
 

1 

Soggy Paws Adventures 

2010 - 2011 

Ecuador – Galapagos – Easter – Pitcairn – French 
Polynesia – Hawaii – Cooks – Samoas - Tonga 
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Soggy Paws 

CSY 44 – 1981 
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Proud Member of 

Seven Seas Cruising 

Association 
 

www.ssca.org 
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Florida to the Panama Canal 

• Mexico 

• Belize 

• Guatemala 

• Honduras 

• Panama 

• Colombia 

May 2007 to 

Sep 2008 
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Sep 2008 - 2009 

• Pacific Panama 

• Costa Rica 

• Ecuador 

• 3 Trips ‘Inland’ 

– Chile & Argentina 

– Peru 

– Ecuador 

• Haulout and Major 

Refit 
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2010 

Early 

March 

Jan 

April 

May to 

July 

Aug to 

mid-Sep 

Late 

March 

Late 

Sep 
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Hawaii 

French Polynesia 

Cooks 

Samoa 

Tonga 

2011 
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Leaving Mainland Ecuador 

January 7, 2010 
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10 

Fresh Tuna for Dinner! 



 

11 

Our “Underway” Fishing Gear 



 

12 

A Visiting Booby 



 

13 

Dawn Landfall 

San Cristobal, Galapagos 

January 11, 2010 



 

14 

Soggy Paws’ 

Route thru the Galapagos 

Jan 11 to Mar 2, 2010 



 

15 

Puerto Moreno Harbor 

Soggy Paws 
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Official Galapagos Check-In 

Coast Guard 

Our Agent 

Port Captain 

Medical Officer 

Agricultural Insp 
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The Streets of San Cristobal 

A Big Surprise 



 

18 

Sea Lions Own the Waterfront 
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20 

Marine Iguanas 
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Galapagos Tortoise - 5’ long, nose to tail 

Avg lifespan ~150 years 



 

22 



 

23 



 

24 Hatchlings 

Galapagos  

Tortoise  

Breeding  

Program 



 

25 

Land Iguanas 



 

26 

Galapagos Penguins 



 

27 



 

28 

Wildlife in the Isabela Anchorage 

Sea Lions 



 

29 



 

30 

Iguanas 



 

31 

Penguins 



 

32 

Kingfisher 



 

33 

Blue-footed Boobies 



 

34 

Boobies Fishing 



 

35 

Snorkeling with Sea Lions 



 

36 



 

37 Exploring Lava Tubes 



 

38 



 

39 

Dive Trip to Isla Tortuga 



 

40 

Sightseeing  

Trip on Isla 

Isabela 



 

41 

All Goods are Moved Manually 



 

42 

Typical Galapagos ‘Cruise Ship’ 



 

43 

Pre-

Departure 

Preparations 

 

 

Provisioning 
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Pre-departure rig inspection 

We find a cracked toggle on the backstay! 

Cracked! 

New, 

Fabricated 

in Quito 



 

45 

Topping off with 

$1/gal Diesel 



 

46 
Tsunami!! 

Soggy 

Paws 

Chilean Earthquake / Tsunami Feb 2010 



 

47 Finally Ready for the Southern Ocean 
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Galapagos to Easter Island 

1,891 miles 

13.75 days 

Mar 2 - 16 
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1,891 miles 

13 days 

Easter 

Island 

Galapagos to Easter Island 
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51 

“Henry” is 

Finally 

Steering!! 



 

52 

Radio Sched  

2 Times a Day 



 

53 

Yet another 

gorgeous 

sunset at sea 



 

54 

After 2 Weeks  

at Sea… 

Landfall at  

Easter Island 

Anakena Beach 



 

55 

Moai on the beach at Anakena 



 

56 

27S  109W 

<- Pitcairn 

1200 nm 

Easter Island 

Mar 16 

Mar 16 

To 20 Mar 21 

to 23 



 

57 

The best anchorage at 

Easter Island –  

An open roadstead 



 

58 Checking In 



 

59 

Navigating the Surf 
On an Easy Day 



 

60 



 

61 



 

62 

Exotic Statues 

Everywhere 



 

63 



 

64 



 

65 

~ 32’ high 

80 tons 



 

66 



 

67 

Fallen Moai 



 

68 



 

69 

Cave Paintings 



 

70 



 

71 

“Birdman” Island 



 

72 

Houses with No 

Wood Left on the 

Island 



 

73 



 

74 



 

75 

Conditions  

Get Bad  

at Hanga Roa 

We Move  

to Hotu Iti 
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27S  109W 

<- Pitcairn 

1200 nm 

Easter Island 

Mar 16 

Mar 16 

To 20 Mar 21 

to 23 

Wind 

Mar 21 
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Hotu Iti 



 

78 



 

79 

A Wild and Roll-y 

Anchorage 



 

80 
The Navy Comes to Hotu Iti to Check us Out 

VHF:  “All boats must leave, 

there is no safe port in the 

coming weather” 
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1200 nm 

Wind 

Weather Forces us 

to Leave in 

Unfavorable Winds 

Our Planned Course 
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Wind 

L 

Our “Slingshot” 

Weather Strategy 

Wind 
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Bad Weather Makes 

Great Sunsets 



 

84 

Flying Fish in 

the Cockpit 

??!! 



 

85 

35 Kts for 12 Hrs 

then 2 days of 

motoring! 



 

86 



 

87 

Land Ho! 

Pitcairn 

at Last! 
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Pitcairn Facts 

• Settled by the mutineers from the HMS Bounty 

in 1790 (Fletcher Christian) 

• Chosen because inaccessible and remote 

• 9 Mutineers, 17 Tahitians landed 

• Bounty eventually burned and sunk 

• Mutineers not discovered again until 1808 

• Today 

– Self-governing British Protectorate 

– Population 48, mostly Bounty descendants 

– Still remote and inaccessible (no airfield, no harbor) 
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Approaching 

Bounty Bay 
April 2 



 

90 



 

91 



 

92 



 

93 

Agriculture & Immigration Officers 



 

94 

Lunch with Tom 

& Betty Christian 



 

95 



 

96 

Sightseeing, 

Pitcairn Style 



 

97 



 

98 



 

99 

Ship Landing 

Point 



 

100 



 

101 

View Across 

the Island 



 

102 

Landing Area 



 

103 



 

104 



 

105 
St. Paul’s Pool 



 

106 

John Adams’ 

Grave 



 

107 



 

108 

A Record Number 

of Boats 



 

109 

Friday Night 

Potluck  

on Pitcairn 



 

110 

Fruits & Veggies 

Grown on Island 



 

111 

Unfavorable Wx Coming 

Goodbye, Pitcairn 



 

112 

300 nm Wind 

Easy 3 day 

Passage to the 

Gambiers 

Huge 

Swell 



 

113 

Wing-on-Wing 
Main vanged to leeward,  

jib poled to windward,  

staysail centered 



 

114 

Gambier Islands, 

French Polynesia 
April 6 



 

115 

Gambier Islands, 

French Polynesia 
April 6 



 

116 

The Great Diesel Caper  
(3 boats-150 gals-5 gal jugs) 



 

117 



 

118 

Wifi, Fresh Bread, and 

“Pamplemousse” 



 

119 

Gambiers Cruising 



 

120 



 

121 



 

122 



 

123 

Hiking  

Mount Duff 



 

124 

The Town & 

Anchorage 



 

125 

A Visit to a Pearl Farm 



 

126 

Cleaning Oysters 



 

127 

Seeding 

the Pearl 



 

128 



 

129 

Taravai 



 

130 

Our Uncharted 

Anchorage 



 

131 

A Feast of Poisson Cru & Canard 



 

132 

Poisson Cru 



 

133 

448 nm 

3½ days 

Gambiers to Tuamotus 

225 nm 

1½ days 
Wind 



 

134 

100’ 

Deep 

Typical Tuamotu Atoll 
(our first – Tahanea) 

Motus 



 

135 

Approaching 

our First Atoll 



 

136 

Beachcombing 

in Tahanea 



 

137 



 

138 South Fakarava 



 

139 



 

140 

Pass Diving with 

Dinghy in Tow 



 

141 

The Sharks of South Fakarava 



 

142 



 

143 

Sailing 

Inside 

the Atoll 



 

144 

Dave 

Filling 

Dive 

Tanks 



 

145 

Some Fish Looked Familiar 



 

146 

Others Looked Strange 

Regal 

Angelfish 



 

147 

Longfin 

Bannerfish 



 

148 

Giant 

Moray 



 

149 

Manta Ray 



 

150 

Mantas Feeding 



 

151 



 

152 

Crown of 

Thorns 



 

153 

Anemone & 

Clown Fish 



 

154 



 

155 Favorite Dive: The Yellow Dog Canyon 



 

156 

Lion 

Fish 



 

157 



 

158 3’ Napolean Wrasse 



 

159 

Hospitality, Polynesian Style 



 

160 

Grilled Lobster 



 

161 

Sunday 

Service  

in Toau 



 

162 

Opening 

Tuamotu Pearls 



 

163 Authentic “Tahitian” Black Pearls 



 

164 

Cruisers & Locals 

“Jam” 



 

165 



 

166 

Stocking Up for the Long 

Haul to the Marquesas 



 

167 

Wind 

Heading East 

against the Wind 

Late 

June 

July 11 

Eclipse 

Mid  

July 

Late July 

Early Aug 

To  

Marquesas 



 

168 

In Tahanea for the Eclipse 
French Scientists ask for our help 



 

169 

Setting Up 

Measurement 

Equipment 



 

170 



 

171 



 

172 Dave Catches the Totality on “Film” 



 

173 

Wind 

Continuing East 

Late 

June 

July 11 

Eclipse 

Mid  

July 

Late July 

Early Aug 

To  

Marquesas 



 

174 

Heiva Celebrations at Makemo  



 

175 



 

176 

Tied to the Dock for a Blow 



 

177 

Dave Gives a Dinghy Ride 



 

178 

Wind 

Eastward Through the 

Tuamotus 

Late 

June 

July 11 

Eclipse 

Mid  

July 

Late July 

Early Aug 

To  

Marquesas 



 

179 

Rarioa – Searching for Kon Tiki Landing 



 

180 

Several Days Later –  

We Find the Monument 



 

181 



 

182 
Completely Alone for 10 days 



 

183 
Incredible Vistas 



 

184 

Tuamotus 

Marquesas 

Wind + 

Current 

400 nm 

3½ days 

Aug 6-9 

Next Stop: The Marquesas 



 

185 

Hard on the Wind for Marquesas 



 

186 

Land Ho!  

Fatu Hiva 



 

187 

Bay of Virgins  

Fatu Hiva 



 

188 



 

189 



 

190 



 

191 

* 

* 

* 

* 



 

192 

Hana Moe Noe, 

Tahuata 



 

193 

Hana 

Tefau, 

Tahuata 



 

194 

An Ancient 

Polynesian 

Boulevard 



 

195 

View from  

the Cross 



 

196 



 

197 



 

198 

View of Taiohae 

Nuku Hiva 



 

199 



 

200 

Daniel’s Bay 

(Survivor) 



 

201 

Hiking to the 

 3rd Highest 

Waterfall  

in the Pacific 



 

202 

Through Vast 

Marquesan 

Villages 



 

203 

The Waterfall 



 

204 

Marquesan 

Hospitality 



 

205 



 

206 

Last Stop: 

Anaho Bay 



 

207 



 

208 

Marquesas to Hilo 

Sep 16 – Oct 1 



 

209 

Hawaii 
Oct 2010 – Apr 2011 



 

210 

* 

* 

* 

* 
* 

Hawaii 
Oct 2010 – Apr 2011 



 

211 

LOTS of Boat Work 



 

212 

Some Sightseeing 



 

213 



 

214 

Hawaii 

Tuamotus 

Societies 

Samoas 

Tonga 

Our Route to Tonga - 2011 



 

215 

Hawaii 

French Polynesia 

Cooks 

Samoa 

Tonga 

Our Route to Tonga - 2011 



 

216 

Hawaii 

Tuamotus 

Wind 

Wind 

Equator 

Hawaii to Tuamotus 

21 Days 

2400 nm 



 

217 

Hard  

on the Wind 

 at First 



 

218 

Crossing  

the ITCZ 



 

219 



 

220 

Back in the Tradewinds! 



 

221 



 

222 

Fun in the  

Tuamotus 



 

223 

Potlucks Ashore 



 

224 

Trying to Fix the 

Range Light 



 

225 

Hunting Coconut Crabs 



 

226 

Dinghy Trips into 

the Lagoon 



 

227 

Gorgeous Sunsets 



 

228 

Through the French Society Islands 

From the 

Tuamotus 

Tahiti, Moorea, Huahine, Raiatea, Tahaa, Bora Bora 



 

229 

Tahiti Yacht Club 



 

230 

Le Quai de Pape’ete 



 

231 

Marina Taina 



 

232 



 

233 

Lush Tahitian  

Countryside 



 

234 

Pacific Puddle Jump Rendezvous 

Race from Tahiti to Moorea 



 

235 

Moorea – Opunohu Bay 



 

236 

Cruiser Canoe Races 



 

237 

Dance Lessons for the Guys 



 

238 



 

239 

… and the Girls 



 

240 

Island 

Touring 



 

241 

Hiking in Moorea, Raiatea, and Tahaa 



 

242 



 

243 

Heiva Celebrations - Polynesian Fire Dancing 



 

244 

Beautiful Anchorages 



 

245 

Bora Bora At Last! 



 

246 



 

247 

Diving with 

Manta Rays 

And 

Lemon Sharks 



 

248 



 

249 
Giant Clams 



 

250 

Over Water Resorts 



 

251 

Resorts 



 

252 



 

253 On Our Way to Suwarrow – A Day with No Wind 



 

254 

Suwarrow Atoll 



 

255 

Suwarrow Facts 

• Belongs to Cook 
Islands 

• Made famous by Tom 
Neale’s Book 

• Now a Cook Islands 
National Park 

• Several day’s sail 
from anywhere 

• Only ~100 yachts a 
year visit 
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257 



 

258 



 

259 



 

260 



 

261 



 

262 



 

263 



 

264 



 

265 



 

266 

Samoas 



 

267 

Samoas Facts 

• 2 Different Countries 

– American Samoa + 

Western Samoa 

• Same Language / 

Heritage 

• Traditional Living + 

Western Influence 

• Most churches per 

square mile in the 

Pacific 
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269 



 

270 



 

271 

Pago Pago Harbor 



 

272 



 

273 
The Tuna Fleet In Port 



 

274 



 

275 

Our Hotel 



 

276 



 

277 



 

278 

Vavau, Tonga 



 

279 

The Kingdom of Tonga 

• 176 Islands over 500 

miles 

• Discovered by 

Captain Cook in 1773 

• Languages: Tongan, 

English 

• British Protectorate in 

1800 



 

280 

Traditional Ways 



 

281 

With Modern Influences… 



 

282 

Great Cruising Grounds 



 

283 

Neiafu Harbor in Peak Cruising Season 



 

284 

The Local Market 



 

285 



 

286 



 

287 



 

288 



 

289 



 

290 



 

291 



 

292 

Our Pacific Travel Summary 

 12 Sep 2008 to 31 Oct 2011 

• Miles Traveled (by boat)            15,400 

• Countries Visited            13    

• Nights On Passage                         109 

• Nights In a Marina                           391  

• Included  
•   13 months in Ecuador and Hawaii 

•   135 days in Florida  

•   142 days Inland Travel in Central & South America 
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Tonga to Australia via Micronesia 

Apr 2012-Nov 2016, 7550 nm  

Fiji 

Marshalls 1 

Kiribati 

Federated States 

Palau 3 

PNG 

Solomons 3 

Vanuatu 
New Cal 

Australia 4 
Tonga 



 

294 

More here… 

 
http://svsoggypaws.com 

 

http://svsoggypaws.blogspot.com  

ssca.org 



 

295 
The End 


