel: (053) 325-6004

Customs: Paulino K Cabello Jr, Acting Chief, Port Ovemation Div, Bureau of Customs, Trece
Martirez St, Tacloban. Tel: 09175077951

Quarantine: Dept of Health, Bureau of Quarantine.

A very good mall lies adjacent to the port side far corner of the inner harbour. Tie up to the wall

amongst the ferries, we asked a young lady operating one of the small food stalls to keep an

eye on the dinghy, and i éenbd Evergonefwasariesdly,¢hpre wetemo r e st o c
issues, it was a good place to check in.
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Solitai 2012: 2Z3 M Anchor off restaurant on pier, NW corner. Poor protection from winds.
Good city with all services i Immigration, shopping, banks, good markets.

This is a busy cosmopolitan city providing commercial services for both Leyte and Samar. Most
government agencies are represented here, including Immigration and Customs. Shopping at
the markets and local stores is very good. There is a fair anchorage i not well protected i off
the wharf, but watch for fish traps within the harbour.

PGYCi Document Al nbound t hr oug¢bowhlbaded 3016: illtggao Strait o

possible to check-in to the Philippines at Tacloban City (near the southern entrance to the strait)
without too much hassle. However, if you are planning to sail directly to Puerto Galera, this is
not absolutely necessary -- immigration formalities can be accomplished here in the town, with
the Club available to assist if requested.

Sea Quest - November 2003 (from Cruising World article): Busy Tacloban, a medium sized
city on Leyte's east coast, was our port of entry. Nearby is the famous Red Beach, General
Douglas MacArthur's landing place in 1944, where a fabulous larger than life sculpture
memorializes the event.

From Tacloban, a hired canoe took us across the shallow Leyte Gulf to Samar, an island of
steep mountain ranges, water spilling from an impenatrable interior, and the scene of long-
forgotten bloody skirmishes during America's experiment with colonialism in the late 1800's.

4.10 Northwest Leyte

4.10.1 Liog Pt SE
Arnak i 2010: 11°17.38N 124°22.70E Excellent sheltered anchorage in secluded bay.

4.10.2 Villaba Town

Arnak T 2010: 11°12.70N 124°23.27E stopped for lunch at an excellent restaurant on the
waterfront then moved to Liog Pt SE.

4.10.3 Palompon

Arnak T 2012: 11°02.71N 124°22.85E anchor off small town behind island. Excellent protection
and nice town. C Map accurate here. Good market and eateries.

4.10.4 Matlang
Savannah - Jan 2014: 10-53.1758N / 124-27.3369E

We anchored in front of a small village by the nickel plant, just for the night. This village looks

like it was hit by the super typhoon. We had several kids yelling at us from the beach

A Ame r i Amenroi! cVdendecidéd this would be a good place to drop of some of the books,
clothes and toys Jake had decided to give away. We went to shore and were met with some

very appreciative folks. A few hours later some other kids were yelling to us. We gave a bag of
candy to a fishermantotaketothek i ds é. t he HAAMenti ctamrodne&d i nt o
Anything you have herewould be appreciated.
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I f youdre wil |10 migs ot so, Lanely Plaheepromises a alinary treat at the

townofOrmoc.l t 6s set Dback in the bawWwWlhwratksscatierpdosed t o

around, with no real tourism for divers. The wrecks were marked on our charts, so it appears to
be pretty easy to find if you have your own equipment. The waterfront is supposed to be a
pleasant place to grab a beer and meal to enjoy the sunset.

4.11 Bohol Island

Solitai 2012: This island of 4,117 square kms lies to the east of Cebu. It has the third largest
population of the Visayan Islands with 1,102,000 people living in rural areas, 48 towns and one
city.

The capital, Tagbilaran, is situated on the southZvestern coast and is protected from the south
by a smaller island, Panglao. This island is connected to Bohol by two long bridges and has
many tourist attractions, resorts, hotels and restaurants.

Bohol 6s fAclaim to f ame oedolectidnbfeverCB00 sinilar dookieg hils | | s

which turn a deep brown in the dry season. These are situated in the centre of the island, and
can be easily reached by jeepney or motorcycle.

The other icon of the island is the tarsier, a tiny but cute endangered primate only found in this

part of the Philippines. These can be seen
responsibly, you can view them at the Tarsier Visitors Centre at Corella, about 10 kms NE of
Tagbilaran. An excellentwaytos ee Bohol 6s fAinterioro is to

Tagbilaran it is a 3 to 4 hour trip, costing 80 i 100 pesos, depending on the bus and the route.

4111 Bohol 6s North Coast

Solitai 2012: The north coast of Bohol is a maze of reefs, sand cays and islands but with
careful navigation you can explore the area easily. We used the Middle Passage to enter
through the outer reef and had depths of at least 5M through the passage. Once through, there
are deeper channels between the islands. This area offers many varied anchorages to shelter
from any wind.

There are several large towns along the north coast i Talibon, Ubay, Buenavista and Tubigon i
with large public markets and stores, and they are all connected to Tagbilaran by road. Talibon
is a clean and friendly town with a busy market, well&tocked supermarket and specialty stores,
including a laundry. We found a small dive resort, Bien Unido, just east 20 of Talibon and
opposite Jau Island, which has limited accommodation, a pool and serves drinks and good
meals. They hope to put in a boardwalk with moorings for visiting yachts in the future. There are
many fishermen and fishtraps along the north coast.

Soggy Paws 1 April 2018: With light winds and settled conditions, we anchored just south of
the reef, just east of Northeast passage, at 10-16.347N 124-31.202E in about 32 ft. The
fishfinder indicated it was a flat bottom (though there were some corally spots nearby). We
didnét have very good |light, so didnét try
structures (fishing houses) were on the reef. Lots of fishing bankas going back and forth.

PGYC 1 From PDF Downloaded 2016: Note: It is not recommended to sail at night around
northern Bohol because there are many reefs; in daylight the reefs are easy to navigate.
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Arnak i Jan 2013 - Pandanon Island: 10°10.59N 124°05.07 Sand patch in 3.8m. Nice small
island but heavily populated like all the islands in the area. The eastern end of the island was
cleared for visiting day tourists. Very friendly locals.

Arnak 1 Jan 2013 - Handayan Island: 10.09.46N 124°09.92E In 10m mud and moved further
NW to get away from loud videoke. Nice island and very protected. Early January and raining
almost every day reducing visability and restricting exploring.

Shangaied T 2013 7 Handayan Island: 10 08.925 N/ 124 10.55 E 13 m mud good holding
protected from SW

Arnak 1 Jan 2013 - Talibon town: 10°09.59N 124°19.87E in 2.2m mud off pier. Supplies and
market ashore and local eateries etc. A ferry stop so quite busy.

Arnak i Jan 2013 - Jao Island: 10°09.83N 124°21.17E in 4.5m mud. Anchor anywhere along
the beach. Lovely spot and sheltered.

Arnak i Jan 2013 - Bilangbilangan Island: 10°14.24N 124°27.71E just off the fringing reef
with good shelter in NE winds and close to the NE entrance from reef complex heading north.

Shanghaied i 2013 - Pitogo off Lapinin Is: 10 07.977 N / 124 32.8384 E 3m sand good
protection all around.

4112 Bohol 6s West Coast

Solitai 2012: Ther e are sever al other |l arge islands

which host developing dive areas. Balicasag Island, about 5kms SW of Panglao, is a small
round island with excellent reef for diving, and has been declared a marine sanctuary. Because
the island is quite steepZo, cruising yachts are encouraged to use the provided orange buoys to
moor to, which cost 300 pesos per night. Cabilao Island, on the SW coast near Loon, is another
popular resort island.

Kelaerin - November 2011 - Panglao: On the way from Bonbonon to Cebu we stopped for

of f

one night at Panglao, Bohol (Mariboj oc t own) ( 09 A4 8d RoteNrhis wiayp8mM 55 . 4 6 E)

doesn't plot right) Pilot says: 09 44.1000 N 123 50.2000 E
Unknown Author - Andy Smith Boatworks, Panglao

info@andy-smith-boatworks.com - bad references. see websites

Andy Smith Boatworks
Tipolo, Bolod, Panglao Island
Bohol 6340, Philippines

4.11.3 B o h o Ea8tsand South Coast

Sloepmouche i March 2016 (SSCA Bulletin): We anchored in the SE corner of Bohol in
GuindulmanBay. We anchor ed 12t4 ARDALE.649 M, 2006o0over
slope. Watch out to not go in the shallow reef areas west of the small float with flag. You will
pass over it with your dinghy if you go to the main wall and buildings at the head of the bay. You
can tie your dinghy next to the stairs of the concrete dock that leads into the public market and

the city center. Therebs a nice fresh market.
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We did an OK scuba dive on one of the walls on the east side of the bay (there are more dive
sites around the corner).

Our next passage along the south coast of Bohol started by motor-sailing in the early morning

light winds and turned out to be a nice sail downwind in 10-15 easterlies. Our friends on s/v

Shangaied found a small fishing harborinLoayon a ri ver at O09A35. 926N, 12.
over mud in a small harbor. You might need a stern anchor to keep away from the main channel

as the river current does not let the boat face the wind. Calm water in this good sheltered

harbor. Globe Internet was good.

Splinters Apprentice - July 2000 - Cogton Bay: Lat O09A50698 Ilagebay 124A33635
open to the east but with some protection from reefs. Need good light to get in as reef both

sides is not easily seen and is a long way out. A course of 290T on the south end of the island

in the bay leads clear of both reefs with least depth of 25ms.

Anchor to the sw of the island clear of the fish traps in 5-10ms, mud. Holding excellent.

4.11.4 Tagbilaran (Provisioning)

Sloepmouche i March 2016 (SSCA Bulletin): Tagbilaran Harbor, is the main city on Bohol
|l sland. We anchored at 09A38. 746N, 123A50.8506E in
open to the west and SW (farther than the ferry docks). Globe Internet was good.

In order to have a shorter dinghy access at the Tagbilaran marina, we moved and anchored at

09A39. 066N, 123A50.7906E in 86 over sand, just nor
by a stern line to avoid swinging west in the ferry channel and to swing east in the shallower
areas. Therei s dinghy access for a daily fee at the mar

Internet was good.

We stayed here five days to visit our friend and take advantage of the town to replenish our
water and diesel tanks, as well as do grocery shopping. Bohol is a very touristy island and there
are many land and sea activities to do here.

The provisioning is good at two supermarkets, and there is a great healthy food restaurant
called Buzz Café that makes tacos with cassava shells, and they make delicious coconut cream
ice cream with fresh fruits, and cassava cones! Many restaurants abound from every category
of food and prices. We made a daytrip to Cebu on one of the numerous fast ferries to get our
engine freshwater pump repaired (no such luck!) and some other things.

Solitai 2012: Tagbilaran Zthe capital city of Bohol Zis situated on its SW corner and is

protected from the south by Panglao Island. Most government agencies, an airport, several

shopping malls and most other supplies and services needed by cruisers can be found here.

The harbour has several deep holes amongst the shallows to anchor in at least 32 M over

sand, and there is a fAmar i hépenstreated By deryilightt o t he i nn
floating dock material, offering power and water, for 600 pesos per day. They will let you leave

your dinghy here for 100 pesos per day.

Valhalla - July 20007 Land Trip: The Sandugo Festival commemorates a blood compact
between Spanish Conquistador Legaspi and a local native chieftain Sikatuna. This bond of
friendship was the first to be sealed in the Philippines. Unlike the usual religious festivals the
emphasis is on this significant event, though the pagentry that evolves during the festival almost
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always has some religious aspect and almost always includes a bit of black magic or witchcraft
in the portrayals ... certainly a carryover from the legends of the area. The monument shown
here depicts the blood compact ceremony. It is in Bool, near Tagbilaran, the major city in Bohol
province.

On Friday, we took our mountain bikes to Bohol via ferry from Dumaguete, Negros, (a 1 hr 15
minute ride). The 40 km ride from VALHALLA to Dumaguete the previous day was just a bit
more training for the next few days.

We spent the afternoon riding around Tagbilaran and the nearby island of Panglao (home to the
majority of the diving resorts on Bohol). Saturday afternoon was the day for the Street Dancing
Competition and a parade through the main street of Tagbilaran. Here's a panorama of the nine
groups awaiting the competition in the SCG Stadium. A parade within the stadium kicked off the
program, which was followed by each group (80 dancers and 15 musicians) performing a
pagent-style program lasting about 15 minutes each.

The next day, Saturday, we set off early for a 55 km ride to the CHOCOLATE HILLS. We
followed the coast east to Loay then began climbing into the mountains ... one uphill stretch of
grueling 20 kilometers until reaching the plateau and the chocolate hills (most of which are
green at this time of year). We stayed at the Chocolate Hills Resort (very basic, inexpensive
and comfortable). Here's another panorama ... this one of the 'chocolate’ hills captured just
after sunrise the following morning.

The day we arrived at the resort we discovered that we had passed, about 25 kms back down
the mountain, a place where we could view the world's smallest monkey .. the tarsier. So we
hired a motorcycle (habal-habal) and rode for over an hour back on our track to see this
amazing creature. It's eyes cannot move in their sockets so, like an owl, it can rotate it's head
180 degrees in either direction. It can also leap horizontally about three meters distance!

For our return to Tagbilaran we chose a longer route to see more of the island. Though
tempting to ride back down that mountain we labored so hard to ride up, we continued on to
Carmen then headed west to the coast at Clarin, where we then followed the coast south. We
thought at first that we would go part of the way and spend the night but we made such good
time we pressed on.

4.12 Islands Between Cebu and Leyte

4.12.1 Camotes Islands

Solitai 2012: This small group of three islands lies approximately 20 miles to the east of
Cebu. The larger island, Pacijan, has some beautiful white sandy beaches, short limestone cliffs
and rocky islets on its western coast, and most of the accommodation and resorts are sited
here. The main town, San Francisco, is on its northern shore close to the causeway connecting
this island with Poro Island. Poro has no beaches but appears to be more forested, with
opportunities for hiking and caving. The third island, Ponson Island, to the northZast of Poro, is
more remote, with no resorts or other tourist development. The waters around these islands are
a beautiful clear blue.

These islands are much | ess populated than nearby
greeno. The i dlZsablidhed garbageemamagement system which seems to be

131



working well. You will see very little rubbish around. The islands are lush and green, from the
good rainfall they receive and because there are gardens and plantings everywhere. Most
houses, schools and government buildings have colourful gardens and even the streets have
shrubs planted at their edges.

To see the interior of the islands you can hire a bike, with or without driver/guide, for about 500
pesos for a day. Be sure to visit the Danao Lakes, the Timburo Cave for a swim in its fresh
underwater river, Mangodlong Beach for its limestone islets and crystal clear water, the white
sandy beach of Santiago Bay.

There is a good anchorage between the NW corner of Pacijan Island and Tulang Island, though
it can be open to NE winds. The channel between the islands is deep but off the sandspit of
Tulang there is a large patch of sand and sea grass at depths of 62M. This relatively level
sandy/grassy bottom continues along the north coast of Pacijan to San Francisco. In calm
weather you can also anchor off Esperanza beach, the Consuela wharf and Mangodlong Beach,
and during the northerly season, off Santiago Bay.

4.12.1.1 Pacijan Island

Arnak i 2012: 10°35.10N 124°18.10E off a local beach and resort and another anchorage in a
bay between the two islands but watch for reef fringe. You can hire a bike here to explore the
islands.

4.12.1.2 Poro Island

Arnak i Jan 2013 - Comotes islands (Poro): 10°37.79N 124°23.65E close to fringing reef
but protected from swell.

4.12.2 Himuquitan Island

Hawkeye - March 2014: Our next anchorage was a mistake. We decided to anchor off the
island Himugquitan. The wind had been from the north northwest all day, very consistent. We
anchored around 1 p.m. and the wind held all afternoon until it was dark and then it changed
and came from all directions throughout the night. We ended up wrapped around coral heads
and on a lee shore for some of the night. An anchor watch went on all night and at first daylight,
6 a.m., Matt jumped in the water and told us which way to steer the boat to untangle ourselves
and then we were off to Port Carmen.

4.12.3 Reefs north of Bohol

See the North Bohol section

4.13 Cebu Island
Solita - November 2013 - Recap from Typhoon Haiyan (from Noonsite): Tuesday 12th
November, and 4 days since Typhoon Haiyan roared across the Philippines.

According to the local news reports, there are massive relief operations under way in the worst
hit areas and the reports of casualties and damage to property and the environment are of tragic
proportions.
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The typhoon made landfall on the eastern coast of Samar. Samar and Leyte seem to have
sustained the worst damage and this is where there are the most casualties. However, clear
reports in English are difficult to obtain at the moment.

The northern end of the island of Cebu was also in the path of the typhoon and apparently
sustained serious damage. We haven't travelled north of Pt Carmen, so can't report firsthand
about that, but one of the yachtees from Carmen rode up to Bogo Town 2 days ago. He said
that there were a lot of damaged buildings there, with many trees and power lines down along
the way.

One news report also said that Malapascua Island was in ruins. We have been hearing the
ambulance sirens travelling down from north, heading for Cebu City, ever since Saturday
afternoon.

Further south on Cebu there has been only slight damage overall. Around Carmen and Danao
there have been big trees blown down and it seems all the banana trees have been pushed
over. Some of the smaller foliage has been stripped and battered, but generally it looks like it
will recover quickly. There have been some poorly built huts and buildings destroyed and roofs
blown off, signs blown down and power poles pushed over, but no major structural damage
sustained.

The boatyards of Pt Carmen have also just had some light damage. One shed lost half its roof,
which ended up on our dock, just 20 ft off the back of Solita. Pepe's workshop tarp roof is in
tatters but the corrugated roof is intact. We are staying at Pepe's. All is good at Zekes - no
damage there at all, as far as we can see.

There were no yachts in either boatyard damaged. We think several factors made this possible
in the face of such a severe storm:

1 The yachts were all tied down very well, with many warps across to both sides of the inlet
and to other boats. Some boats had their anchors ashore and dug into the ground.
Owners generally stripped off all awnings, sails, etc, and everyone worked together in a
very supportive manner. The yard workers helped us tirelessly to secure all the boats.

1 The geographical layout of the inlet provided a lot of shelter. The inlet is very narrow and is
surrounded by levy banks. Between the inlet and the sea are several low lying barrier
islands and reefs. The nearby hills to the west also protect the area from wind.

9 The typhoon crossed this area in daylight, during a low neaps tide, and there was no storm
surge here.

Although we were only 35-40 miles south of the eye of the storm, we would have had much
stronger winds if we had been in the northern quadrant.

The storm was travelling so fast and moved on within a couple of hours so it did not batter the
area for long.

We realise we have been very lucky to have escaped serious damage in this typhoon, but it has
been reassuring to note that with good preparation, this inlet does provide a very secure
anchorage.
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This area lost power from mid Friday and it was reconnected to the towns by Sunday and to the
boatyards by Monday. Water has also been reconnected. We have had good internet
connection throughout the whole drama.

One problem for us, and probably for many others, was that all the ATM's were down. | had to
travel to Metro Pacific yesterday i 20 miles away by bus - to get some cash. Hopefully the
ATMs in Danao will be operating today or tomorrow.

The airport in Cebu City was only closed for a short time on Friday. We have been seeing
helicoptors going up and down the coast often during the day since Saturday.

The typhoon moved across the Visayas and onto Mindoro. We heard reports before the typhoon

arrived that many tourists were stuck at Borocay and at the nearby Cataclan Airport, but havenot
heard how they fared. Puerto Galera on Mindoro, received a lot of wind and rain, but all boats

on the yacht club moorings are safe and we haven't heard of any major damage or casualties

there. A friend on their yacht on one of the moorings emailed:

AAl'l the boats in the mooring field were hanging
small, some rain, heavy at times but not a huge bother. The wind on the surface maybe 15-

20,our wind speed at the mast head (60ft), was reading 8kts one second then zero then 20kts

then 5kts, as the boat was pushed or healed over or spun. Of course this was after dark. It was

a constant entertainment watching the ferries and ships drag and try to re-anchor. The winds for

them must have been 50kts or so, and everything was well lit with all their spotlights.

The spume and spray looked like fast moving ground fog. At first light four ships-ferries were
hard aground on a falling tide. One, a 250ft 4 deck ferry, is lying abeam high on the beach of a
very slick resort, but it missed the pier. Another 200ft landing craft is on the reef just to the north
of us, the other two are eas t of it. o

Further west, Busuanga Island was also was badly hit by the typhoon. Coron Town seemed to
have sustained a lot of damage. Two friends emailed some comments:

iwWe are fine, an exciting night wat chdemajsheslvery t

followed by the ceiling and roof collapsing on our heads - not your usual hotels t ay . 0

AiThere are only 2 internet providers herenyin Cor
one provider for the whole island, the internet and mobile phonesy st em i s j ammed. A

r

(0]

AiWent to Coron Town yest er dathereamemdssite A0® yedrold ast at i o

trees lying everywhere, and not a standing tree still has foliage. The lush green countryside is
l ush no more. o

AfiThere were 2 yvathtscahdbdog&as up on the shore h
ARnThere is significant damage but is fixable. Al
and another yacht grounded, many bangkas |l ost and

The severity of this typhoon has certainly caused massive damage on a wide scale throughout
the Philippines. The locals here at Pt Carmen are surprisingly accepting of the situation. They
started their clean-ups immediately and are all getting on with things as best they can. We have
no idea how those in the more devastated areas are coping. We just hope that humanitarian aid
comes quickly and effectively.
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4.13.1 Cebu City and Mactan Island

PGYC ' 2016: Approaching Cebu City from the north, you will find two bridges linking Cebu
Island to Mactan Island T these are yacht-friendly and should pose no problem for your mast.

Freebird i June 20157 Anchorages Near Cebu Yacht Club: Either side of the Cebu Yacht
Club is good holding. There are many warnings about theft on the south side, we took
reasonable precautions and had no trouble, likewise the other boats that were there. The north
side has moorings, but they are very light and a bit of reverse thrust has you dragging them
around. When | commented on this at the office the girl, who had recommended | go there, said
"oh yes, they're very small". The heavily encrusted half inch rope should have been a warning to
me. The north side is under the watch of shore based security, you're told.

Flow - April 2013 - Checking In: The day we arrived the Cebu Yacht Club, the lady called the
officials. We paid Customs 1230+ 115Php and Quarantine 2500Php. Both showed up at the
Yacht Club. I do not think it is correct that we should pay this much. A friend from another boat
called the customs office and they were very eager to get the name of the officer that came to
the yacht club. The impression was that they did not know anything about this fee. We had to go
to the immigration office ourselves, and there we had to pay 2500 Php. We were two boats and
the other boat asked for a receipt. Later we checked the receipt and saw they had charged us
for inspection of the boat with transport and meals and everything. We later checked with our
embassy, and they said it is no fees for the first visa. It is only when you want to stay longer you
need to pay. When we cleared out we were able to get 2000 Php back after a long quarrel
where we threatened with the lawyer at the embassy. We talked to the chief of Immigration, and
it was obvious that this was corruption and that everyone was involved. My guess is that we
could have reduced at least the customs fee also if we had more patience left.

Flow - April 2013 - Cebu Yacht Club & Facilities: We anchored outside Cebu Yacht Club in
pos 10:19.73N 123:68.44E. We had to pay dinghy landing fee 200 Php a day. You find Wifi and
simple shower at the yacht club restaurant. We also bought a SIM-card and loaded it with
Gigabytes so we could be online with our ipad. We found the mobile phone company in a big
shopping mall in Lapu Lapu. The smaller places that sell SIM cards and airtime usually do not
know how to load gigabytes.

Upholstery: First of all we did upholstery of mattresses and cushions in the boat. | just found
contact details to one upholstery firm on the internet and used them. The work was OK but not
excellent. It was very cheap. My contact was Ken +639228549496.

| remember the Norwegian Captain Hansen, that has his office above the chandlery close to the
yacht club, had a recommendation for a firm they always used in Mandaue city. They might be
better. The upholstery men do not hold any samples/swatches of fabrics. Ask the upholstery
men where to go. We went to a part of Cebu City where you find all these shops. Remember
this is an area where you should not wear jewelry or anything that could be stolen. One shop
that Ken mentioned was called Sun Gold. We found what we needed in a shop about 500
meters from Sun Gold. The name was Progress Marketing. The address on the cash slip:
Borromeo & P. Lopez Sts., Kalubihan, Cebu City. Tels: 2553497, 2560893, 2560889 and
4123274. TellFax: 2554906.

We al so made new mat t r es sTkes isfashop it Maedausmtha cuessr 6 s cabi
mattresses as you like them. You could choose between firm and soft and two more
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combinations. | am sorry | forgot the name of the shop, but it was new, quite big and shiny. |

think the name was Uratex foam. The name and address on the invoice: Multimax Industries
Corp. Plaridel Street, Umapad Mandaue city. Tel 032-268-6868, 032-236-0222 and 032-236-
2039. UCC hotline 888-6800. The prices were not so cheap but OK.

Deck Covers: Then we found a man with a sewing machine. He made us new cushions for the
cockpit, new covers for the winches and loud speakers and he made a copy of our old bag for
the dinghy. He did a beautiful piece of work for almost nothing. He does not know anything
about boats, so we made the design, made drawings and explained very thoroughly and in
every detail how this should look. He speaks English at some extent and pay attention to what
you say. As he does not have any fabrics you need to provide this your selves. We bought
canvas, web band, cushions, buckles, Velcro and everything we needed at Hyde sails in Lapu
Lapu (Cebu Yacht Club is also situated in Lapu Lapu). The Sunpoly awning fabric grey was 275
Php. %2 sheet PVC NBR (enough for 9 cushions) was Php 2675. The Sauleda fabrics (Chinese
Sunbrella copy) was Php 490/mtr. They also have mesh if you want to make sun shades for the
cockpit. My contact there was Raymund +63 906 774 5236. The man with the sewing machine
is named Ronnel. His phone number is +63 908 758 2163. To find his shop you must walk from
the Yacht Club up to the main road. Take right and walk about 800 meters. You will pass a hotel
on the right hand side. Before you come to the walk over bridge you will find a small shop with
two men and their sewing machines on the right hand side.

Hardware: We found a good hardware store in Mandaue City, Belmont Hardware. Address:
M.C. Briones Hi-Way Maguikay, Mandaue City. Phone 3461262/3461163/3471514.

Arnak i 2012 - Cebu Town Reach: 10°19.07N 123°56.28E anchor in 9m mud. This is a ships
designated anchoring area so you should get permission from the harbour master. However if
you anchor as close to the shore as possi bl
anchorage in the NE winds. Do not go any further NE from here as there is a large storm drain
emptying into the harbour and the smell is unbelievable.

Arnak i 20121 Off Cebu Yacht Club: 10°19.73N 123°58.42E Anchor off yacht club marina in
9m mud but very rolly with ferries passing and commercial traffic etc. Private marina offers 10
days at reasonable rate then becomes very expensive. Fuel available with the longest fuel hose
ever reaching all boats in the marina. Tie to side piles and back in to pontoon. Locals will help.
Difficult with cross wind but much better than anchoring out. Local supermarkets on island and
cheap taxies etc into Cebu City. All things available here if you can find them.

Kelaerin - December 2011: We decided to stop at Hyde Sails on Mactan Island across from
Cebu to get a new staysail made to help us with the easterlies we would be sailing against for
the next 4,000 or so miles. This would be our undoing as far as our plans were concerned as
the sail took two weeks to complete and our weather window for getting to Palau closed up solid
after that.

We anchored just off the Cebu YachtClub( 10A19. 76N, 123A58. 406E).

for the first ten days whether or not you stay the full ten, and then 5,000 for the next seven days.
Since we wereno6t ¢ taked¢o gdt hewsail made gve dntchored oftiahd used the
dinghy to get into their dock. They charged us 200 pesos each day for that, but let us use their
shower.
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The seafood restaurant next door has a dock and supposedly would let you use it to get ashore;
however, we noticed that kids from the water village adjacent would use the dock as a diving
platform during high tide and you would not be able to move the dinghy at low tide. So the yacht
club was the better deal, more secure, and it was convenient as there was a good grocery store
just off the main street, a laundry a couple of blocks away (past the skyway) and it was easy to
get transportation for Cebu, either by jeepney or taxi. There is also a small marine store on the
premises.

We ordered the sail and now just had to wait for it, so we decided to go to Port Carmen. The
anchorage off the yacht club was filthy and the inlets were getting clogged with plastic bags and

such. Before we left, we visited the Mactan guitar factory and went into CebutoseeMa gel | and s
cross (ités actually a replica) and the cathedral
Hyde Sails delivered our sail to Zekebs right on

young Belgian couple who were just starting out and working their way around the world.

We went back to Cebu and anchored in front of the yacht club again to complete our exit
procedures. We had heard the Cebu authorities were corrupt and wanted to avoid this, but we
were very close to the end of our visas and did not want to pay for another extension.

We went to the Customs office at the airport on Mactan Island and sure enough the Customs

of ficer | ooked at us and sai d, fiLet 6s see, what [
stuffed 1,000 pesos into his desk drawer, got an assistant to take the rest to a window and the

assistant came back with change, which the Customs officer put into his pocket. The actual

charge for the Customs clearance was 150 pesos! Then it was off to Immigration where we got

the same sort of reception. By now, even though we knew this was coming, | was getting

perturbed and asked what the fee was (there should have been no charge for this).

The officer | ooked at me and sai d, AHow much do vy
and | scoffed. | was trying hard not to get angry at this blatant corruption as he could make life

hard for us by sending us all over the place (friends were sent to quarantine where they were

charged another whopping fee). | said | needed money for the taxi to get home and offered him

1,500 pesos which he accepted and then stamped our passports.

On the way out, we observed a nun escorting a lay worker around to get her visas straightened
out and they looked like they were about to cry. (News flash: Just spoke with another cruising
couple who came through the Philippines after we did and they had a much better experience in
Cebu. It seems the government has put some pressure on the authorities in Cebu and they
have had to clean up their act.)

Hamamas - November 2008: The next night after another very long day we decided to anchor
in Cebu Port, only to find that when we awoke the next morning our RIB and 15HP motor were
stolen. Believe it or not the RIB, with motor chained on, was lowered from the davits and the
lines cut while we were asleep in the aft cabin within centimetres! (It was never recovered)

4.13.2 Port Carmen (10 34.6N/ 124 02.0E)

Chartlet courtesy Valhalla
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Freebird i June 2015: The outer anchorage at the south arm of Port Carmen (near Zeke's)
has good holding and reasonable depth, but the entrance is tricky. Open CPN/Google earth is
very accurate in this area though and can be used with confidence.

Kokomo - June 2014: The port coordinates are:
N 10 34'646 E 124 02'614

We were in touch with Pepe by phone, who sent us 3 guys in a dinghy to meet us at the
entrance to lead us in. There are sticks lined up but difficult to identify so we were happy to have
local knowledge on board.

This is how you get in:

N 10 34'622 E 124 02'084
N 10 34'569 E 124 02'003
N 10 34'421 E 124 01'865
N 10 34'161 E 124 01'691
N 10 34'006 E 124 01'546

First you are passing thru Zeke's boat yard (on Stbd). The channel is very narrow and the boats
are stern to the pier. Next is Pepe's yard on Port.
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